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The Loves of Gil Blas and Dame Lorenga Sephora. 


S WENT to Toles, 8 on © puiboſh to belle the 
© three thouſand ducats to Samuel Simon, 
which we had ſtolen from him; and I con- 
feſs- I was tempted on the road to put this 
money to my on uſe, by way of making 
a fortunate beginning of my ſtewardſhip, which I might 
have done, without having my fidelity ſuſpected either 
by Don Alphonſo or his father, had I but taken a jour» 
ney for five or fix days, and 1eturned with an appear- 
ance of having done the buſineſs: but I dat not 8 8 
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to the temptation; I ſurmounted it like a young man 


who are intruſted with ſums 'which they can conceal 


pointed ſteward in the family, I regulated all the affairs, 


Don Cæſar, or his ſon, to aſk any favour of them, in- 
ſtead of oppoſing their intereſt, I always exerted my- 
ſelf in their favour. The marks of efteem which I 
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of honour, greatly to the credit of a lad who had been 
much in company with rogues. Many people who are 
accuſtomed to the converſation of none but honeſt men 
would not have been ſo ſerupulous, particularly thoſe 


without hazard of Eat 1 or * hurting their . 
ter 

After having given the merchant his money, accor- 
ding to his expeCtation, I returned to the caſtle of 
Leyva. I found the Count de Polan was ſet out for 
Toledo, accompanied by Julia and Don Fernard. 
ſaw my new maſter was more than ever eaptivated with 
Seraphina, his Seraphina enchanted with him, and Don 
Cæſar delighted with having them both in his poſſeſ- 
fon. I uſed all my endeavours to gain the friendſhip 
of ſo good a father, in which I fucceeded. I was ap- 


received and paid money, and had an entite authori- 
ty over the ſervants: but I was careful not to "abuſe 
that power, by makinga bad uſe of it, as many ſtewards 
do. I did not diſcharge thoſe domeſtics with whom 
I was not pleaſed, nor expected others to be entirely 
ſubmiſhve to my will; if they applied immediately to 


daily geceived. from my maſters inſpired me with zeal 


for their welfare; and I ftudied their good alone. My 


management had nothing ſtrange in it; in ſhort, ſuch 

a ſteward is not to be got at-any time; | 
While I was thus enjoying my ſituation, Lon, 

if jealous of what the blind goddeſs Fortune had a 

for me, was determined I ſhould be indebted to him al- 

ſo for ſomething, and F 


er or Shak TI 


renca Sephora, chief waiting-woman to Seraphina, 
with a violent paſſion for Maſter Steward. To ſpeak 
of things like, a true hiſtorian, my conqueſt was near 
fifty years old; but notwithſtanding this, an agreeable 
countenance, fine eyes, and a lively air, made her nat 
unfit for an object for intrigue. I only wiſhed her 
complexion to have been a little more ruddy, for ſhe 
was very pale; a circumſtance I attributed to the trick 
preiſervation of her virtue. 
For ſome time the lady n upon me e thy ſuch 


| winning glances as plainly expreſſed her love; but in- 


ſtead of anſwering her paſſion, I at firſt avoided per- 
ceiving her intention, which behaviour made me ap- 
pear to her imagination a mere novice in love, which 
ſhe was not diſpleaſed at, and thought it needleſs to 
confine herſelf intirely to that dumb language with a 
young lad, whom ſhe thought leſs knowing than he really 
was; and that I might not be ignorant of her ſentiments 
for the future, ſhe declared them in due form at our , 
ficſt converſation; She did it like a perſon who was 
not a ſtranger to thoſe things; ſhe affected to be out 
of countenance while ſhe was ſpeaking. and after hav- 
ing expreſſed herſelf freely, covered her face, to make 
me imagine ſhe was aſhamed that I ſhould ſee. hg 
weakneſs. I was obliged to ſurrender, - and. appear 
very ſenſible of her goodneſs, though vanſth, rather 
than inclination, was the cauſe. | I acted the pallonate- 
lover ſo dexterouſly, that I brought her reproaches upon 
me. She indeed reproved me, but in ſo mild a way, 
that while ſhe begged of me to be moderate, ſhe did 
not appear angry. | I believe I might have gone far- 
ther, if my lady had not been afraid that I ſhould con- 
ceive a bad opinion of het virtue, if I made too eaſy 
a conqueſt. Thus we ſeparated till the next interview; 


- Sephora perſuaded that her feigned rehilance made me 
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imagine her a pure virgin, 5 1 pleaſed with the ex· 
pectation of ſoon finiſhing this adventure. 
1 - When things were in this ſituation, one of Dink 
Cæſar's footmen brought me ſome intelligence, which 
leſſened my joy. He was one of thoſe buſy fellows 
who pry into every thing that paſſes in a family. As 
he was a perſon who was very attentive to ſerve me in 
every thing, and made it his ſtudy to entertain me dai- 
ly with ſomething new, he told me one morning thy 
he had made an entertaining diſcovery, which 
would acquaint me with, if I would not diſcover it, as 
it was concerning Sephora, whoſe reſentment he was 
afraid of, I promiſed him ſecrecy, as IJ was very ready 
to know any thing concerning her, though I affected 
an indifference to him. He told me that Lorenga Se- 
Phora introduced the ſurgeon of the village, a genteel 
.young man, ſecretly into her room every' evening, 
where he generally ſtaid a conſiderable time with ber. 
He added with a ſneer, that it was poſſible their be- 
haviour was very innocent; but a young man en 
in a woman's chamber gives great room for ſcandal. 
This ſtory diſturbed me as much as if I had really 
been in love; yet J affected to laugh at it, though 
it gave me concern: but as ſoon as J was alone, I made 
myſelf amends for the reſtraint I was obliged to put 
upon myſelf, I raged, ſwore, and was at a loſs what 
courſe to take. Sometimes I deſpiſed her, and thought 
of leaving her, without coming to any explanation with 
her; and ſometimes I thought.it was my duty to baniſh 
the ſurgeon from the houſe, reſolving to call him to 
an account, which I determined to do. I hid myſelf, 
and ſaw him in the evening go into the lady's cham- 
ber. This was ſufficient to raiſe my fury. I left the 
caſtle, and went to the road where he muſt paſs-byz 
there I ſtood fixed, and my defire of fighting him ever 
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ry minute FEY At laſt my rival 3 1 ad · 
Yon vanced with great courage, and I do. not know how, 
ich tbe devil it happened, but I found myſelf ſeized | in as 
moment with great fear, like one of Homer's: heroes, 4 
which retarded my ſteps, and I was as much confuſed - 
as Paris, when he advanced to fight. Menelaus. I be- 

gan to conſider my man; he ſeemed very ſtout, and 

his ſword appeared wondrous long, which made an im- 
preflion upon me. Notwithſtanding this, 1. had the 
courage to advance, and draw my rapier. 

Alarmed at my action, he cried, Signior Gil 2 
what is the matter 2. Wherefore all theſe: preparations? 
Lſuppoſe you are inclined to be merry?. No, Mr. Sur- 
geon, anſwered I,, you are miſtaken; I am in a very 
ſerious humour, and deſire to know if you are as brave 
28 gallant, Do not imagine that 1 will let you quiet... = 
ly. poſſeſs the favours. of. the lady you have been viſiting 
at the caſtle... By St. Come! cned the ſurgeon, bur- . 
ling into a. loud laugh, bere is a droll adventure! 

Good God! how deceitful are appearances! From theſe. 
words imagining that he had. no greater ſtomach to- 
fighting. than.myſelf, I -beeame more inſolent, and ſaid, 
Friend, that will not paſs;. do not think that I will 
be ſatished. with a bare denial. | I ſee then, ceplied be, If 
that I ſhall be obliged. to ſpeak, to prevent the miſchief 'W 
which might happen to either of us, and J muſt. reveal 
a ſecret; altllough. people of our profeſſion cannot be 
too cautious in ſuch affairs. H Signiora Lorenga admits 
me privately into her. chamber, i it is to conceal- her ma · 
lady from the ſervants; 3 ſhe has an inveterate cancer in 
ber back, which. dreſs every night. "This i is. the cauſe. 
of the viſits whereat you are ſo alarmed; vou, may there- 
fore make yourſelf eaſy upon chat 1 5 But, conti- 
nued he, if you are not ſatisſiec with this declaration, 
and arc abſolutely. determined to fight, ſpeak the word, "| i 
"OR." _ 
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I am your man. This faid, he drew his long rapier; 
which made me tremble, and ſtood in a poſture of de- 
fence. It is enough, ſaid 1 to him, ſheathing my 


ſword, I am not ſo brutal as not to hear reaſon : after: 


what you have told me, I am entirely reconciled to 


you; let us embrace. He preſently perceived by this 


; diſcovery, that I was not ſo inflexible as I at firſt appear- 


ed to be, and laughing, put up his rapier. In ſhort, 


we parted the beſt friends imaginable. 


From that time, Sephora preſented nothing but dit. | 


agreeable ideas to my imagination, and I avoided all 
the opportunities ſhe gave me of converſing with her 


in private, which I did with ſo much care and affecta- 


tion, that ſhe perceived my diſguſt. . Struck with fo 


great a change, ſhe reſolved to know the cauſe, and at 


laſt finding an opportunity to talk with me apart; Pray 
tell me, Mr. Steward, ſaid ſhe, why you ſo much a- 
void the fight of me? I made ſome advances, it is true, 
but you made ſuitable returns. Call to mind, I beſeech 


vou, the private converſation we had together; you was | 
then all fire, but you ate now as cold as ice, What 
is the meaning of all this? This was a very delicate 


queſtion for an ingenuous man, and of courſe it great- 
ly embarraſſed me. I have forgot the anſwer which I 
made, but it was as difagreeable to her as poſſible. One 
would have thought by Sephora's mild and modeſt air, 
that ſhe was a perfect lamb, but when enraged, a very 
tygreſs. With a look of indignation, ſhe told me, ſhe 
thought ſhe did much honour to a pitiful fellow like 
me, to diſcover ſentiments which would have given 
the greateſt pleaſure to noble cavaliers; adding, I am 


very properly ſerved, for Conde ERIE” o e to a 


forry adventurer like you. 
I ſhould have been extremely pleaſed had the ops 
ped here; but her rage ſer her tongue a running, and 


a & +, hn. nw ww JA 9 DB a 


&© wot my 


or GIL 146. r 2 


ſhe loaded me with reproaches: every one worſe: than 
another. I expected to have bore it all with calmneſs, - 

and confidered, that by deſpiſing the triumph of her 
virtue, I was guilty of a crime which no woman can 
forgive: but I was too paſhonate to ſuffer her all lan- 
guage, which a ſenſible man would have laughed atz L 
loſt all patience, and replied, Madam, we ought not to 
deſpiſe any perſon; if the noble cavaliers you ſpeak of 
ſaw your back, I am certain their curiofity weuld go no 
farther. As ſoon as F uttered theſe words, the furi- 
ous dame gave me the moſt violent blow on the ear 
that an affronted woman could give. I allowed her 
no opportunity for a ſecond, but by a precipitate res 
treat avoided” a ſhowet of n n or uns have 
beſtowed upon m. 

I was thankful I had got 4085 with this kale 
affair, expecting that I had no more to apprehend, as 
the lady had taken revenge at her own hand, and that 
ſhe would never mention the affair, for her own ho- 
nour; and fifteen days expired without my hearing a 
ſyllable of the matter. I was beginning to forget it my- 
ſelf, when I was told that Sephora was ill. T had good 
nature enough to be ſorry when I heard of it, and pi- 
tied her, imagining ſhe had fallen a victim to her un- 
happy love. I was ſorry that I ſhould occaſion her ill- 
neſs, and though I could not love her, I pitied her: 
but my ſuppoſition was wrong founded; her love was 
now turned to batred, eee ſhe was a miſchicfa- | 
gainſt me. 

Being alone with Don Alphonſo one morning, I 
perceived him very dull and thoughtful; I reſpeQfully 
defired to know the reaſon of it. He replied, it gives 
me concern to find Seraphina ſo weak, ungrateful, and 
unjuſt, Does this ſurpriſe you? obſerving I ſeemed al- 
toniſhed at what he had ſaid: in ſhort, continued ny | 
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6 THE ADVENTURES 


it is really ſo. I am ignorant what reaſon you have 
| om the duenna Lorenca to diflike you, but it is cer- 

tain you are become ſo odious to her, that ſhe ſays, if 
you do not leave this caſtle immediately, her death is 
certain. You may be aſſured that Seraphina, who has 
a regard for you, at firſt oppoſed her hatred, which 
could not be gratified, without ungratitude and injuſ- 
tice; but ſhe 1s a woman, and has a tender regard for 
Sephara, who brought her up; ſhe is in a manner a 
mother to her, and would accuſe herſelf with her death, 
if ſhe did not ſatisfy her defires. As for my part, not- 
withſtanding the love I have for Seraphina, I will ne- 
ver have the falſe complaiſance to agree to her defires 
jn this reſpect. All the duenna's in Spain ſhall die 
rather than I conſent to have a young man, whom I ef» 
teem as a brother and a friend, removed. 

When Alphonſo was done ſpeaking, I ſaid to him, I 
am born to be the ſport of fortune; my lord, I hoped 
the would not perſecute me in your houſe, where I had 
the proſpect of many happy days; but I muſt determine 
20 leave it, notwithſtanding it is ſo agreeable to me. 
No, replied the generous ſon of Don Cæſar, I will en- 
«{eavour to make Seraphina hear reaſon; it ſhall not be 
T2id that you have been ſacrificed to the caprice of a 
duenna, who has had too much regard fhewn to her in 
other reſpects. I replied, Sir, you will only vex Sera- 
Phina, by contradicting her will; I would much rather 
go, than run the hazard of making any difference be- 


tween ſuch a happy pair: by my ſtay, 1 could. never 
conſole myſelf for ſuch a misfortune. 


Don Alphonſo deſired I would not take ſuch adeter- 
mination. I found he was reſolved in his intention of 
ſupporting me; ſo that if I had choſen to ſtay, Loren» 
ca would certainly have met with a blank. Some- 
times I was ſo much piqued at her, that I could have 
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them without ſeruple. 


Gren + 


ber ſhamey I 'ſhould ſtab a poor creature to the heart, 


appearance was drawing near to death, by two incu 1} 


diſtempers, my reſentment was changed into pity: and 
I thought, that as I was ſo dangerous a creature, I 


ſhould leave the caſtle, to re- eſtabliſn peace there: 


which J did next morning before day-light, withotit 


taking leave of my two maſters, for fear they ſhould . 


oppoſe my intentions. I leſt in my chamber à paper, 
ain a faithful account of my Wan 14 
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What kane to Gi 1 Blas . 55 % the Call 2 py 
va, and with what happy e bad Suc- 


c of his Amours were attended. os SES 
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RODE upon a goof horſe" of thy own, 71 bad ! in 

my porttnanteau two hundred Piltoles, the greateſt 
part of which I had got from the bandittf that were kil- 
led, and the three thouſand ducats which were ſtolen 
from Samuel Simon; for Don Alphonſo had reſtored 
the whole ſum out of his pocket. "Wherefore looking 
upon theſe effects as all my own property, I enjoyed 
I was now maſter of a ſtock, 
which prevented me from caring much for the future, 


beſides the confidence people of my. age Have of their 
own merit; and moreover, Thad, an ah lun at Toledo, 


which was not affagfegäbte. 2 made no doubt but the 


Count de Polan would be glad to give a hangfeme ; re · 
ception, and a lodging f in his. houſe, to one of his de- 
liverers; but I looked upon this nobleman as the laſt 


reſource, and determinkc d, before ! applied to him. to 
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expoſed her; but when I refleQed, that by revealing 
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10 THE ADVENTURES. 


travel over the kingdoms of Murcia and Grenada, which 
J had a great defire to ſee. With this intention, I took 
the road to Almanza, and continued my journey from 
city to city, till I arrived at Grenada, without meeting 


with any particular accident. I thought fortune ſeem- 


ed willing to leave me at peace, after having plagued 
me a good deal: but alas! ſhe was only preparing freſh 
\peffecutions for me, as will be ſeen in the ſequel. 
Among the firſt people I met in the ſtreets of Gre- 
nada, was Don Fernando de Leyva, ſon-in-law to the 
Count de Polan, as was alſo Don Alphonſo. We 


were equally ſurpriſed to meet each other there. 


What, is it you, Gil Blas? how happen you to be in 
this city? what has brought you here? My Lord, 
replied I, if you are ſurpriſed to ſee me in this 
part of the world, you will be much more ſo when you 
know the reaſon of my leaving the ſervice of Don Cæ- 
far and his ſon. I then told him all that had paſſed 


between Sephora and me, without concealing any cir- 


cumſtance. The adventure afforded him much diver- 
fion. He then turned ſerious; Friend, ſaid he, I will 
be your mediator in this affair, I will write to my fiſ- 


ter-in-law. No, my Lord, I replied, I beg you may not 


do ſo. I did not leave the caſtle of Leyva with an in- 
tention to return to it ſo ſoon. If you. pleaſe, you may 
make another uſe of the regard you have for me; if 
any of your friends or acquaintance want a ſteward, or 
ſecretary, I would beg of you to ſpeak in my favour; 
1 hope he will have no occaſion to complain that you 
have recommended a bad ſervant to him. He replied, 
with all my heart, I will do what you deſire me. I 
came to Grenada to pay a viſit to an old aunt, who is 
ſick, and will in three weeks leave this place, and ſet 
out for Lorqui, where I left Julia. I lodge there, faid 
he, pointing to a houſe at a little diſtance; come to 


48-011 B L A8. | 11 


me in two or thret days, probably I may have found 
you a polt. _ | 
Accordingly, thee firſt time he ſaw me he told me, 
The Archbiſhop of Grenada, my friend and relation, 
has occaſion for a young man of learning, who writes 
well, to make fair copies of his writings, for he is a 
great author. He has compoſed a vaſt number of ho- 
milies, and ſtudies more every day, which meet with 
great applauſe. As I thought you would be a proper 
perſon for him, I recommended you, and he has agreed 
to take you: go and preſent yourſelf to him in my name. 
You may judge by the reception he gives you, "whe - 
ther T have ſpoken advantageouſly of you or not. ! 
This was as good an offer as I could wiſh for; there-' 
fore having drefſed myſelf in the beſt manner I could, 


to appear before the prelate, I went one morning to the 


Archbiſhop's palace. Were I to imitate the writers 
of romance, I ſhould give a-pompous deſcription of this 
epiſcopal palace of Grenada; I ſhould enlarge upon the 
ſtruture of the building, praiſe the richneſs "of the 
furniture, deſcribe the ſtatues and pictures, whieh were 
ſo elegant; in ſhort, I ſhould not ſpare the reader the 
leaſt tittle of the ſtories they repreſented: but I will 
content myſelf with ſaying, . its np N 4 
led the royal palace. | | 
There were in the ONT: 4 ble of ecclefis 
aſtics and gentlemen of the ſword, moſt of whom were 
his Grace's officers, almoners, gentlemen-uſhers, and 
valets de chambre. From the appearance they made, 
one would have taken them for noblemen, rather than 
domeſtics, their dreſs was ſo elegant, and their beha- 
viour ſo haughty and aſſuming. I really could not help 
laughing at them inwardly. I thought theſe fellows 
bore the yoke of ſervitude with great eaſe; if they ſelt 
it, _—_ could not be ſo haughty. There was a grave 


hn 


_— 
3 7 


— * * 
2 <LI. 3 
E ͤ ͤ — idios * 


: \ 
Y 6 
mn 

i . 

1 
Cy 
FS 
* 
8 
if . 
N * 

4 
11 
= 1 
& 4 
88 
"i 
4 
. 
4 
1 
KY 
UT 3} 
+ 
114 
* } 
"4 : 
* 
1 
4 „ 
4 1 
o 
iT 7 
14 
1 
+1} 
1 
x | 
* 
in! 
: 
7, 
13 
Fn 
1 
1 
4 
23 

1 
Ll 
71 


= 


as — 
1 — 


hare <a ů — 
2 
ä — 


ED — 
— A 


. 
4 
7 : ö 
= 
* 
bt 
$1 
bi 
B. 


[- 


2 — 
—— — 
- 


12: THEADVENTURE'S 


jolly man ſtood at the door of the arehbiſnap's cloſets 
to open and ſhut it occaſionally; I addreſſed myſelf to 
him, and: civilly aſked him, if it was poſſible to ſpeak 


with his Grace? he ſtiffly ſaid, - I might wait a little, 


his Grace would ſoon come out to go to maſs, and he 
would give me a moment's audience as he paſſed. 1 


made him no anſwer, but thought I would wait patient». 


ly, and enter into converſation with ſome of the of- 
ficers: but they, without making any anſwers to what 
1 ſaid, began to examine me from head to foot, and 
ſcornfully ſmiled at each other, making a jeſt of the 
liberty I had taken to mix in converſation with them. 


I own I was humbled to ſee myſelf treated in ſuch a 
manner by ſervants, and had not recovered from my 


confuſion, when the cloſet-door opened, and diſcovered 
the Archbiſhop. Upon whicha profound ſilence prevailed | 
among the officers, who immediately laid afide their in- 


ſolent carriage, and aſſumed a n look in the pre- 
ſence of their maſter. 


This prelate was in the ſixty nine year ran his ages: | 
ae much of the ſame make as my uncle the canon 


He was bandy-legged, 


Giles Perez, plump and ſhort. 
and bald, having no more hair but a ſmall tuft on the 
back part of his head, which obliged him to cover his 
head with a fine linen cap. Notwithſtanding his fi- 
gure, I thought he had the air of a perſon of quality; 
it undoubtedly was, becauſe I knew he was one. We 


people of an inferior rank look upon great men with a 


prepoſſeſſion, which gives them an air of OL 
they really do not poſſeſs. . | 


The archbiſhop. directly advanced to me, and in a 


mild tone enquired, what my buſineſs was with him? 
1 told him I' was the young man whom Don Fernando 


de Leyva had told him of. He gave me no time to 
ſay more, but exclaimed, Oh! are you the man he com- 


| mended ſo much? I take you into my ſervice; you are 
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a valuable acquiſition, ſtay here. So ſaying, he went 


out, ſupported by two gentlemen of the horſe, after 


having heard ſome eccleſiaſtics, who had ſomething": 
to communicate. He was hardly gone, when the ſame 
people who diſdained my company before, now courted- 


it. They directly came about me, and ſhewed me all“ 


the civility they could, expreſſing their joy at my ha- 
ving become one of the officers-of the houſhold. When 


they heard what their maſter ſaid: to me, they were cu- 
rious to know on what feoting I was retained but 1 


was not ſo obliging as to ſatisfy their cut ioſity, enten 
revenge for the contempt they ſhewed me ſo lately. 
It was not long before his Grace returned. He dine 


fired me to follow him into his cloſet, that he might 


talk to me in private. I ſuſpected that he wanted to. 


try my underſtanding, ſo was upon my guard, and was; 
determined to weigh every word. He firft examined- 


me in the learned languages, and found I anſwered him 


to his ſatisfaction,” being converſant in the Greek ang 


Latin authors. Then he, as I expected, tried me in- 
Logick, and found me a compleat maſter of it. He 


ſeemed ſurpriſed, and ſaid, I and your education has 


not been neglected; now let me ſee your hand- writ- 
ing. I therefore took a ſheet of paper out of my poc- 
ket, which J had wrote for that purpoſe; the prelate 


ſeemed very well pleaſed with it, and ſaid he would re- 


turn his friend Don Fernando thanks ber cage him 


ſuch a ſervant. A; 

The arrival of ſome noblemen of Carat a: 
came to dine with the archbiſhop, interrupted us, 1 
withdrew among the officers, who loaded me with their 


civilities. - I went to dinner with them at the» uſual 
time, and obſerved.them during the repaſt as much as 


they poſſibly could obſerve me. The eccleſiaſtics ap- 
peared like ſaints; what an outward ſhew of wiſdom 
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they had! I paid great reſpect to the place where 1 « 
was, never ſuſpecting that it might be counterfeit; as n 
if there were not ſuch examples n. the fathers of c 
the church. 0 
J was ſeated near an old valet de ations nc v 
Melchior de la Ronda, who was at great pains to help 10 
me to the beſt morſels: the attention which he paid ſ 
me, inſpired me with a reſpect for him, and he was de- 1 
lighted with my polite behaviour. After dinner he x 
faid ſoftly to me, Signior Cavalier, I ſhould be glad of fi 
x little converſation with you: and he took me into a 1 
retired partof the palace, where he could not be {over- 
ö heard, and began this converſation. My ſon, from the 0 
; firſt time I ſaw you, 1 diſcovered in myſelf an inclinas 1 
il tion for you: as a proof of it, I will repoſe my confi+ N 
* dence in you. Confider you are here in a houſe where f 
1 the good and bad live promiſcueuſly together: it will 
bk be long before you know what ground you walk upon. 
{8 I will fave you a great deal of trouble, by informing I 
14 you of the characters of all: by which means you may 1 
4b} more eaſily conduct yourſelf. 3 
1 Iwill begin, ſaid he, with his Grace. He is a very 1 
100 8 
„ pious prelate, who is continually employed in inſtruct- 
108 ing thepeople, by ſermons of his own compoſition, full 
1 of excellent morals, About twenty years ago he left 
itt the court, and gave himſelf up entirely to the zeal for 
1 his flock. He is a learned man, and a great orator; 5 


his whole delight is in preaching, and his bearers are 
F raviſhed with admiration. Probably there might be 
Wi ſome vanity in the caſe, but it is not in the power of i 
n men to penetrate the heart. It would not become me 


1 

Wh Te 

Wi! to repeat the faults of a perſon who maintains me. If 
9 it was allowable in me to diſapprove of any thing in | 
| 08 my maſter, I would blame his ſeverity; inftead of in- | 
" | dulging the weakneſs of his ecclefiaſtics, he puniſhes | 
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of his authority. 


them with too much 1 rigour... He —— 1 
mercifully, thoſe. who; depending upon their inno- : 
cence, attempt to juſtify themſelves legally, in contempt 


which is common with people of quality; notwithſtand- 
ing he loves his domeſtics, he pays no regard to their 
ſervices; he ſuffeis them to grow. old, without think - 
ing of procuring them a ſettlement: and if they do 
meet with rewards, they often are indebted to their 
friends, who put him in mind Phat cr Toe Wm 
not think of providing for them. 
The old valet de chambre informed me hs ehis' con» 
cerning his maſter's. character. Afterwards: he told: 
me his opinion of the clergy whom we dined with. 
The deſcription he gave me of them was very different 
from their appearance. He did not paint them as diſ- 
honeſt, but only as pitiful prieſts; ſome however he 
excepted, whoſe virtues he praiſed very much. IL was: 
not any longer at a loſs how to behave, and that very 
night at ſupper, I imitated them, by putting on a grave 
countenance, at no expence. One need not be fur- 
n that there are ſuch ww numbers of mann 
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Gil Blas befomes the Archbiſbop's Favourite, and the per- 
. by whoſe Means his FaUours are granted. 


. rs 


N the-afternoon I had been to bring my horſe aa 
my baggage from the inn where 1 lodged, and re- 
turned to the palace to ſupper, where I had a genteel 
chamber, and a down-bed ready for me. The arch- 
biſnop ordered me to be called early next morning, to 
tranſcribe a homily, which he deſired me to do very 
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- obſerve alſo: another fault in him, 
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r I did it to his wiſhes, not omitring eicher ac⸗ 
cent, ſtop, or comma. The joy he expreſſed was mix⸗ 
ed with ſurprize; Good God Ehe exclaimed in a tranſs 
port, when be ſurveyed the copy, was any thing ever 
more correct? Tou tranſcribe ſo' well,” you muſt be 4 


grammarian.. Tell me freely, was there nothing i in my 


writings that ſhocked you? was there no improper 
term, nor negligence in the ſtyle? O, my lord, ſaid r 
with a modeſt air, I have not learning ſufficiert to make 
critical obſervations, and if I- had, I dare fay your 
Grace's works would efcape my cenſure. The prelate 
ſmiled at my reply; but through alt his piety,” 1 could: 
fee he was not an author for nothing. 

J entirely. gained his good graces by Kittery, Ida es 


very day grew more and more in his favour; and I was 


informed by Don Fernando who came frequently to 
ſee him, that bis regard ſor me» was ſo great, that E 
might look upon my fortune as already made- My 
maſter himſelf confirmed me in this; one night, in his 
ewn' cloſet, he in a rapture repeated a homily, which 
he was to ſpeak in publie next day, and not ſatisfied 
with aſking my opinion of it in general, he inſiſted 
upon my pointing out the paſſages I moſt admired. I 


was ſo lucky as to. pitch upon thoſe he moſt approved 


of himſelf, which made him imagine I had a delicate 
taſte of the true beauties of a work. This, exclaimed 
he, is taſte and ſentiment. Go, friend, I find you have 
not Midas's ears. 
that he ſaid with a lively air, Gil Blas, you may be 
quite eaſy about your fortune, for the future it ſhall be 
perfectly agreeable to you. I will convince you of my 
reſpect, by the confidence I will repoſe in ou. 

As ſoon as his Grace had expreſſed himſelf in this 
manner, I fell at his feet, quite overcome with giti 


— 7 


He was ſo well pleaſed with me, 


tude; I embraced his bandy- legs ſincerely; looking up- 
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en mylelk now in a fair way to be rich. Tes, my child, 
continued his Grace, whoſe converſation was interrupt- 
ed by my acknowledgments, thou ſhalt know my moſt 


ſecret thoughts; hear attentively what I am going to 


ſay. Preaching is my chief delight, and. the Lord bleſ- 
ſes my homilies; they affect ſinners, and induce them 
to reflect ſeriouſly on their conduct, and return to their 
duty. 1 have the pleaſure of ſeeing the miſer, afraid of 
the repreſentations I draw of his covetouſneſs, open 
his treaſures, and diſtribute them laviſhly; I have 
drove the voluptuous man frem his pleaſures, and filled: 
hermitages with proud men; I have alio brought back 


to her duty a wife who was ſtaggered by a ſeducing lo- 


ver. Theſe frequent converſions ſhould be a ſufficient 
inducement for me to continue my labours; yet I wilt 
own my weakneſs to you; there is another reward: 
which 1 propoſe myſelf, a reward which the delicacy of 
my virtue in vain reproaches me with; this is the ap- 


plauſe given by the world to fine poliſhed writings. 'The, 
honour of being: eſteemed a perfect orator delights my 


imaginations My. writings. are thought both "delicate, 


and expreſſive, and I would gladly. go of the ſtage 
with my character unſullied, and avoid the fault of, 


thoſe good authors who write too long. Pherefore, 
my dear Gil Blas, continued the prelate, I muſt require, 


one thing of your zeal; whenever you ſee my genius- 
ſiag, and my pen diſcover my old age, do not fail to 
acquaint me with it, for I cannot rely on my on. 


judgment. Too good an opinion of myſelf: might de- 


ceive me; a diſintereſted judgment muſt make this. 
obſervation; I chuſe yours, which I believe is good; It 


depend on your deciſion. 1 replied, My Lord, thank; 
God, that time is at a great diſtance, and a genius like 


that of your Grace's will preſerve its ſtrength much lon 


ger than any other; or, to, ſpeak more plainly, will al- 


. 
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ways be the fame, I look upon you like another car» 
dinal Ximenes, whoſe ſuperior genius recovered new. 
ſtrength as he advanced: in age. He interupted me, 
crying, No flattery, my friend, I am ſenſible that I may 
fink all at once. It is at my age that people begin to 
feel infirmities, and the underſtanding is often affecteq 


by the infirmities of the body. I defire once more, Gil 


Blas, that whenever you perceive my ſenſes decline, 


you may apprize me of it; do not fear that your ſince- 
rity will offend, I ſhall:receive this advice as a mark of 


thy efteem for me. Your own intereſt is alſo concern- 
ed; for if hear that the public fay my diſcourſes have 
not their uſual effect, and that I ſhould now repoſe my»: 
Telf, I aſſure you that you would forfeit my friendſhip, 
and the fortune I promifed you;. this would be the ef- 
fects of your ill timed reſerve. 

Here my patron gave over ſpeaking, to Hear what 
anſwer I gave, which was a promiſe to do what he re- 
quired of: me: and from this time I became his favou- 
rite and confident; which filled all the domeſtics, ex · 
cept Melchior de la Ronda, with envy. It was very 
entertaining to ſee the behaviour of the gentlemen and 


maſters of the horſe to his Grace's confident; they 


would even ſubmit to. the meaneſt things to get into 
my. favour; I could ſcarcely: believe them to be Spa- 
niards. Yet I did all I could to oblige them, without 
being a dupe to-their ſelhfh complaifance. At my re- 
' queſt, his Grace the archbiſhop. uſed. his intereſt for 
them; he procured a company for one, and put him in 
a ſituation to make a figure in the army; to another, 
he procured a conſiderable poſt in Mexico; and I ob- 
tained a handfome gratuity for my friend Melchior, I 
perceived by this condeſcenſion of the prelate, that ke 
ſeldom refuſed any favours aſked of him. 

But [ think what I did for a certain bien aeferves 
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to be mentioned. One day our ſteward preſented to 
me a certain licentiate, called Lewis Garcias, 4 young 
man of a very genteel appearance. Signior GH Blas, 


ſaid he, this honeſt clergyman is a good friend of mine; 


he was chaplain in a nunnery, where his conduct has 
not eſcaped cenſure. In ſhort, ſome malicious people 
have hurt him in his Grace's good opinion; and he is 
ſuſpendedz unfortunately his Grace is fo much preju- 
diced againſt him, that he will not hearkento any ſolt- 
citation that is made in his behalf. All the perſons 
of rank in Grenada have been employed to beg he may 
be ann, but it has had n no effect 19225 our 
maſter, - 8 

You have gone ths wrong way to work, venous] 


ſaid I ; if there had been no ſolicitations made for Mr. 


Licentiate, it might have been better for him; I know: 
his Grace's diſpoſition; recommendations and intreaties 
ſerve only to aggravate the fault of an eceleſia ſtie in his. 
opinion. Very lately 1 overheard him ſay, the more 
intereſt that is made for a prieſt, who has been guilty 
of irregularity, the more it augments his ſcandal, and 
induces me to uſe the more ſeverity towards him. 
The ſteward replied, That is very unlueky, and my- 
friend would be greatly at a loſs, were he not bleſſed 
with good hands; he writes admirably well, and by: 
that keeps himſelf out of difficulties. I was defirous- 
to ſee if this writing, ſo greatly. commended, exceeded 
my own very much, and accordingly the lieentiate, who. 
had a ſpecimen: of it in his pocket, ſhewed it to me, 
and I admired it greatly; it ſeemed a copy of à great 
maſter. While I was looking at this handſome perform 


_ ance, ſomething came into my head; I teld Garcias to. 
leave the ſpecimen: with me, and probably 1 might 


make ſome uſe of it, which might turn to his adyan- 
tage; that at that time I could not explain myſelf, but. 
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would ſay more to him next day about it- The licens: 
tiate, to whom likely the ſteward: commended my ge- 
nius, ſeemed as well ſatisfied as if he really had been 


that very day did all I could. for. bim in thy TS 
manner. it 

Being with the 108 hon alone; I 1 Gar- 
cias's writing to him; he fe | | 7% 
it: then embracing the opportunity, I ſaid to him, As 
you will not have your homilies printed, IL wiſh you 
would have them wrote in this hand. I am content 
with thine, replied the prelate; but I confeſs, I ſhould: 
not diſlike to have a eopy of my works in that bands 
T.anſwered, your Grace needs only to ſpeak to the per- 
ſon who writes ſo well, he is- a licentiate of, my acs 
quaintance, who will. be delighted to have it in his 
power to ſerve you in this manner, as he may by theſe: 
means prevail upon your goodneſs to relieve him from: 
the diſagreeable ſituation he 3 is fo: ae as to be. 
in at preſent... + 

The prelate enquired ar was a name of the li. 
centiate; 1. replied,. his name is Lewis Garciass; and: 
his arief for having incurred your diſpleaſure has 


miſtake. riot, was chaplain to a nunnery, and! is under, 
the cenſure of the church; I remember ſome informa- 
tions made againſt him; his, morals-are not good. Sir, 
faid I, interrupting him, I will not offer to quſtify bim; 
but I am ſenſible that he has enemies; and he tells me! 
that thofe.people-who informed you, had a greater de- 
fire. to do him an injury than to repreſent the truth. 


very malicious people in the world: and allowing his! 


8 
4 


reinſtated in his office. I fincerely wifhed he was; and 


made him almoſt reſolute: This Garcias, ſaid he, if B 


That is very poſſible, ſaid the prelate, there. are ſome 


aonduct has been none of the beſt, he probably may; 


5 
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him the homilies to write over fair. 


have. repented of- his chin; ** in ſhort, 1 
is mercy for all eee Beens here, L 
take off his ſuſpenſion. n SAG 


Thus, when ſelf-intereſt is ache 8. a Pay - . 


vere people will be ſoftened: the archbiſhopreadily grant - 


ed, for the vanity ofhaving his works well written, what he 


had refuſed to the ſolicitations of men of the firſt rank. 


I immediately carried the news to the ſte ward,; who in- 
formed his; friend Gracias of it. The next day the Ai- 
.centiate came to thank me proportionably to the fa» 
vour 1 had obtained him. I carried him before my 
maſter, who only ſlightly reprimanded him, and gave 
Garcias acquitted 

himſelf ſo well, that he was re- eſtabliſned in his mi- 
niſtry, and obtained the living of Gabia, a "ou mar- 
ket- town at no great diſtance from. Grenada. 


eee eee 
n We, eee 


The Archbiſhop takes an Apoplefhic Fit. The Dilenms 
8 11 Blas is in, and how he extficates himſelf. | 


-HILE 1 was thus diſpenſi ing 7 ai to 
different people, Don Fernando was preparing 
to leave Grenada. I went to pay him a viſit before 
his departure, to give him thanks for the good poſt he 
had got me. He ſaw me appear ſo well ſatisfied, that 
he thus expreſſed himſelf: My dear Gil Blas, I am de- 
lighted to find you ſo well pleaſed with my uncle the 
archbiſhop. I replied, indeed I am charmed with him 3 


he diſcovers ſo much goodneſs towards me, that I can= 


not be too grateful for it. Nothing elſe could have 
comforted me "ob an 58 wh Don Wit and Vis fon. 3 


et 
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J dare fay, anſwered he, that they alſo are uneaſy at be · 
ing ſeparated from you: but it may not be an everlaſ 
ting ſeparation 3 fortune may one day bring you toge» 
ther again. Theſe words affected me greatly; I ſigh- 
ed, and at that inſtant found ſo ftrong an affeCtion for 
Don Alphonſo, that I could readily have left the biſhop, 
and all my. agreeable proſpects, to return to the caſtle 
of Leyva, if the obſtacle which drove me from it had 
been removed. Don Fernandoſaw me moved, and it 
gave him. ſo much pleaſure, that he embraced me moſt 
affectionately, and aſſured me that his whole —_— 
would always be concerned for my welfare. 
Two months after the departure of this gentleman, 
while I was in the height of my favour, there was a 
great alarm at the archi-epiſcopal palace: his Grace 
was ſeized with an apoplectic fit. However, he bad 
immediate aſſiſtance; ſuch ſovereign remedies were ap- 
plied, that his health was re-eſtabliſhed in a few days. 
But his judgment had received a terrible ſhock, which 
appeared very plain in the next diſcourſe he compoſed. 
However, I was not ſo ſenſible of the difference, as to 
Imagine that the orator began to droop; and waited for 
another homily before I declared my ſentiments, which 
indeed diſcovered it very plainly. The good old pr 
ſometimes repeated the ſame things over and ovef, and 
at others he roſe too high, or ſunk too low. It was a 
long winded diſcourſe, the rhetoric of an old ſchool- 
maſter. 
I was not the only perſon who obſerved this; ** 
part of the audience, as if they had been retained on 


purpoſe to examine it, ſpoke to each other in a low | 


voice, This diſcourſe ſmells much of the apoplexy. 
Upon which I ſaid to myſelf, Come, Mr. Arbiter of the 
homilies, prepare to do your office; you ſee his Grace 
flags; it is your duty to appriſe him of it, not only on 
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account of your being his confident, but allo leſt ſome 


of his friends ſhould prevent you, by being fo free as 
to inform him of it: in which caſe you; know what 
would be your fate; you would be ſtruck out of his 
will, in which undoubtedly there is a better legacy pro- 
vided for youy than the Licentiate Sedillo's s library. 
2 then made other reflections of a very different na- 

- To give the notice in queſtion, appeared to me 

a ee nice point; I fuppoſed that it might not be well 
received by an author like him, who had ſo great an o- 
pinion of his own works; but laying aſide that thought, 
I imagined it impoſſible he ſhould take it ill, after ha- 
ving preſſed me to do ſo: and I expected that I could 
mention it with addreſs, and could gild the pill fo as 
he ſhould ſwallow it without reluQtance. In ſhort, 
finding that by being filent I was in more hazard than 
by ſpeaking, I determined to tell him my thoughts. 
Now the only thing which perplexed me was how 

to bring it off to him: but very luckily the orator him- 
{elf aſſiſted me in this, by enquiring what people faid 
of his laſt ſermon, whether they were ſatisſied with it. 
I replied, that his homilies had always been admired, 
but the laſt did not meet with the ſame approbation as 
his former ones; the hearers were not ſo much affec- 
ted by it. How, friend, anſwered he ſurpriſed, was 
there an * Ariftarchus prefent? No, my Lord, anſwer- 
ed I; ſuch works as yours are not to be criticifedz 
they delight every body. However, as you charged 
me to be free and fincere, I will make ſo bold as to tell 
you, that your laſt diſcourſe, in my opinion, had not 
the ſame energy as your former ones. Do you not 


think the ſame? 


At theſe words my maſter turned pale, and with a 


* A great critic, t 
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forced ſmile anſwered, So, Mr. Gil Blas, I find this 


Piece is not to your taſte then? I do not ſay that, an- 
ſwered I, interrupting him quite in confuſion: I think 
it very ſine, though inferior to the former ones. 1 
underſtand you, replied he, do not you think I dropp? 
be free with me. You believe it is time for me to re- 
tire. I replied, I would not have been ſo forward asto 
tell you my mind ſo freely, had your Grace not 
commanded me. I only do it in compliance with your 
deſire, and I humbly beg that your Grace will not take 
my freedom ill. God forbid, replied he haſtily, that 
J ſhould reproach you with it; it would be very unjuſt 


if I did. I do not take it amiſs that you ſpeak your 


Jentiments, but I find them erroneous. I have been 
N deceived in your weak underſtanding. 

I was greatly diſconcerted, and I endeavoured to ſet 
matters right againz but how can one calm an enraged 
author, who is accuſtomed to praiſes? Say no more, 
friend, cried he, you are too raw to ſee things in a pro- 
per light. I aſſure you, I never compoſed a better ho- 
mily than that which you diſapprove. of. Thank God, 
my genius is as vigorous as ever: and for the future 1 
will make a better choice of a confident; I will have an 
abler judge. Go, ſaid he, turning me out of the clo- 
ſet, tell my treaſurer that I order you a hundred du- 
cats; and with that ſum may heaven direct you. Fare 
well, Mr. Gil Blas, I wiſh you a better taſte, * all 
manner 5 7 
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The Step Gil Blas tek after he was I aui 55 the | 
Archbiſhop. He accidentally meets with the Licenti- 
ate whom he had obliged. The ths age W ag | 
him of his Gratitude, | 


WENT from' the cloſer, curſing the \cebliop! s 

weakneſs; my rage againſt him was greater than 
my vexation for the lofs of my fortune. I was even 
doubtful whether I ſhould receive the hundred ducats; 
but after ſome deliberation, I was not ſo imple as to 
refuſe them. TI refiefted that this money would not 
deprive me of the right of ridiculing the prelate, Which 
I was determined to do, whenever his homilies were 
ſpoken of in my company. fo 5 

I therefore demanded the hundred ducats from te 
treaſurer, without telling him what had happened be- 
tween the archbiſhop and me; and then went in ſearch 
of Melchior de la Ronda, to take my laſt farewell of 
him. His regard for me was ſo ſtrong, that he felt for 
my misfortune. - | 
I related the ſtory. He could not refrain from bla- 
ming the archbiſhop, notwithſtanding-the. reſpect he 
owed him. I ſwore in my anger, that the prelate ſhould 
pay for it, for chat I would aniuſe the whole town at 
bis expence. The ſenſible Melchior ſaid, Gil Blas, I 


beg you will take my advice; rather ſtifle your reſent- 


ment; people of an inferior rank-ought always to be- 
have reſpectfully to people of quality, notwithſtanding 
they may bave reaſon. to complain. I confeſs that there 
a:e ſome very weak noblemen, who do not deſec ve re- 
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I ſaw grief in his countenance while 
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ſpect; but they are to be feared, as ey have it in their 
power to hurt us. 

I returned the old valet de 8 thanks for his 
good advice, and promiſed to obſerve it. If you go to 
Madrid, ſaid he, pay my nephew. Joſeph Navarro a vi- 
kt. He 1s clerk of the kiichen to Don Balthazar de 
Zuniga, and I aſſure you he is a young man worthy of 
your eſteem. He is biiſk, free, obliging, and ready to 
ſerve his friends; I with you and. he may be acquain- 
ted. I told him I would not neglect to wait upon his 
friend Joſeph, as ſoon as I arrived at Madrid, where 1 
was determined to go. Then I left the archbiſhop's 
palace, with an intention never to return again. If I 
had kept my horſe, I would probably have ſet out im- 
mediately for Toledo; but I had diſpoſed of him while 
E was in favour, dg I ſhould have no further oc- 
caſion for him. I took a room ready ſurniſhed, deter- 
mining to remain at Grenada a month, and then repair 
to the Count de Polan. f 

As dinner-time was advancing, I enquired of my 
landlady if there was an eating-houſe near; ſhe told 
me there was an exceeding good one at no great dif- 
tance, which was frequented by very good company, 
and people were extremely well ſerved' there. I defi 
red her to ſhew me the place, and went directly there, 
where I was introduced into a large hall, reſembling a 
refeQory, where ten or a dozen men were placed at a 
large table, covered with a dirty cloth, converling with 
each other while they were at meſs, Mine was brought, 
which at another time would have made me regret the 
Joſs of the archbiſhop's table; but then I was fo much 
nettled, that I preferred the ſmall allowance of the eats 
ing-houſe to the prelate's good cheer. I condemned 
the number of diſhes which were at each meal, and, 
like the doctor of Valladolid, ſecretly exclaimed, Un- 
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debauch. 


pany for a few days at my houſe at Gabia, where you 
ſnall be received like a generous Mecænas, to whom 1 
am indebted for the calm and pleafant life I lead there? 


* 
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happy are thoſe who frequent ſuch pernicious tables, 
where one muſt conſtantly be upon one's guard, for fear 


- UE overloading. his ſtomach: one cannot eat too little. I 
went on, in my bad humour, praiſing the very maxims 


I had ſo much neglected. > 4:19 
While I was diſpatching my commons, not afraid of 
ex2eeding the bounds of temperance, who ſhould come 


into the hall but the Licentiate Lewis Garcias, then vi- 


car of Gabia, The moment he ſaw me, he ran eager- 
ly to ſalute me, with all the ſigns of joy. He claſped 


me in his arms, and I was obliged to endure a long com- 


pliment upon the ſervice I had been of to him. His 
too great gratitude quite fatigued me, and placing him- 
ſelf by me, Egad! my good patron, as I have been ſo 
fortunate as to meet with you, we will not part with» 


out taking a ckearful glaſs together. But as there is 


no good wine to be had here, I will carry you to a place 
where we can have a bottle of fine dry Lucena, and a 
little good muſcadine of Foncarrel. 


Can I not have the happineſs of your com- 


While he was talking to me in this manner, they 
brought him his a, which he began to eat very 
heavily, every now and then.ſaying ſomething pleaſing 
to me; and I in my turn took this opportunity to talk 
to him; and as he did not neglect inquiring after his 


friend the ſteward, I acquainted him with my having 
left the archbiſhop's ſervice. I even told him every 


circumſtance of my diſgrace, which he liſtened to with 


the greateſt attention. I expected to have ſeen him o- 


verwhelmed with ſorrow, after the friendſhip he bad 


expreſſed, and to have heard him exclaim againſt 5 


archbiſhop; but that appeared diſtant from his _ 
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he grew cold and thoughtful, and did not ſay one ſyllable 
nore while he was at dinner, but riſing quickly from 
the table, ſaluted me coolly, and walked of. The un- 
grateful .wretch perceiving I was not now in a ſitua- 
tion to ſerve him, would not even be at the trouble of 
concealing his ſentiments. . I only contemptuouſly 


ſmiled at his ingratitude, and called aloud to him, Hol- 


la, you diſcreet chaplain of the nuns, go and cool that 
ie Lucena wine you invited me to. 


C HAP. VI. 


Gil Blas goes to fee a Play at 83 and is ſurpriſed 
at the Sight of one of the e the conſequat 


of it. 


O ſooner was Garcias gone out of the hall, than 

there came in two well-drefſed cavaliers; they 
ſar down by me, and began to talk of the company of 
players, and a new comedy:that was then ated. By 
their converſation, I found this piece had made a great 
noiſe in town, which raiſed a defire in me to go and 
ſee it that very night, as I had not ſeen a play all the 
time I was at Grenada; being moſt of the time at the 
archbiſhop,s, where this diverſion was excluded, I de- 


prived myſelf of that pleaſure. My maſter's homilies 


had been my only entertainment. 


At the proper time I went to the play-houſe, where 


1 found a numerous audience, moſt of whom were bu- 
ſy making remarks upon the play before it began, and 
every body pretended to criticiſe upon it: one perſon 
declared himſelf for the performance, another againſt it; 
one perion upon my right hand exclaims, Did you e- 


accordingly he abuſed their favour. 
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ver ſee a piece better: written? One on my left hand 


cries, What a pitiful ſtyle it is! Really if there are 
many bad authors, it muſt be owned there are ſtill 
more wretched critics. And when I conſider the hard- 
ſhips. dramatic poets lie under, Jam amazed any of 
them Has the courage to brave the ignorance of the 
multitude, and the dangerous cenſute of witlings, ** | 
often corrupt the judgment of the public. 

The Gracioſo at length preſented himſelf to open 
the ſcene, and they ſaluted him with a general clap, 
which informed me that he was one of thoMpoiled ac- 
tors, in whom the pit pardons every thing; In ſhort, 
this-player did not utter a word nor perform a geſture, 
without applauſe. The audience let him perceive too 
plainly the pleaſure they took in ſeeing him perform, and 
1 obſerved that he 
ſometimes forgot himfelf upon the ſtage, and put their 
prepoſſeſſion in his behalf to too ſevere a proof. 1 
they had hiſſed him ſometimes, inſtead of clapping but, 
they would have done more juſtice to him. 

They alſo applauded ſome other actors, and particus 
larly an aCtreſs, who played the part of a ſervant. Þ 
looked at her attentively; but how can I expreſs my 
ſurprize, when I diſcovered her to be Laura, my des 


Laura, who I expected was (till at Madrid with Pane 


nia, There was not the ſmalleſt room to doubt that 
it was ſhe., Her features, ſhape, and tone of voice, aſ- 
ſured me that I was not miſtaken. However, I en- 
quired her name from:a cavalier who ſat near me, as if 
I had miſtruſted my eyes and cars. Ha! ſaid he, not | 

know the fair Eſtella? Where do you come from? You 
muſt be newly arrived. 
Her diſguiſe could not deceive me; the reſemblance 
was too great for me to be miſtaken. I could eafily 
comprehend, that when Eaura changed her ſituation, 
B 3 
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ſhe Re alſo change her name: and being deſirous 
to kifow her preſent ſituation, as the public are gene- 
rally pretty well acquainted with the affairs of per- 
ſons of that ſphere, I enquired of the ſame perſon, if 
this Eſtella had any lover of conſequence? he anſwered, 
that a great Portugueſe nobleman, named the Marquis 
de Marialva, who was at Grenada, had, for theſe two 
months, ſpent plenty of money on her account. He 
would have faid a great deal more, but J was afraid of 


aſking him too many queſtions, The intelligence this 


cavalicr had given me, took up my attention more than 
the comedy; and if any body hadaſked me the ſubject of 
the play when I came out, I ſhould have been greatly 
at a loſs for an anſwer, I could do nothing but muſe 
upon Laura and Eſtella, and determined to pay her a vi- 
fit next day. But I could not help being very anxious 
about the reception I ſhauld meet with, as I ſuſpected 
my preſence would not be very agreeable in her preſent 
fouriſhing ſituation: I even ſuppoſed that ſo good an 
actreſs, out of revenge for my having diſobliged her, 
would diſclaim any acquaintarice with me. This hows 
ever did not prevent me from putting my deſign into 
execution; ſo after an indifferent ſupper (for my eat- 


ing- -houſe afforded no other), I went home to my lod- 


ging, and patiently wiſhed for next morning. 
That night I ſlept very little, and roſe at 4 be 
But as I ſuppoſed a nobleman's miſtreſs would not be 
up ſo early, I ſpent three or four hours in dreſſing; 
thaving, powdering, and perfuming, reſolving to ap- 
pear before her dreſſed fo as not to give her reaſon to 
be aſhamed of ſuch an acquaintance. About ten o 
clock I went to her lodging, to which I got a direc- 
tion at the play-houſe. She had the fiiſt:floor of a 
large houſe. A chamber-maid came to the door, and 
I told her I wanted to ſpeak with Eſtella. I heard 
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the girl deliver the meſſage, and Eſtella ceplind] in aloud 
voice, What does the young man want? Who is he? 
Shew him in. By her manner of ſpeaking, I conclud- 
ed that I had choſen an improper- time to pay my vi- 
fit; that her Portugueſe lover was at her toilet; and her 
reaſon for ſpeaking ſo loud, was to convince him that 
ſhe was not accuſtomed to receive ſuſpected meſſages 
My conjectures were very. right, the Marquis de Maxi- 
alva generally ſpent the morning in her company. I 
expected a rough- compliment, but was greatly cli ſap- 
pointed. This original of an actreſs, immediately an 
ſeeing me, received me with open arms, ſaying, Ah! 
is it you, my dear brother? embracing me again and a- 
gain: and turning to her lover, My Lord, faid ſhe, for- 
give me for yielding to the foree of nature in your pre- 
ſence: I cannot, after three years ſeparation, ſee a bro- 
ther whom Itenderly love, without giving him ſome 
proofs of my regard, Well, my dear Gil Blas, conti- 
nued ſhe, again addreffing herſelf to me, give me ſame: 
account of our E what ſituation have you left 
them in? | 

At firſt this converſation embarraſſed me, but I very 
ſoon diſcovered Laura's intention, and, with an air ſui» 
table to the farce we were about to act, I anſwered, 
Thank God, ſiſter, our parents are very well. I make 
no doubt, replied the, but you are ſurpriſed to ſee me 
an actreſs. at Grenada; but do not blame me till you 


know the reaſon. You remember it is three years ſince 


my father expected he had ſettled me advantageoully, 
by giving me to Captain Don Antonio Ceelo in mar- 
riage, who carried me from Aſturia to Madrid, the 
place of his nativity, Six months after our arrival at 
that city, having an affair of honour brought upon him 
by his violent. temper, he killed a cavalier (who had ta- 
ken it into his head to pay me ſome attention) in a 
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188 duel. This gentleman being related to ſome perſons 

1 of quality and credit, obliged my huſband to make his | 
1 eſcape into Catalonia, with all the ready money and | 
+ 14 | Jewels we had in our poſſeſſion. He embarked at Bar- | 
14 celona, went into Italy, engaged in the Venetian ſer- | 
þ 4 vice, and at laſt loſt his life in the Morea, fighting a- 
1958 | gainſt the Turks. In the mean time an eſtate, and the | 
1 only one we had to rely on, was confiſcated, and I be- f 
14 came a poor widow. In ſuch extremity, what could 1 

WE} do? I could not return into Aſturia; beſides, what g 
191 could I do there? I could only receive eondolences from ; 
1 my family. Nor would I embrace a life of libertiniſm; 
"wat 6 my education was too good for that. What then ſhould , 
| 14 1 do? in ſhort, to 2 my reputation, I turned ac- 
9 treſs. [ 
181 I could hardly refrain from laughing while Laura : 
1 was talking in this manner; however, I conquered my- 7 
1 ſelf, and anſwered in a grave tone, Siſter, I approve of 2 
1148 your conduct, and am very glad to ſee you ſo well ee: 0 
1 tled here. t 
480 The Marquis was all attention when he ſpoke, add . 
1 believed every ſyllable ſhe ſaid; he even joined in the 

1. converſation, and enquired whether I had any employ- * 
. ment at Grenada or elſewhere. I was at a loſs what . 
Y i | anſwer to make, whether I ſhould tell a lye; but, on * 
1 ; reflexion, not thinking that needful, I ſpoke the truth, . 
1 telling him every circumſtance, how I was hired at the 8 
N #1 archbiſhop's, and why I was diſmiſſed. My ſtory af- 3 
1 forded the nobleman much diverfion; and indeed, I did 5 
„ rally a little at the expence of the archbiſhop, notwith- a 
. ſtanding my promiſe to Melchior. But what was the E 
"hn moſt entertaining part, Laura imagined that I had in- - 
418 vented this ſtory, in imitation of her, and took loud fits 1 
ii 15 of laughing, which ſhe would not have done, had hw * 
bl 15 known that I was not diſembling. 5 
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When T had ended my ſtory, word was brought that 
dinner was ready at my eating houſe, where I would. 
have immediately withdrawn, but was preyenied by 


Laura, who ſaid, Brother, you ſhall dine here; and I 
will not allow you to ſtay any longer at your lodging. 


Order your baggage to my houſe; you ſhall both eat 


and ſleep here; 1 have a ſpare bed at your ſervice. 


Upon this the Portugueſe nobleman, who probably 
was not well pleaſed with this hoſpitality, addreſſing ; 
himſelf to Laura, No, Eſtella, you have not convenience 
He appears to be 


for your brother in theſe lodgings. 
a pretty young fellow, and his being dear to you, inte- 
reſts me in his favour. I will take him as my favourite 


ſecretary and confident; let him come to my heuſe this 


night. 1 will order an apartment to be prepared ſor him, 


and give him a falary of four hundred ducats a-Vear: 


and if I have reaſon to be pleaſed with his behaviour 
(as I hope I ſhall) I will put him into ſuch a- ſituation, 
that he will not be "_ for having: left the ar chbi- 
ſhop." © 

The Lehne spe 1 made upon this e 
were joined by thoſe of Laura, which were ſtill more 
expreſſive. Not a word more about it, interrupted he, 


it is done. Then he ſaluted his theatrical princeſs, - 


and took his leave. She went with me into a cloſer, 


and finding herſelf alone with me, I ſhould burſt, cri- 


ed ſhe, if I refrained from laughing any longer. Then 


ſeating herſelf in an eaſy chair, and holding her ſlides, ſhe | 


laughed to ſuch a degree, that it might have been ſup». 
poſed ſhe had loſt her ſenſes. It was impoſſible for me 


to refrain, I followed her example; and when we bad 


ſufficiently indulged. ourſelves, Gil Blas, ſaid ſhe, own+ 


that we have acted a pleaſant farce; but I did not ex 


pect it would end in this manner. I only intended. to 
provide you with a table and lodging in my houſe; and 
1 
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itt was that I might offer them with propriety, that made 
1 me. own you for my brother. However, it gives me 
. great pleaſure that fortune has preferred you to a good 
{4 poſt. The Marquis de Marialva has a very generous 
— 1 diſpoſition, and probably will do niore for you than he 
4 3 has promiſed; and perhaps no other perſon but myſelf 
114 would have received ſo graciouſly a perſon who leaves 
11 his friends without taking leave of them: but I am one 
14 of thoſe good -· tempered creatures, who cannot help re- 
1.8 cciving with pleaſure a rogue I once reſpected. 
1 38 I freely owned that I had behaved ill, and aſked her 
R808 pardon; then conducting me into an elegant dining- 
4 room, we ſat down to table, and behaved to each other 
"il b as brother and ſiſter, as a chambermaid and footman 
1 were attending. Having finiſhed dinner, we retired a- 
11 gain to the cloſet, where we amuſed each other as before. 
1 There my incomparable Laura giving looſe to her natu- 
ii 5 ral gaiety, deſired to have an account of all my adven - 
| * | i tures ſince we had ſeen each other. I gave her a true 
1 account of the whole; and after I had ſatisfied her cu- 
if 1 riofity, ſhe complied with my requeſt, in giving me an 
\ 5 1 account of herſelf, as follows. | 
„ i | 


EE 
[| | CHAP. vn. 


The Story of Laura. 


WILL relate as minutely as poſſible how I acciden- 
tally embraced the profeſſion of an actreſs. Aſter 
you had left me fo genteelly, ſeveral remarkable things 
happened. Arſenia my miſtreſs, being tired with the 
world, rather than diſguſted at it, renounced the ſtage, 
and retired io a ſine eſtate ſhe had bought near Zamo- 


* 
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ra, with the price of her favours, where ſhe took me 


with her. We very. ſoon contracted an acquaintance in 


that city, where we went frequently and ſpent a day or two,. 


and then returned to our caſtle, and ſhut ourſelves up., 


In one of theſe little excurfions, Don Felix Maldo- 
nado, an only ſon to the corregidor of Zamora, ſaw me 
accidentally, and I was ſo. fortunate as to pleaſe him. 


He endeavoured to get an opportunity of ſpeaking to me 


alone, and to be free with you, I endeavoured to find 
one. He was a cavalier about twenty years of age, fair 
as Love himſelf, perfectly well ſhaped, and ſill more 


pleaſing in his gallant and generous behaviour than in 


his perſon. He had a large brilliant upon his finger, 
which he made me an offer of with ſo good a grace, 
and ſo importunely, that I could by no means avoid 


accepting of it. TI*could not But be indifferent about ſo 


amiable a gallantz but it is very imprudent in girls in 


my ſituation to attach themſelves to heirs of people . ; 


quality. The corregidor his father was very ſevere, 
and being informed of Hur correſpondence, made hafte 
to prevent the conſequences; and had me apprehended. 
by a company of alguazils, who carried me to the hoſ- 
pital de la Pitie, in ſpite of my tears; where, without 
any other form of proceſs, the ſuperior ordered .my 
cloaths and ring to be taken off, and put on me a long 
gown of grey cloth, which was bound about me with a 
{trap of black leather, from whence a roſary of large beads 

hung down to my feet. Then they conducted me into 
a hall, where there was an old monk, of what order 1 


know not, who began to preach penitence to me, much 


in the ſame way as Dame Leonarda exorted you to pa- 
tience in the cave. He told me that thoſe ho had or- 
dered me to be cohfined were my friends, and I Wag 


much e to them for drawing me out ol the ſnares 
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ol the devil. I freely own Twas uneraaſel; for I load- 
ed them with imprecations, inſtead of thanks. | 
I paſſed eight days in the greateſt affliction, but on 
the ninth, for I counted every moment, my fate appear 
ed inclinable to change. In crofling a ſmall court, I 
met the ſteward of the houſe, a perſon to whom all 
were under ſubjection; even the ſuperior was obliged 
to ſubmit, and he rendered an account of his ſtewardſhip 
to the corregidor only, as he depended on no other per- 
ſon, and the corregidor repoſed all his confidence in 
him. He was called Pedro Zendono, and was born at 
Selleſdon in Biſcay. © He was a tall, thin, pale man; 
his figure would have been a good pattern for the pie- 
ture of the good thief: he ſcarce ſeemed to take any no- 
tice of the ſiſters; and though you have lived in the 
archbiſhop's Wee An ſaw ſuch an ene 

face. - 
This Signior Zendono a me, 5 Daugh- 
ter, your misfortunes have touched me, be comforted. 
He went on without ſaying any more, and left me to 
make what comments I pleaſed upon ſo laconic a text. 
As I had a good opinion of him, I innocently imagined 
that he had taken ſome trouble to enquire into the rea- 
ſon of my confinement, and finding me not ſo guilty 
as to deſerve ſuch hard treatment, he intended to do - 
me, ſome ſervice with the corregidor. But I was quite 


miſtaken with regard to his intentions; they were very in 
different: he imparted them to me a few days after, Im 
and intending to take a journey, My dear Laura, faid WW w 
he, your ſufferings affect me greatly, and I am deter- de 
mined to put an end to them. I know I ſhall ruin my- ea 
ſelf by it, but 1 am no longer maſter of myſelf. I will 

take you from priſon to-morrow, and conduct you to hz 
Madrid, as I am reſolved to ſacrifice every ng tothe Mo: 


| Pleaſure of being your deliverer. | 8 Fl 


At "A words I was ready to faint'with joy; from 
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my being ſo thankful, he imagined I wiſhed for nothing 


fo much as my liberty, and he was-ſo-bold as to carry” 


me off next day in open day-light, in the following 


manner. 


corregidor's orders to carry me to him at his pleaſure - 


He informed the ſuperior, that he had the 


houſe, two leagues from town, and made me boldly get 


into the 


which he had purchaſed on that occaſion, and had ne 


chaiſe with him, drawn by two good mules, 


other attendants but a ſervant, who drove the chaiſe, 


and who was entirely devoted to the ſteward. We did. 


not ſet out for Madrid, as I expected, but towards the 
frontiers of Portugal, where we arrived before the core 
regidor of Zemora could be informed of our flight, nd 


ſend his 


The Biſcayner made me dreſs myſelf in a | ſuit of 


beagles of juſtice after us: 


men's cloaths before we entered Braganza, which he had 
brought for that purpoſe; and looking upon me as fair- 


ly engaged with him, as foon as we arrived at the inn, 


he addreffed me thus: Fair Laura, be not diſobliged at 


me for bringing you into Portugal, for in our native 


country the corregidor of Zamora would have purſued 
us as two criminals, to whom Spain ought not to give 


refuge: 


but, added he, in this foreign country we may 


ſhelter ourſelves; although it be at preſent under the 
dominion of the Spaniſh monarchy, we ſhall at leaſt be 


in more 


where I 


ſafety here, than at home; therefore follow a 
man who adores you. We will ſettle at Coimbra, 


will become a ſpy for the holy office: and un- 


der covert of that formidable tribunal, we will live in 


eaſe and 


pleaſure. . | 4: 


A propoſal of this kind made meager that I 


alone, 


had a cavalier to deal with, who would not redreſs the 
grievances of damſels for the glory of knight-errantry 
I found that he depended very much upon my 
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gratitude, and ſtill more upon my diſtreſs. Notwith- 
ſanding both theſe confiderations were in his favour, } 
diſdainfully rejelied his propoſal: Indeed, Ic had two 
very good reaſons for receiving his offers with reſerve; 
his perſon was very diſagreeable, and I: was doubtfuF 
concerning his circumſtances :. but upon his making an 


offer of marriage, and ſhewing me that his ſtewardſhip 


had enriched him greatly, I confeſs that I began to 
hearken to his addreſſes. The gold and jewels which 
he difplayed before me. dazzled me; and I found by 
experience, that intereſt makes as many metamorpho- 
ſes as love. My Biſcayner gradually became quite a» 
nother perſon in my eyes; I-thought his tall withered 
body a very fine ſhape, and his pale complexion ap- 
peared agreeably fair; and- J even had a favourable: o- 
pinion of his-hypoeritical looks. I then freely.accep: 
ted his hand, in the face. of Heaven, which he. called to 


_ witneſs his engagement. We then proceeded on out 


Journey, henolonger having any contradiction from me; 
and Coimbra ſoon received a new. family within its 
gates. | 


My huſband purchaſed ſome genteel cloaths, and ſe· 


veral diamonds for me, amongſt which I knew again 


that which belonged to Don Felix Maldonado, This 


gave me ſufficient reaſon to gueſs how he had come by 
theſe diamonds; it let me ſee that I had not married a 
rigid obſerver of the ſeventh article of the decalogue. 
But looking upon myſelf as the firſt cauſe of his dex- 
terity, I overlooked it. A woman will excuſe bad ac: 
tions, which are occaſioned by her beauty. Had that 
not been the caſe, I would have deteſted him. 

For two or three months I was very well pleaſed 
with him; he appeared to love me tenderly, and always 
behaved gallantly: yer the marks of his affe&tion were 
but falſe appearances; for the villain tricked me at laſt, 
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I returned from maſs one morning, and found an emp- 


ty houſe; all the goods, and even my cloaths, were 


carried off. Zendono and his faithſul attendant had 
managed affairs ſo well, that in leſs than an hour the 


houſe was entirely ſtripped. Here I found myſelf a- 


bandoned, like another Ariadne, by an. ungrateful: 
fellow, with only the cloaths on. my. back, and Don 
Felix's ring on my finger. But I did not entertain my- 
ſelf with making elegies on my misfortune; I rather- . 
was thankful to God, for delivering me from ſuch a - 


wretch, who muſt come to juſtice one time or other. . 


I reckoned all the time we had been together as loſt, . 
which I ſhould ſoon recover again. There were ſeve- 


ral women of quality in Portugal who would have ta- 


ken me, if I would have ſtaid there; but whether it 


was the love of my country, or whether I was drawn. 
by the influence of my ftars, which were preparing a- 
better deſtiny for me, I had a ſtrong inclination to re- 


turn into Spain, which I determined to do, and applied 


to a jeweller, who gave me caſh for my ring; and 1 


4et out in a chaiſe with an old Spaniſh lady who Was 


going to Seville. 

Dorothea was the name of the lady; ſhe had been 
at Coimbra on a viſit to a relation who was ſettled there, 
and was now on her return to Seville, where ſhe lived. 
There was ſuch a ſympathy between us, that we became 


very well acquainted with each other on the firſt day 


of our journey; and our friendſhip increaſed ſo much 
on the way, that on our arrival at Seville, ſhe infilted 
I ſhould lodge no where but at her houſe. I had no 
reaſon to repent of my acquaintance; ſhe was a woman 
of exceeding good character. One might till fee by 
her features, and lively eyes, that ſhe had occaſioned 
many ſerenades. She was the widow of feveral noble 
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huſbands, and now lived ene _—_ the Jointurs 


fhe enjoyed. 

She had among many' other excellent quinibe] chit 
of being compaſſionate to the misfortunes of young 
women: When I related my ſtory to her, ſhe hearti- 
ly 3 my intereſts, and poured out a thouſand 
curſes upon Zendono. What rogues the men are! 


faid ſhe in a tone of voice, which made me imagine ſhe 
had in her time met with a ſteward of a nunnery. There 


are in the world ſuch à ſet of wretched villains, who 
entertain themſelves at the expence of rnining women. 


But what gives me pleaſure, my dear child, added ſhe, 


is, that you are nowiſe tied to the perjured Biſcayner. 
If your marriage with him was good enough to ſecure 
your reputation, by way of reward, it is alfo bad enough 
to allow you to contract + better when you. have an * 
portunity, _ | 
Every day I went with Dorothea either to ckurek or 
ſomewhere elſe, which was the way ſoon to meet with 
ſome adventure. TI attraCted the eyes of ſeveral cava: 
hers, ſome of whom, who were willing to ſound me; 
made intereſt with my old landlady; but ſome were not 
able to make a genteel ſettlement, and others were ſtill 


minors, ſo that J had little encouragement to hearken 


to any of them. 
One day Dorothea and I took a fancy to go to a 
play at Seville, and upon reading the bill, ſaw they in- 


tended to act La Famoſa Comedia, El Embaxodor de 


Si- miſmo, compoſed by Lopez de Vega Carpio. 
I diſcovered among the actreſſes who appeared on 


the ſtage my old friend Phenice, that chearful girl, 


whom thou haſt ſeen when ſhe was waiting-maid to 


Florimonda, and with whom you have ſometimes ſup- 
I knew that ſhe had been from 
Madrid two years, but did not imagine that ſhe had 


ped at Arſenia's houſe, 
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become actreſs. As I was very impatient to embrace 
her, I thought the play very tedious, but this might be 
occaſioned by the comedy being done either too well or 


„too ill to divert me; for as Fam very chearful, I can be 
| one. 3s 

| At laſt the wiſhed-for moment came, the Famoſa 
: Comedia was ended; my widow and I went behind the 


| 
4 
| 
f 
i 
as much An at a ridiculous player as x very En | i 
| 
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ſcenes, where we ſaw Phenice acting the coquette, and 
affectionately liſtening to the ſoft warbling of a young 
ſpark, who had allowed himſelf to be inchanted with 
the charms of her utterance. As ſoon as ſhe perceived 
me, ſhe left her admirer with a gracious ſmile, and ran 
to me with open arms, loading me with careſſes. We 
mutually expreſſed our joy at ſeeing each other; but 
the time and place not allowing us to have a long con- 
verſation, we refrained from any more till next dap 
that we met at her lodging. 

One of the moſt eager paſſions in nt is that 
of talking. I could not fleep the whole night, ſo much 
did I long to talk with Phenice, and teaze her with 
queſtions. Heaven knows that I was net backward in 
riſing, and going to her lodgings, according as the di- 
rected me, She lived with the whole company in a 
large houſe ready furniſhed. When I went in, I met 
a ſervant, whom Þ defired to ſhew me to Phenice's a». 
partment She conducted me up to-a gallery, on one 
fide of which were ten or twelve chambers, only divid- 
ed from each other by partitions of deal boards, which 
were al! irhabited by the jolly. crew. My conductor 
knocked at a door, which was immediately opened by 
Phenice, who longed to talk as much as I. We hardly 
took time to ſeat ourſelves, ſo keen were we of chat · 
ting. And now we were in a fair way of having e 


* of it; for we a an. immenſe number of * 
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tions and anſwers, which: ſucceeded each other very 
quickly. 


After having mutually recounted- our adventures, v 
and informed each other of the ſtate of our affairs, Phe Do 
nice enquired what I was reſolved to do. I told her, WM ges; 
[ that I intended to enter into the ſervice of ſome young 0 
| lady of quality, till ſomething better offered: Pie, ſaid „en 
[1 my friend, you jeſt ſure; you muſt certainly be tired I tion 
| of ſervitude, and of humouring the caprices of others; I and 
| in ſhort, it is being a perfect ſlave, Why wilt thou tem 
J. not follow my example, and embrace a theatrical life? WM vas 
F no employment is more proper for perſons of wit, who ouſt 
= have no fortune. It is a middling ſituation between the 8 
if nobility and commonality, an unreſtricted condition gre: 
[1 free of that decorum which is troubleſome to ſociety, the; 
|| The publick pay our revenues in ready ann * 1 
|| ſpend as we get it, and live merrily. 'W cnc 
4 The play-houſe is particularly favourable to women; he 
4 I-bluſh to recollect, that while I lived with Florimon: \&; 
| da, I was reduced to the necellity of liſtening to the rog 
k candle-ſnuffers of the prince s company; no perſon of tur. 
1 faſhion paid the leaſt attention to my perſon or face, | 
1K The reaſon of this was, that I was not feen. If the 
'Þi to! 
Af fineſt picture is in a bad light, it does not ſtrike; 3 but Jy 
| ſince I have been upon the ſtage, heavens, what 2 i 
=, change! I ſce at my feet young men of the beſt figure = 
i in all the cities we paſs through, which makes the pro- hs 
ö | feſſion of an actreſs very.agreeable. If ſhe behaves 1 
Y prudently, and favours but one mam at a time, ſhe has 1. 
1 great credit, and her chaſtity is applauded; when ſhe 5 
1 changes her lover, ſhe paſſes for a real widow, who | 
1 marries a ſecond huſband: and again, if the marries 2 
| third time, ſhe is deſpiſed, and it is ſaid that ſhe infrin- 
i | ges the. delicacy of her ſex; whereas an actreſs ſeems 
q to be more reſpected, in proportion to the number of 
Tu 
=: 
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erf ber admirers, and is a morſel for a lord, aſter ſhe has: 
Lone through an hundred intrigues, 3 
es, Who are you telling this to? ſaid Linterrupting her. 
Do you imagine that I am ignorant of thoſe advanta- 
er, ges? I have frequently reflected on them, and find 


ing them but too pleaſing. to a girl of my character; 1 e- 

al ven feel an inclination for the ſtage; but an inelina- 
red tion alone is not ſufficient: one muſt alſo have 2 talent, 
T5 and this I am not poſſeſſed of: for when I have at- 
u tempted to repeat paſſages of plays before Arſenia, ſhe- 
fe? was not at all pleaſed with my performance, which diſ- 
pho ouſted me with the profeſſion. You are very ſoon diſ- 
the couraged, anſwered Phenice; are you not ſenſible that 
*1 great actreſſes are generally jealous? In ſpite of all 
J. their vanity, they are afraid of being eclipſed. In ſhort, 


{ will not be determined by Arſenia, ſhe has not been 
ſincere, Faſſure you ſincerely, that you are born for 
the ſtagez you are poſſeſſed of a genius, a fine graceful: 
"MW action, ſoft voice, fine cheſt, and ſuch a face! Ab, 


* rogue! how many cavaliers wilt thou charm, if chan 
*turneſt ackreſs! 

* She ſaid many very engaging things, and induced me 
. f might judge of m 
d repeat ſome verſes, that I myſelf might judge of my. 
| talent for comedy, When the heard- me, the caſe- 
LY was wonderfully altered; ſhecommended me greatly, and 
2 preferred me to all the actreſſes in Madrid. After this, 
* I could no longer doubt of my merit; Arſenia ſtood 
5 impeached and convicted of inſincerity and envy, and 


I could not help thinking that I was an admirable play- 
the 

er. Two actors coming in at that inſtant, Phenice- 
rho | 
made me repeat the verſes over again before them; they 


2 a werc, ſtruck with ecſtaſy, from which they no ſooner 
in- 

_ recovered, than they loaded me with compliments. In 

of good earneſt, had the three laid a wager which ſhould- 


extol me moſt, they could not. have ſpoken more extra · 


been advertiſed to be let to the higheſt bidder. 
ty cavaliers, of all ages, ambitiouſly ſtrove to pleaſe me: 


ww 
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vagantly. My modeſty was not proof e ſuck 
praiſes, and I began to think myſelf of ſo much value, 
that I determined to go upon the ſtage. 

Come then, my dear Phenice, ſaid , the affair is ſets 
led, I will follow your advice, and enter into the com- 
pany, if they think well of it. My friend was tranſpor« 
ted with joy at theſe words, and embraced me; and her 
two comrades did not appear lefs pleaſed to diſcovet 
theſe ſentiments. It was agreed that I ſhould repair to 
the play-houfe next morning, and give the company 
the ſame ſpecimen of my talents thatT had ſhewn them 
If I had gained the good opinion of thoſe who were at 
Phenice's lodgings, all the actors judged ſtill more fas 
vourably of me, when they heard me pronounce about 
twenty verſes; and very willingly received me into their 
company; and then my firit appearance engrofſed my 
thoughts. I was willing to make it as gay as poſſible, 


for which purpoſe I applied all the money which re- 


mained of the ring; and though I could not make a 
ſumptuous appearance, I ſupplied that want by a good 
taſle in dreſs. 

At length I made my firſt appearance upon the ſtage, 
and met with great applauſe, What praiſes, what en- 
comiums did I meet with! It is modeſty to ſay plains 
ly that I raviſhed the audience. One muſt have been 

witneſs of the noiſe I made at Seville, to believe 16M 
entertained the whole city, who came in crouds to the 
play-houſe, and the company regained the public (he 
were begun to forſake them) on my account. 

I then began in a manner that delighted all the com · 
pany; which anſwered the fame purpoſe as if I had 
T wen- 


and if I had followed my own inclination, I ſhould 
have choſen. one that was young. and handſome; but 
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ſidered when a ſettlement is in the caſe: for which rea- 
ſon I preferred Don Ambroſio de Niſana, a man both 
Wot old and ill-made, but rich, generous, and one of the 
W. moſt powerful noblemen of Andaluſia. Indeed I made 
him pay well for it; he hired me.a large houſe, which 
ger be furniſhed elegantly, provided me with a. good cook, 


with players, intereſt and ambition is only to be con- 


er couple of footmen, a chamber - maid, and a thouſand © 


+ eucats a- month to defray my expences, befides a quan- 
tity of jewels and rich cloaths. 


. This made a great change in my fortune; too much 


* for my weak head to bear. #1 appeared quite different 


ta to myſelf from what T was formerly. I am not ſurpri- 
ne WW ſed that girls ſo ſoon forget the meanneſs and miſery which 
eit they are extracted from by men of quality. I frankly 


my own to you, that the public applauſe, the fltery I met 


with on all ſides, and Don Ambroſio's paſſi on, all con- 
re. tributed to raiſe my vanity even to extravagance, I 
ez thought my talent equal to- a title, and aſſumed the girg 


od Mo! a woman of quality; and*becomingas ſparing of my 


favourable ſmiles as I had been before prodigal of them, 
ge, I determined to look out for dukes, counts, or mar- 
quiſes. 


bringing with him ſome of his friends, and I endea- 


uſually ſpent the eveningin laughing and drinking. 1 


ſubject to change; if they were not, they would be too 
amiable. Don Ambroſio left me for a young, coquette, 
who was j uſt come from Grenada to Seville, with ſome 
charms, and ſmartneſs enough to make her advantage 
of it, His inconſtancy did not afſlick me above four 
and twenty ! 1 put in his place a cavalier ol two 


Don Ambroſio came every night to ſup mich me, 
voured to invite our moſt chearful actreſſes, ſo that we | 


found this agreeable life agree very well with me; but, 
alas! it laſted only half a year. Noblemen are very 
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and twenty, named Don Lewis d' Alcacer, ſo handſome; | 
that few Spaniards could be compared to him, 


* 


Undoubtedly you will aſk me, how I happened to 


take ſo young a lord, I who knew the conſequences? WM Fa 

and you may well atk that queſtion, But Don Lewis bout, 
had neither father nor mother, and already enjoyed his Miuran 
eſtate; theſe conſequences are only to be feared by girls Med m 
of a ſervile condition, as common ſtreet-walkers. Wo that 
men of our rank are not anſwerable for the effects their 
our charms; ſo much the worſe for the families whoſe hic! 
heirs we pillage. I acc 
D' Alcacer and I were ſo ſtrongly attached to each time 


other, that I believe no mutual paſſion ever equalled for » 
ours: it appeared as if we were inchanted, and all out ple o 
acquaintance imagined us to be the moſt happy cou; left a 
ple, though we in reality were the moſt miſerable; fot a litt 
though Don Lewts's perſon was extremely handſome, MW miſtr 
yet he was very jealous, and hurt me vaſily by his un-Wcomr 
juſt ſuſpicions. It would have ſignified nothing forWra to 
me to have humoured his weakneſs, and to have con nam« 
ſtrained myſelf never to look at a man; his jealouſy M 
was ſo ingenious in finding out crimes to lay to my at >: 
charge, that it rendered my caution of no uſe. Qua- with 
rels imbittered our moſt tender moments, and made in an 
them intolerable; we both loſt patience, and parted on that 
good terms. Would you imagine that the moſt plea ever, 
fing day we paſſed together was the laſt? Both equal vou 
tired with the miſeries we had undergone, our counte-W me, 
nances expreſſed great joy at parting. We refembledi by bi 
two miſerable captives, who recover their freedom al WW of hi 
ter a rude ſlavery. when 
That adventure has made me be upon my guard e- tugu 
ver ſince againſt love. I will never contract attach rioſi 
ments to diſturb my quiet again; it is not proper for at tk 
| 8 Appe 
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people of our profeſſion to ſigh and whinez we ought 
not ſecretly to entertain A pm which we ridicule 
in public. 25 
Fame was not idle all this time; The ſpread it all a- 
bout, that I was an incomparable actreſs. On the af- 
ſurance of this goddeſs, the players of Grenada ſolicit- 
ics Ned me to enter into their company, and to let me ſce 
Fo- chat it was not to be rejected, they Polt an account of 
; of their daily expences, and terms of agreement, from 
of Ww#i1ich I found that it would be my intereſt to comply. 
I accordingly accepted the- offer, although at the ſame 
ach time I was ſorry to part from Phenice and Dorothea, 
llel for whom I had as great a regard as is poſſible for peo- 
out ple of the fame ſex to have for each other. The firſt I 
on left at Seville, employed in melting down the plate of 
for Wa little goldſmith, who would have an actreſs for his 
me, miſtreſs, out of vanity. I forgot to tell thee, that on 
un. commencing comedian, I changed my name from Lau- 
ft ra to Eſtella; and I ſet out from Grenada under that 
on; name. | 
puff My firſt appearance here was no leſs. fortunate than 
mat Seville, for I immediately found myſelf ſurrounded 
uar - with admirers. But having reſolved to favour none but | 
rade in an honourable way, I behaved with fo great reſerve, 
| on that they were blinded by my modeſt appearance. Hows 
lea · N erer, that I might not be the dupe of a conduct which 
ally would be of no uſe to me, nor indeed was it natural to 
nte · me, I was on the point of liſtening to a young Oydar, 
bled by birth a citizen, who aſſumed the nobleman by virtue 
1 al-M of his office, kept an elegant table, and good equipage, 
when I firſt ſaw the Marquis de Marialva. This Por- 
de tugueſe nobleman travelling through Spain out of cu- 
ach rnofity, made ſome ſtay at Grenads. Happening to be 
r for 2: the playhouſe one night, when I did not make my 1, 
» WW =ppecarance, he conſidered the actreſſes with great at- | 1 
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tention; one of whom happened to pleaſe him. He are 
made an acquaintance with her next day, and the bar. W de. 
gain was nearly concluded, when he ſaw me. My ap- has 


pearance and coquetifh airs ſoon turned the ſcale; and pre 


the Portugueſe no longer thought of any one but me. ple: 
To own the truth, I ſpared no pains to deprive my com» MW hor 
panion of the conqueſt the had made, and I was fo for-. nar 
tunate as to ſucceed. I dare ſay ſhe bears me a grudge it. 
for my good fortune, but I cannot help that; ſhe ought MW my 
to conſider, that theſe things are common amongſt wo-W an 

men, even the molt intimate friends, ; 
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The Reception the Players at Grenada gave to Gil Bla, gare 
He meets with an old Acquaintance behind the Scenes. the 


S ſoon as Laura had ended her ſtory, an old ac! 1 
treſs, who lived in the neighbourhood, came in ther 
to take her with her to the playhouſe, This venerable Ml to m 
lady would have been proper to have acted the part as i 
the goddeſs Cotys. My ſiſter was determined to intro: MW Gre 
duce her brother to this ſuperannuated figure, and ma-: WM low 
ny compliments paſſed on both ſid es. | der 

leſt them together, telling Zendono's widow that whe 
I would meet her at the theatre, as ſoon as I had begi 
ordered my things to the Marquis of Marialva's houſe; 
to which he gave me a direction. I went to the cham- 


I went with a porter, who carried my cloakbag to a large 
furniſhed houſe, where my new maſter lived. I met 
his ſteward at the door, who aſked me if I was not dame me: 
Eſtella's brother. I anſwered, that I was. Then you 


0 GIL. DLA'S. „ 


are welcome, Signior Cavalier, faid bis! The Marquis 
de Marialra, to whom I have the honour to be ſteward, 
has defired me to receive you kindly. There is a room 
nd prepared for you; I will ſhew you the way to it, if you 
ge. Wl pleaſe. Upon which he carried me to the top of the 
m- MW houſe, and ſhewed me into ſo ſmall a room, that a very 
or- MW narrow bed, a cheſt, and a couple of chairs quite filled 
ige it. You will be much ſtraitened for room here, ſaid 
ht MW my conductor; but to make it up, I will promiſe you 
vo- an elegant lodging at Liſbon. I locked my portman- 
teau into a cloſet, put the key into my pocket, and en- 
WH quired at what hour they ſupped. ' He anſwered, that 
che Marquis kept no table at home, but gave every ſer- 
vant ſo much a month for his board. I found by ſe- 
veral other queſtions that I put to him, that the people 
bbho belonged to the Marquis were a parcel of happy flug- 
lar WY gards. After a little more converſation, I'parted with 
eg. the ſteward, on purpoſe to return again to Laura, agree= 
ably engroſſed with the thoughts of my new place. 
As ſoon as J arrived at the play-houſe, and informed 
them that I was. Eſtella's brother, every place was open 


tome. The guards were as ready to make way for me, 
rt OL as if 1 had been one of the moſt eminent perſons in 
1tr0" oy Grenada. All the ſervants and door-keepers made 66 
ma · WW low bows. But what I am deſirous to paint to the rea- 


der was my ſerio- comical reception behind the ſcenes; 
where I found the whole company dreſſed, and ready to 

hal begin. The actors and actreſſes, to whom Laura pre- 
oule; {ſented me, poured in upon me in crouds. The men 
ham: Iſtiſed me with their embraces, and the women applied 
heir painted faces to mine, and daubed it all over, 
each deſirous of being the firſt to pay their compli- 
ments; they all ſpoke at once, and it was impoſſible for 


me alone to anſwer them: but 8 for wy ay B 
Vol. III. 1 
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ter came to my aſſiſtance, and her tongue being uſed to | 
talking, did not leave me in debt to any one. | wit 
The embraces of the actors and actreſſes was not all; and 
I was obliged to endure the civilities of the ſeene · pain. mat 
ters, muſicians, prompter, candle-ſnuffer and his de- wh! 
puty, and all the ſervants of the theatre, who at the re- me 
port of my arrival came running to ſee me. One would was 
have imagined that they were all foundlings, who ne- WW dec 
ver knew what it was to have a brother. my 
The performance being now begun, ſome a ted 
ran to take their places, while I, like one of the houſe, em] 
remained to amuſe myſelf with the actors who had no- ſup 


thing to do. I heard-one of them called Melchior 1 bab 
was ſtruck at the name, and looking attentively at the Not 
perſon, I thought I had ſeen him ſomewhere. At laſt: one 
I recollected that he was Melchior Zapata, that poor” mal 
ſtroller, who, as I mentioned in my firſt volume, was the 
; dipping cruſts of bread in a ſpring. _ to c 
. Accordingly taking him aſide, I faid, If I am not bet 
miſtaken, you are that Signior-Melchior whom I had favo 
the honour to breakfaſt with one day at the fide of a fore 
clear ſpring, between Valladolid and Segovia. I was ing, 
in company with a barber lad. We had ſome provi- 1 w 
ions, which, added to yours, made a flight repaſt, which no t 
was ſeaſoned with a thouſand agreeable ſallies. Zapa- 
ta hefitated a while; after which he anſwered, You men- 
; tion a circumſtance which I eaſily recollect. I wag 
| then coming from acting at Madrid, and was retur- 
ning to Zamora; and J alſo remember, that I was ve- 
ry poor at that time. By the ſame token I likewiſe re- 
member, cried I, that your doublet was lined with play- 
houſe bills; and you alſo complained of having too 
chaſte a wife. Oh, ſaid Zapata quiekly, my wife is 
much reformed in that particular, which makes me now: 
se better cloathed. TT | . 
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Juſt as I was going to congratulate him upon his 
wife's reformation, he-was obliged to go upon the ſtage, 


and leave me. As I was deſirous to know his wife, I 
made up to an actor, to delire him to ſhew her to me; 
which he did, ſaying, There is Narcifla, - the handſo- 
meſt of our ladies, except your ſiſter, I ſuſpected it 
was ſhe in whoſe favour the Marquis de Marialva had, 
declared himſelf before he ſaw Eſtella; and was right in 
my conjecture. When the play was ended, I conduc- 
ted Laura to her lodging, where I ſaw ſeveral cooks 
employed preparing a fine entertainment. You may 
ſup here, ſaid ſhe. Indeed I will not, anſwered I; pro- 
bably the Marquis may chuſe to be alone with you. 
Not at all, replied ſhe: he, with two of his friends, and 
one of our people, are to be here; and if you do not 
make the ſixth, it will be your own fault. Lou know it is 
the cuſtom when with players to allow their ſecretaries 
to dine with them. -Very true, faid I; but it would 
xt be too ſoon for me to put myſelf upon the footing of a 
id favourite ſecretary. I muſt enjoy his confidence, be- 
a fore I can deſerve that honourable privilege. 80 fay- - 
ing, I left Laura, and went to my eating- houſe, whither 
I was determined to go every day, AS 2 7 maſter 18 


no table. 
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1 Account of a particular Sort of a Man he ſupped with 
that Evening, and what paſſed between them. 


HERE was in the hall a ſort of an old monk dref- 
ſed in gray bays, who tat alone in a corner at ſup- 
| per. I took my ſeat juſt oppoſite to him, out of curio- 
ſity, and ſaluted him very civilly, and he did not appear 
leſs polite. My pittance was brought me, which I be- 
gan to with a very good appetite. And while I fat fi- 
lent eating my ſupper, I frequently looked at this per- 
Ton, whoſe eyes I alſo found fixed on me. Tired with 
his conſtant ſtaring, I thus addreſſed him: Father, do 
you think that we have ever ſeen each other before? 
You ſeem to obſerve me as if I were not quite un- 
known to you. 
He gravely replied, 15 I look at you attentively, it is 
only to admire the great variety of adventures which 
are delineated in the features of your face. I ſee, an- 
ſwered I in a rallying tone, that your reverence. under- 
. ftands metopoſcopy. I can boaſt of being maſter og it, 
anſwered the monk, and of having made predictions 
which have been verified by the, ſequel. Iam alſo well 
verſed in chiromancy, and dare to ſay, that my oracles 
are infallible, when the lines of the hand and lace are 
compared together. 

Notwithſtanding this old man had much the appear- 
ance of wiſdom, I thought him ſo fooliſh, that I could 
not avoid laughing in his face. Inſtead of taking of- 
fence at my rudeneſs, he ſmiled at it, and continued 
bis diſcourſe in theſe words, firſt looking round to ſee 
that ngbody was within hearing. I do not wonder, 
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ſaid he, at beate you ſo prepoſſeſſed againſt two ſcien- 


ces, which are now thought ſo trifling in this age. The 
tedious and painful ſtudy which they require, diſcou- 
rages all learned men, who renounce and deſcry them, 


out of deſpair of being able to acquire them. For my 


part, I was not diſheartned with the obſcurity in-which 


they are ſhrouded, nor with the difficulties which al- 


ways ariſe in the ſearch of chymical ſecrets, and in the 
ſurprizing art of tranſmitating metals into gold. 
But, continued he, recolleCting himſelf, I forget that 


I am ſpeaking to a young gentleman, to whom my con- 


verſation muſt ſeem quite chimerical. A ſpecimen of 
my abilities will induce you to think more favourably 


of me than any thing I can ſay. Upon which he took 


from his pocket a vial of red coloured liquor, ſayings 
Here is an elixir I this morning compoſed of the juice 


of certain plants, diſtilled in an alembic; for 1 have, 


like Demoeritus, ſpent my life in diſcovering the pro- 


perties of ſimples and minerals. You ſhall fee its vir- 


tues. This wine we have been drinking at ſupper is 
abominably bad; you ſhall fee it become excellent. 
He accordingly put two drops of his elixir into my bot- 


tle, which rendered it more Wer * the * wine | 


that i is drank in Spain. 


Wonderful things ſtrike the imagination; 220 boa | 


that is touched, there is no more uſe for the judgment. 
Delighted with ſo fine a ſecret, and ſuppoſing he mult 
be more than a devil, to be maſter of that art, I ex- 
claimed in a tranſport of admiration; Forgive me, O fa- 
ther, for taking you at firſt for an old fool. I now do 
your great-capacity juſtice. | TI need ſee no more to be 


convinced that you could in an inſtant convert a bar of 


iron into an ingot of gold, if you pleaſed. Could I be 


poſſeſſed of ſo admirable a ſeeret, how happy ſhould T 


be! God preſerve you from it! ſaid the old man with 
C 3 
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a deep ſigh; my fon, you are inſenſible what a fatal 


ſecret you wiſh for. You ought to pity me rather than 
envy me, for having taken ſo much pains to make my- 
ſelf unhappy: I am never eaſy, but'in conſtant fears of 


having a priſon for my reward. Full of thoſe appre- 


henſions, I lead a rambling life, diſguiſed ſometimes like 
a. prieſt, or a monk, and ſometimes like a peaſant, or ca- 
valier. Is it then an advantage to make gold at ſuch'a 


price? and are not riches a real torment to thoſe who 


cannot peaceably enjoy them? 


Theſe appear very reaſonable ſentiments, ſaid I 9 
the philoſopher; nothing is preferable to a quiet life: 
if you can inform me of the future events of my life, 1 
mall be ſatisfied. With all my heart, anſwered he; 
my child, I have already conſidered your features, let 


me now look at your hand, I preſented it to him with 


2 confidence which will not do me much honour in the 


opinion of moſt readers. After having examined it at- 
_ tentively, he exclaimed, Oh, what tranſitions from grief 


to joy, and from joy to grief! what a ſucceſſion of dil- 
graces and good fortune! but you have already expe- 
rienced many of theſe viciſſitudes: you have not now 
many more misfortuues to undergo, and a nobleman 
will provide you an agreeable ſettlement. 
After afſuring me that I might depend upon his pre- 
diction, he took his leave, and went from the eating- 
houſe, leaving me full of what I had heard. I made no 
doubt but the Marquis de Marialva was the nobleman 
mentioned, and conſequently the accompliſhment of the 
oracle ſeemed very probable. But if I had not had the 
leaſt hint of it, I ſhould have given credit to the coun- 
terfeit monk, ſo much authority had he gained in my 
opinion by his elixir. And for my part, that I might 
haſten the happineſs that was foretold, I determined to 
attend more diligently on the Marquis, than I had dong 
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on any 61 my 8 maſters. With this fixed reſolu- Bs 


tion, I retired to our houſe with unexpreſſible j joy; no 
fortune- teller ever gave more ſatisfaction than in this 
caſe. d 7 | 


ebe r * bee. . 
CHAP. X. 


The Commifh jon which Gil Blas recoil from the Marquis 


de Marialva, and how he di iſcharged it. 


HE Marquis being not yet returned from his ae- 
treſs, I found his valets de chambre entertaining 
themſelves in his apartment playing at primero till he 
came. TI joined them, and we diverted ourſelves till 


two o'clock in the morning, when he made his appear- * 


ance. He ſeemed a little ſurpriſed to ſee me, and plea - 
ſantly ſaid, How, Gil Blas, not gone to bed yet? This 
manner of ſpeaking made me imagine that he was pleaf- 
ed with his evening's pleaſure, and I anfwered, that 1 


was defirous to know if he had any orders for me be- 


fore he went to bed. I may perhaps have ſome com- 
miſſion for you to-morrow morning, anſwered he; it 
will be then time enough to tell you them, ſo you 
may go to reſt: and remember after this, that I will 


diſpenſe with your attendance in the evening: I only _ 


want my valets de chambre. 
When I had got this information, which ſecretly 
gave me pleaſure, as it ſaved me from a piece of ſub- 
jection which would have been very diſagreeable, I left 
the Marquis in his apartment, and repaired to mine in 
the garret. I went to bed: but not being inclined to 
ſleep, I determined to follow the advice given us by 
"Fg to recollect in bed all we had done 3 
C 4 
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bably find out the trick in a little time. 
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56 
the day, on purpoſe to approve of our good actions, * 
condemn our bad ones. | 

My conſcience was not clear enough to be pleaſed 
with my conduct. I diſapproved my having ſupported 
the impoſture of Laura. In vain did J ſuggeſt that 
I could. not in honour give the lie to a woman whoſe 


only intention was to pleaſe me, and I found myſelf 


under a neceſſity of being an accomplice with her in 
the treachery. Not ſatisfied with this excuſe, I an- 
ſwered, that I ought not to have puſhed matters ſo far, 
and that it was great impudence in me to continue with 
a nobleman, whoſe confidence I repaid ſo ill. In ſhort, 
after a ſevere examination, I agreed, that if I was not a 
rogue, I much reſembled- one. Then recollecting the 


conſequences, I thought that I ran a great riſque in de- 


ceiving a man of quality, who, for my fins, might pro- 
So wiſe a re- 
fleQion made me very apprehenſive ; but my fears were 
foon diſperſed by the ideas of intereſt and pleaſure; and 


the prophecy of the elixir-man aſſiſted in removing my 


dread, I now gave myſelf up to the- moſt agreeable 
fancies, and began to reckon what would be the amount 
of my wages after ten years ſervice. To this I added 
the value of the preſents I ſhould receive from my maſ- 
ter, and reckoning them by his generous diſpoſition, or 
rather my own deſires, I gave ſuch ſcope to my ima- 
gination, as ſet no bounds to my good fortune. 80 


much wealth gradually lulled me to reſt, buſied in 


building caſtles in the air. 

Next morning J aroſe at eight o clock, t to receive the 
orders of my patron; but when I opened the door, I 
was much ſurpriſed to ſee him alone before me in his 
morning - gown and night- cap. He addreſſed me thus: 


Gil Blas, when I left your ſiſter laſt night, IJ promiſed 


to wait upon her this morning; but I am prevented 


- enn 8 


from keeping my word, by buſineſs of conſequence. 
Go to her, and aſſure her from me; that the diſappoints 
ment mortifies me: but that I certainly (hall fop with 
her to-night. This is not all, ſaid he, putting a ſha- 
green box ornamented with diamonds, and a purſe into 
my hand, carry my picture to her, and keep the purſe 
to yourſelf, as a proof of the friendſhip I have for you. 
I took the picture in one hand, and the purſe, which 1 
ſo little deſerved, in the other; and going immediate. 
ly to Laura with great joy, I fatd to myſelf, Well, the 
prophecy will be plainly fulfilled, | How lucky it is to be 
brother to ſuch a pretty girl! it is a pity there ſhould 
not be as much honour as profit in it. | 


I ſurpriſed Laura at her toilet; the was accuſtomed | 


to riſe early, which is not uſual with people of her pro- 
feſſion; ſhe was in expectation of the Portugueſe, and 


had joined to her natural beauty all the charms that att 


and coquetry could give. When I entered, I cried, 
Amiable Eſtella, who haſt the pleaſure to attract all 
ſtrangers, I may now fit at table, fince my maſter has 
honoured me with a commiſſion which gives me that 
privilege. He defires me to inform you, that he can- 
not have the pleaſure of your company this morning as. 
he intended; but to make amends for that, he will do 
himſelf the pleaſure of ſupping with you in the evening: 
he ſends his picture to you, which I dare fay will be 
very acceptable. | 

Accordingly I delivered the boi to her; the ſpark- 
ling of the diamonds gave her great pleaſure. She. 
looked into it ſlightly, ſhut it again, and admiring the 
jewels, commended the beauty of them, and ſaid ſmi- 
ling, Theſe are copies which are admired by players 
more than originals. 

I then informed her of the generous Portugueſe hav- 
ing made me a preſent of fiſty piſtoles at the ſame time 
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that he intruſted me with the picture. 1 congratulate 
you upon it, ſaid ſhe. This nobleman begins where 
others very ſeldom end. I replied, My dear creature, 


it is to you I am indebted for this prefent; it was en- . 


tirely on account of my being your brother. I ſhould 
be very well pleaſed, ſaid ſhe, if he would be as gene- 
rous to you every day. I cannot find words to tell you 
how dear you are to me. I was ſtrongly attached to 
thee from the firſt minute I ſaw thee; even when I loſt 
thee at Madrid, I ſtill hoped to find thee again; and 
when 1 ſaw thee yeſterday, I received thee. as. a 
man whom I expected fate ſhould ſend back to me again, 
In ſhort, my dear, we are deſtined for each other, and 
you ſhall be my huſband; but in the firſt place we 
muſt ſave ſome money. It will be neceſſary for me 


. to have two or three more intrigues to make us bappy 
ſor life. ; L. 


1 politely returned her thanks for the unable ſhe in- 


tended to give herſelf on my account, and we 1mper- 
ceptibly engaged in a converſation, - which continued 


till dinner-time; when I returned to give my maſter 
an account how his preſent was received: and notwith- 
ſtanding Laura had given me no directions, I did not 
fail to ſtudy a compliment on the road to repeat in her 


name; but it was of no uſe. For when I got home, 


I found the Marquis gone out; and it was reſolved that 


I ſhould not ſee him again; as FR lolowng chapter 


will inform the reader. 
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"CHAP; AX. 


Gil Blas i is thunder fruch by a Piece 1 News which * 
hears. 


THEN I went to my eating- houſe, I met with 
two men, who were converſing very agrega- 
bly; I joined them, dined, and talked with them till it 
was time to go tothe play, when I went to the theatre, 
and they about their reſpective buſineſs. However, it 
muſt be obſerved, that I had great reaſon to be in good 
temper: the converſation I had with theſe two gentle- 
men was gay and lively; my fortune bad the moſt 
promiſing aſpect; yet I could not help giving way to 
melancholy, withour knowing any particular reaſon why, 
and I could not keep up my ſpirits. It was undoubted- 
ly a preſage of the misfortune which was to happen 
When I entered the preen room, Melchior Zapata 
came to me, and ſoftly defired me to follow him, which 
I accordingly did. He thus addrefſed me: Signior 
cavalier, I think it my duty to give you ſome intelli- 
gence of great conſequence. You know that the Mar- 
quis de Marialva at firſt had a paſſion for my wife Nat- 
ciſſa, and fixed a day to come and partake of my rib, 
when the artful Eftella took a method to break off the 
bargain, and draw the Portugueſe nobleman to her own 
charms. Tt is very eaſy to be imagined that an actreſs 
muſt be much provoked to loſe ſuch a prey. This 
ſticks in my wife's ſtomach, and ſhe would do any thing 
to be revenged, which ſhe has now an opportunity of do- 
ing. If you recollect, laſt night our waiters ran to ſee 
vou. The under-ſnuffer of the candles told ſome of 
our people that you ate not Eſtella's. brother, 1 
» 6. 
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Theſe accounts, ſaid Melchior, has reached the ears 
of Narciſſa, who did not fail to interrogate the author, 
5 who has confirmed his aſſertion, by letting her know 
IN that you were Arſenia's valet, and Eſtella ſerved her 
1 at that time under the name of Laura. My wife, de- 


lighted with this diſcovery, will acquaint the Marquis the 
de Marialva, (who will be at the play this evening). fre 
Manage your affairs accordingly with regard to it: if H. 
you really are not Eſtella's brother, I adviſe you in a fre 
friendly manner, on account of our old acquaintance, wl 
to provide for your fafety. Narciſſa aſks only one vic- We 
tim, and allows me to give you this notice, that you 
may by your immediate flight Prevent an unlucky ac- ſer 
cident. 101 
It was 8 for me to ſay any more of the af. im 
fair. I returned the player thanks for his information, in; 
and he ſoon perceived by my terror, that I could not th 
give the candle-ſnuffer the lie. I could not carry my m. 
impudence ſo far. I could not ſo much as take my ſt; 
Jeave of Laura, for fear ſhe ſhould inſiſt upon my facing ra 


it out. I knew very well that ſhe had ſo much kill te 
wg ſhe could eafily extricate herſelf out of this dilem- 

: but I could ſee nothing but infallible puniſhment fre 
pai 3 ; which my love was not ſtrong enough to re 
make me brave: therefore my chief ſtudy was how to pr 
ſave myſelf and my goods, I quickly diſappeared from a 


the play-houſe, and had my portmanteau carried to a da 
mulateer's, who was to ſet out at three o' clock next W. 
morning for Toledo. I wiſhed to be with the Count ſa 
de Polan, wheſe houſe ſeemed my only place of ſaſety; 


but I was not there yet, and it gave me the greateſt 
uneaſineſs to remain in a city, where I was in conſtant 
fear that they would make a ſearch for me, even that 
night. 

Notwithſtanding this, I went to ſup at my eating 
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Houſe, tho? my dread was as great as that of 4 debtor, 


who knows that the bailiffs are at his heels. What I 
eat that night I believe did not produce excellent chyle 
in my ſtomach. I was the miſerable ſport of fear; I 
ſtared at every body that entered the hall: and when 
there unluckily appeared any bad - looking fellows, Which 


frequently happens in theſe places, I trembled for fear. 


Having eat my ſupper in conſtant alarms, I got up 
from the table, and returned to my mule- driver's, 
where I laid 2 down an _ _— till the time 
we were to ſet out. 

During this time, my patience was put to a very 
ſevere trial. A thouſand tormenting reflexions came 
into my head; and when I happened to fall afleep, E 
imagined in my dreams that I ſaw the Marquis ſpoil» 
ing Laura's fair face with blows, and breaking every 
thing around her; I alſo thought that T heard him com- 
mand his ſervants to beat me to death. Then I would 
ſtart out of my fleep; and my waking, which is gene- 
rally ſo pleaſing after a diſagreeable dream, was more | 
terrible to me than even my ſlumbers. 

Fortunately for me, the carrier came to deliver me 
from my uneaſineſs, by letting me know that he was 
ready to ſet out. I directly got up, and, thank God, 
proceeded on my journey, cured of the thoughts of 
Laura and chiromancy. As we travelled from Grena- 
da, my mind grew more eaſy. I began to converſe 
with the carrier, and was entertained with ſome plea 
fant ſtories, which he told me; ſo that my apprehenh- 
ons inſenſibly wore off. I got a ſound ſleep at Ube- 
da, where we ſtopped the firſt night, and on the fourth 
we got to Toledo. 

My firſt buſineſs was to make enquiry forthe Count 
de Polan's hou! where I went, expecting that he would 
not allow 1 me to lodge any where but with him; but 
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how; I arrived, I found him abſent; and. nobody & 
home but. the houſekeeper, who informed me that her 
maſter ſet out for the caſtle of Leyva the evening be- 
fore, having heard that Seraphina was exceeding ill. 
I fully expected to find the: Count at home; there. 
fore his abſence greatly leſſened the pleaſure which 1 
promiſed myſelf, and induced me to take another reſo- 
lution. As I was ſo near Madrid; I determined to go 
there, imagining that I might puſh myfelf at court; 
and I underſtood that a fine genius was not neceſſary 
for advancement. The next day I.got the opportunity 
of a horſe, which was to return to that capital of Spain; 
where fortune conducted me, in ordgr to act n 
See ponſequenes than I had yet « ung | 


PE nl 
C HAP. XII. 


Eil Bias lodges at a ready: furniſbed Houſe, where he be. 


comes . leatad with Don Hannibal de Chinchilla: an 
Account of him, and his Bui neſs at Madrid. 


HEN I, arrived at Madrid, Ttobk a ready- fur- 
niſhed Todging; in the ſame heuſe there was 
an old captain, who came from the farther end of New 


Caſtile, to ſolicit for a penſion at ſb he thought 
himſelf very well deferving of it. 2 Was called Don 
Hannibal de Chinchilla. His firſt aßpeatance ſurpriſed 


me He was a man upwards of ſixty Ars of age, of 
a anti fize, very thin, and had a paif of thick whiſ- 
kers, which curled up to his temples on both ſides; he 
wanted a leg and an arm, and over one eye he wore Aa 
green filk plaſter; beſides having many ſores in his face. 
Setting theſe things aſide, ke was pretty much like a- 


nether man. He was poſſeſſed of a good deal of wit 
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and gravity; he was very ſerupulous in his morals ang. 
valued his delicacy in point of honou. 

When I had two or three times converſed 558 ba 
he favoured me with his confidence, and made me ac- 
quainted with all' his affairs. He informed me that he 
had loſt an eye at Naples, an arm in Lombardy, and 
his leg in the Low Countries. What I moſt admired 
in his account of his battles and ſieges was, th at he did 
not omit one vain. glorious expreſſion that co Id be to 


| his advantage; though I would willingly b ve; forgi- 
ven him for boaſting of that half of himſelf which re- 


mained, to make him amends for the loſs of the other. 
Officers who return from the wars unhurt are not al- 
ways ſo modeſt. . | 

He told me that what gave him the greateſt concern 
was, that he had ſpent a conſiderable income in his 
campaigns. and reduced his fortune to a hundred ducats 
a. year, which was hardly ſufficient to keep his whiſkers ' 
in order, pay for his lodging, and writing his petitions. 
For, added he, in ſhort, Signior Cavalier, thank God, 1 
preſent a petition every day, without ſucceſs. One 
would imagine that the Prime Miniſter and I had laid 
a wager, which of us ſhould firſt tire, I in giving, or 
he in receiving. I have alſo done myſelf the honour to 
preſent ſeveral to the King; but ſuch man ſuch ma- 


ter, and in the mean time my caſtle of Chinchilla ſinks/ 


into ruins for want of repairs. 7 
I ſaid to the Captain, One muſt not deſpair; * 


| bly you may now be near ſeeing all your labours re- 


paid with intereſt. I ought not to cheriſh theſe hopes, 
replied Don Hannibal. I ſpoke to one of the prime 
miniſter's ſecretaries within theſe three days, and, from 
what he told me, I believe I may be very ealy. And 
pray what did he ay to you then, Signior ? cried I, Did 
not your ſituation make him think you deſerving of 2 
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reward? Tou fhall judge, anſwered Chinchilla; the fe- 

cretary told me very plainly, Maſter What d' ye call um, 
do not boaſt ſo mueh of your zeal and fidelity; you have 
only done your duty in expoſing yourſelf to dangers for 
the welfare of your country. The glory which attends 
great actions is a ſufficient reward, and ought to fatisfy 
a Spaniard. You muſt therefore be undeceived, if you 
look upon the gratuity you ſolicit as a debt due to you; 
if it ſhould be granted to you, you will be indebted to 
the king's goodneſs for it; he is pleaſed to think him- 
ſelf obliged to his ſabjets who have ſerved the ſtate 
very well. By this you ſee, faid the Captain, that the 
other half of me is ftill in arrears to my MG MN and 
that I ſhall probably return as I came. 

It is natural to be intereſted for the bufforioge of a 
brave man. TI adviſed him to continue his ſolicitations, 
and promiſed to write his petitionFgratis. I even went 
ſo great a length as to offer him my purſe, and intreat 
him to take what money he wanted: but he was not 
very forward in this;. he appeared delicate, and return- 
ed me thanks for my good will, telling. me, that as he 
did not chuſe to be a burthen to any body, he had ac- 
cuſtomed himſelf to live ſo frugally, that very little food 
would ſerve him: which really was very true; for he 
lived entirely upon leeks and onions; and indeed he 
was nothing but ſkin and bone; and that nobody might ter 
ſee his poor food, he uſed to ſhut himſelf up in bis IM: de: 
chamber at meal-time. However, by repeated intrea- iſ 
ties, I at length prevailed on him to dine and ſup with Ml for 


r 


. me; and deceiving his pride by an ingenious compaſ: A] 
it fion, I ordered mere victuals and drink than I could the 
N deſtroy myſelf. He was very ceremonious at firſt, but of 


—— 


* at laſt yielded to my importunity. After which he tai 
grew more bold, and aſſiſted me in in, my plate to 
and bottle. . NR eit 
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ſe. After having drank four or five glaſſes, and reconci- 
m, led his ſtomach to good nouriſhment, he ſaid with: a 
ve lively air, Indeed, Signior Gil Blas, you are very fedu- 
lor Wl cing, and make me juſt do as you pleaſe. Your man- 
ds ner prevents me from being afraid of impoſing upon 
iy WM your good nature, By this time my Captain's modeſty 
ou Wl ſeemed to be fo much conquered, that if I had preffed 
u; him again to accept of my purſe, I do not imagine he 
to would have refuſed it; but I did not put him to the 
mn. trial again; I was ſatisfied with having made him my 
ite meſs-· mate, and taking the trouble both to aſſiſt him in 
he WW compoſing his petitions, and tranſcribing them for him: 
nd for by being accuſtomed to write fair copies of the ho- 
milies, I had learned to give a phraſe a fine turn, and 

2 vas become a kind of author. On the other hand, the 
ns, old officer piqued himſelf on his knowledge in com- 
t WW poſition: ſo that each ſtriving to outvie the other, we 
made pieces of eloquence worthy: of the moſt celebrated 
orators of Salamanca. But it was to no purpoſe fer 
either of us to exhauſt our genius for flowers of rheto- 
ric to embelliſh thoſe petitions. Whatever expedient 
we fell upon to inhance the ſervices of Don Hannibal, 
the court paid no regard to it. The old invalid was 
not induced by this to make a panegyric upon ſuch of- 
ficers as ruined themſelves in the wars. In this ul 
temper he curſed his bad fortune, and wiſhed that the 
devil had got Naples, Lombardy and the Low Countries. 
What made his mortification ſtill greater, one day be- 
fore his eyes he ſaw a poet introduced by the Duke d' 
Alba, who having recited before the King an ode on 
the birth of an Infanta, was rewarded with a penſion 
of four hundred ducats. I thought the mangled cap- 
tain would have run mad, if I had not taken great pains. 
to compoſe him. When I perceived him ſo much a+ 
gitated, I aſked him what was the matter, and told him 


>. 
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there was nothing in this to give him pain. Has it nat 
always been the cuſtom to make princes pay tribute 90 
the muſes? - Theſe gentlemen are always gratified with 
a penſion by every crowned head; and quietly between 
you and I, theſe kinds of rewards are generally: tran{- 
- mitted to the knowledge of poſterity, and immortalize 
the generoſity of monarchs; whereas other recompence 
which they beſtow are frequently no credit to their e. 
putation. How many has Auguſtus rewarded? Hoy 
many penſions beſtowed, which we are ignorant off 
But the moſt diſtant poſterity, as well as we, will knoy, 
that Virgil received from that emperor about two ny 
land crowns. f 
All I could ſay to Don Hannibal had little ele 

the fruits of the ſonnet ſtill ſtuek in his ſtomach; he de. 
termined to give up his purſuit; and his laſt puſh was 
to make one more petition to the Duke of Lerma. With 
this intention we. both went to the houſe of the prime 
. miniſter, where we met with a young man, who, after 
faluting the Captain, ſaid to him affectionately, My den 
old maſter, is it you I ſee? What has brought you here! 
If you require the aſſiſtance of a perſon who has interell 
with his Excellency, command me; you are welcome 
to my good offices. How, Pedrillo, anfwered the of- 
ficer, one would imagine, to hear you talk, that you 
enjoy ſome important poſt in this family. The young 
man replied, I have at leaſt intereſt enough to be of uk 
to an honeſt country gentleman like you. If it be fo, 
laid the Captain imiling, L will have recourſe to your al: 
ſiſtance. F agree to it, ſaid Pedrillo. Let me know 
your bulineſs, I will obtain loreeheng * prime mi- 
niſter for you. 
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than he enquired for Don Hannibal's lodgings of whichhe 
was informed; he aſſured us that we ſhould hear of 


No ſooner had we ſatisſied this obligig pot man, 


tions were, or whether he belonged to the Duke of Ler- 


man was. The Captain replied, He is a young man 
who ſerved me ſome years ago, and perceiving my cir- 
cumſtances bad, he leſt me, to look out for a better place, 
which I cannot blame him for. It is natural for peo- 
ple to do the beſt they can for themſelves. He is a 
ſmart fellow, and does not want wit, and is as intri- 
guing as the devil. But notwithſtanding his art, I do not 
depend much upon the zeal he profeſſes for my welfare. 
Probably he may be uſeful to you, ſaid I; if he belong 


a ſervice z as amongſt great people every thing is car- 


noſe, and thoſe in their turn are ruled by their footmen. 
Pedrillo came next morning to our lodging. Gen- 


about the means I had of aſſiſting Captain Chinchilla, 


for ſuch converſation: beſides, I was willing to try if 
the thing was feaſible, before I mentioned it to you. I 


Duke of Eerma. My maſter being very gallant, ſups 
frequently with an Arragonian nightingale, whom he 
keeps near the court; ſhe is a very handſome young girl, 
from Albarazin, is ſenſible, and fings admirably well. 
She 1s called Signiora Sirena. As I carry her a billet- 
doux every. morning, I have juſt now ſeen her; and have 


protect him. She is ready to undertake it; for beſides. 
the advantage ſhe expects it will be to herſelf, ſhe 38. 
pleaſed to have this. gentleman paſs for her uncle. 


0 BL $i 0. 
him next day, and left us, without ſaying what his inten- 


ma. I was anxious to know who this ſprightly young 


to ſome af the duke's principal officers, he may do you 


ried on by intrigues and cabals; they are led by the 


tlemen, ſaid he, if I did not explain myſelf yeſterday 


the reaſon was becauſe we were in an improper place 2 


muſt now inform you, that I am the favourite attendant 
of Signior Rodrigo de Calderona, firſt ſecretary to the 


propoſed to her that. ſhe own Don Hannibal as her 
uncle, and under pretence of that, engage her gallant to- 
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This propoſal made Signior de Chinchilla look very 
four; he expreſſed a great diſlike to being an accomplice 
in ſuch a trick, and more in allowing a jilt to diſhonour 
his family, by pretending to be one of it. His diſguſt 
was not only on his own account, but he foreſaw it 
would be a diſgrace to his family, This delicacy ap. 
peared very unſeaſonable to Pedrillo, who was much 
diſpleaſed. He exclaimed, You are not in earneſt, et. 
tainly, to take it in that light? You cottage ſquires are 
ſuch a fooliſh ſet of people, who make yourſelves rid. 
culous by your vanity. Signior Cavalier, added he, 
addreſſing himſelf to me, do not his ſcruples amaze you? 
Good God! is it not a fine thing to be ſo nice about 
theſe matters at court? Fortune is never negleQtet 
there, whatever ſhape ſhe may aſſume. | 

I commended Pedrillo's converſation, and our hi 
rangue had ſo good an effect, that Chinchilla conſented 
to be the uncle of Sirena. When we had thus got the 
better of his pride, we began to write a freſh petitioh 
for the prime miniſter, which was accordingly review 
ed, augmented, and corrected. I then wrote a fair co- 
Py, which Pedrillo carried to the Arragonian lady, who 
immediately put it into the hands of Signior Don Ro- 
drigo, to whom ſhe ſpake in ſuch a manner, that the 
ſecretary really imagined her to be niece to the captain 
and promiſed to uſe his intereſt for him. A few days 
diſcovered the effects of this work. Pedrillo returned 
triumphantly to our lodging, ſaying, Good news, Cap- 
tain Chinchilla, the King intends to make a diſtributi- 
on of governments, benefices, and penſions, and you 
mall not be neglected. | But I am deſired to enquire 
what preſent you intend to make to Sirena. As for 
me, I am determined to have nothing. The pleaſute 
of bettering my old maſter's fortune is preferable to a 
ny other advantage I could reap; but the * of Al. 
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barazin 18 quite of a different opinion; ſhe is much of 


the diſpoſition of a Jew, and would take money of her- 
plice father for doing a piece of ſervice to him; imagine if 
—_ ſhe would not then expect it from a pretended uncle? 

gul Don Hannibal anſwered, Then let her only name her 


demands; if ſhe chuſes ſhe ſhall have yearly a third of 
"P we penſion I obtain, which ought to pleaſe her, if the 


I whole revenue of his Catholick Majeſty were at ſtake. = 
er. por my part, replied Don Rodrigo's Mercury, I would | 
$ are chearfully depend upon your word, as I know the truth | 
rid. of it; but you have to deal with a little diſtruſtful gip · q 


ſey, who would rather chuſe that you ſhould give her N 
two-thirds in ready money. And where the devil does 


M7 ſhe imagine Tam to get it? anſwered the officer ha- | 
" Willy; does ſhe imagine I am a money-broker? You 
muſt certainly not have informed her of my, circumſtan- 
. ha- = i . | 
el Nees. Forgive me, anſwered Pedrillo, ſhe knows very 
aten well that you are as poor as Job. It is impoſſible that 
the 
ſhe can be ignorant of your circumſtances, after what. L 
tion 
r have told her; but give yourſelf no concern about the 
en affair, I am fertile in expedients. I am acquainted with 
1 | . | i 
an old rogue of a lawyer, who likes to lend his money 
who 
Ro- at ten per cent. You ſhall make an aſſignment with 
Wl ſecurity to him, before a notary, of the firſt year of your 
Wwe penſion, for the ſame ſum which you ſhall really have 
50 all accept the intereſt. With regard to the ſecurity, 


your caſtle of Chinchilla ſhall ſatisfy the lender, ſo that 


mw there ſhall be no diſpute on that head. 
10.5 The captain declared that he would agree to thoſe con- 


ditions, if he ſhould be fortunate enough to ſhare in the 
<> WM Yours which were to be diſtributed next day: which 
| for accordipgly was the caſe; for he had the pleaſure to be 

_ WW honoured with a penſion of three hundred piſtoles up- 
ſufe ' 
on a certain commandery. As ſoon as he. heard this 4 


| At- good news, he gave all the ſecurity that was deſixed 1 
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him, tranſacted his little buſineſs, and went to New: 
Caſtile, with ſome piſtoles 3 in his pocket. 


eee CNN IX 4 UN 


— LE 
— — 


2 — — kg — 
= Eire —— -vy> andy wy Wo W —— — —ʒ 
3 CE e A A 
—_ 8 : 
— = — — — 
>” — 


- . r ˙ A A PT On TT — 


CH AP. XIIL "Wi 
On Blas and his dear Friend Fabricio meet _ Court ; | . f 

their mutual Foy. Where they both went; and the 95 Pt 

rious Converſation that enſued, =. 


Accuſtomed myſelf to go every mornin gto the King's bear. 
apartment, and ſpent two or three hours! in ſeeing whic 

the grandees come and go; though they d1d not appear thin 
with the ſame ſplendor which they do in other places, Is at 
Walking backwards and forwards in my lodgings thire 
one day, in a very ſhabby dreſs, I perceived Fabricio, He 
whom I had left at Valladolid, in the ſervice of an hof and 
pital- director. What ſurpriſed me moſt was, that he dite 
1 talked freely with the Duke de Medina Sidonia, and old 
| Jil the Marquis de Santa-Cruz. I thought theſe two no- frin 
i blemen ſeemed to liſten attentively tohim with Pleaſure; oy 
"of and he was extremely well drefſed, trin 
i Am I not miſtaken? ſaid I to myſelf, Is it not the Noft 
1 ſon of barber Nunez? Perhaps it may be ſome young gur 
bo | courtier, who reſembles him. I was not long in this plic 
uncertain ſtate; the nobleman retired, and I made vp up 
to Fabricio, who immediately knew me, and making me the 
puſh through the croud, My dear Gil Blas, ſaid he em- Cor 
bracing me, it gives me great pleaſure to ſee you again. 
What are you doing at Madrid? Are you in any place? 
or have you ſome poſt at court? Let me know what 
you have been about ſince you left Valladolid. You 
alk me a great many queſtions at once, ſaid I, and this is 
not a proper place to relate my adventures. You ſay 
very right, continued he; we ſhall be better at my lod- 


9 


2 
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gings, therefore we wlll retire the . is only a ſmall 
liſtance from this. I am agreeahly ſettled, live quite 
ndependent, have good forniznce ad am very happy 
> Nich my ſituation. 

| I readily accepted his * and went with him. wr 

ſtopped at an elegant houſe, where he told me he lived. 
We crofſed a court, on one ſide of which there was a 
large ſtair-caſe that carried us to genteel apartments, 
and on the other ſide, a ſmall pair of back ſtairs, nar- 
row and dark, which carried us up to the lodging I had 
heard him talk ſo much of. There was only one room, 
which was converted into four by my ingenious friend, 
thin deal partitions ſeparating each. The firſt ſerved 
as an anti- chamber to the ſecond, where he lay; the 


ew. 


ces. 

ngs chird he had made a cloſet of, and a kitchen of the laſt. 
cid, lle had hung the chamber and anti-: chamber with maps, 
106) Wand the furniture was ſuitable to the hangings. It con- 


ſiſted of a large brocade bed, very much worn, ſome 
old chairs covered with yellow ſerge, and trimmed with 
fringe of the ſame colour; an old table with gilt feet, f 
covered with leather, which had been once red, and 
trimmed with tinſel fringe, turned black through length 
of time; alſo an ebony cupboard, ornamented with fi 
gures coarſely carved. In his cloſet a little table ſup- 
plied the place of a bureau, and his library was made 
up of a few books, and ſeveral parcels of papers upon 
the ſhelves. His kitchen, of a piece with all the reſt, 
contained ſome earthen. ware, and other ufeful utenſils. 
When Fabricio had given me time to examine his a- 
partment, he aſked my opinion of it, and his ceconomy;. 
does it not delight you? ſaid he, Indeed it does, an- 
lwered I ſmiling; you muſt have managed your affairs, 
very well at Madrid, to be ſo well ſettled now: undoubt - 


ed he. The ſütuation Jam in is preferable t to all other 


3 7 


edly you have ſome. commiſſion. God forbid! anſwer- 2 
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employments. A perſon of diſtinction, to whom this 


houſe belongs, gave me a room, which I divided into 
four, and furniſhed in the manner you ſee. I only em- 
loy myſelf in things which are agreeable to me, and 
Explain yourſelf more plain, faid-] 
interrupting him; you only raiſe my curioſity. to know 
what life you lead, Well, I will ſatisfy thee, anſwer. 

ed he; I am turned author; I have commenced wit, and 
write both verſe and proſe; in ſhort, I can do any thing, 

I could-not refrain from laughing, and exclaimed, 

Thou a favourite of Apollo! I never could have ſuf: 

pected ſuch a thing. I. ſhould have been much leſs 

ſurpriſed to have found you in any other ſituation. 
What charms couldſt thou find in the ſituation of a po- 
et? Thoſe people are generally deſpiſed in civil life, 
and have no ſettled ordinary. He in his turn exclaim- 
ed, O fie ! you mean thoſe wretched authors whoſe works 
are the refuſe of bookſellers and players. One cannot 
be ſurpriſed if ſuch writers are not eſteemed: but good 
authors are upon a better footing; and I may without 
vanity ſay, that I am of that number. I make no doubt 
of it, anſwered I; you have a great deal of wit; your 
compoſitions cannot be bad. I only am ſurpriſed how 
you have been ſeized with the fury of writing. 

Nunez replied, thy ſurpriſe is juſt; while 1 was in 
the ſervice of Don Manuel Ordonnez, I had no other 
wiſh, ſo well was I pleaſed with my ſituation. But my 
genius riſing gradually, like Plautus's, above ſubjection, 
I compoſed a comedy, which was aCted by the-company 
who performed at Valladolid; and notwithſtanding it 
was not worth a fig, it met with great applauſe: from 
which I ſuppoſed that the public was a good milk. cow 
which readily parted with her ſtore. This reſlexion, 
joined to the great deſire I had to compoſe new. pieces, 

made me leave the hoſpital; the love of * took 
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this my attachment frim riches, and I determined to go to- 
nto . Madrid, as the center of wit, in order to refine my 
taſte there. Upon which I defired the governcr to give 
me my diſcharge, which he granted with regret, his e- 
ſteem for me being not little. He enquired if I had 
any reaſon to be diſſatisfied with my place. No, I re- 
plied, I am very ſenſible of your generoſity and good - 
neſs: but one muſt follow one's deſtiny. I find myſelf | 
horn to immortalize my name by works of genius. 
What folly poiiciles thee! ſaid the good citizen. Thou 
haſt already taken root in the hoſpital, and art upon 3 
the ſoundation whence good ſtewards and governors 
are made, Thou wilt leave the ſubſtance for the ſha» - 
dow. Thy, imprudence will give thee cauſe to repent. _ 
The governor finding his oppoſitions were in vain, 
paid me my wages, and made me a preſent of fifty 
ducats, in return for my ſervices. So that with that 
and what I had gleaned in the little commiſſions where- 
with I had been intruſted, I was in a fituation when 1 
came to Madrid to make a genteel appearance; which 
I did, notwithſtanding the writers of our nation do net 
pique themſelves on their neat appearance. I ſoon get 
acquainted with Lopez de Vega Carpio, Miguel Cer- 
vantes de Saavedra, and other eminent authors; but there 
was a young bachelor of Cordova, the incomparable Don 
ther Lewis de Gongora, the fineſt genius that ever Spain 
my produced. This man I preferred to the others. He 
ion, does not chuſe to have his works publiſhed while he is 
any living; he ſatisfies himſelf with reading them to his 
g it friends. And what is moſt remarkable, nature bas en- 
rom MW dowed him with the rare talent of ſucceeding in all 
ow ſorts of poetry. But he excels moſt in ſatire. He does 
ion, not reſemble Lucilius, a muddy river, that ſweeps: a- 
ces, bundance of lime along with it, but is the Tagus, that 
took rolls its limpid ftreams over golden ſands, Thou draws 
Vor. Wo”; | 
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eſt, Wd I to Fabricio, an agreeable picture of that young 


bachelor; and I make no doubt but a perſon of ſuch 
merit has many envious enemies. All our authors, 
both good and bad, inveigh bitterly againſt him. One 
ſays he delights in bombaſt, puns, metaphors, and tranſ- 
poſitions. Another ſays his verſes are as obſcure as 
thoſe which the Salian Prieſts ſung in their proceſſions, 
which nobody underſtood. He is reproached by fome 
likewiſe for compoling ſonnets. or ramances, ſometimes 
comedies, ſtanzas, &c. as if he had taken in hand 
to ſurpaſs the beſt writers in all kinds of poetry. But 
all theſe efforts of jealouſy are haffled by a muſe that 
is cheriſhed by all ranks of people, — the higheſt 
to the loweſt. | 

I ferved my apprenticeſhip with this able mater, and 
1 dare fay it appears in my writings. I have imbibed ſe 
much of his genius, that I have already compoſed ſome 
detached pieces, which he would think no difgrace to 
own as his; and according to his example, I recite my 
Jabours in great houſes, where I am extremely well re» 
ceived, and I meet with people who are not ill to pleaſe, 
Indeed. I have a good delivery, which is of ſervice to my 
compoſitions. I am beloved by feveral noblemen, and 
live with the Duke of Medina Sidonia as Horace did 
with Mecænas. This, added Fabricio, is the way I be- 
came author. Tou have heard all J have to ſay at pre- 
ſent;- you muſt now relate your ſtory. 

Accor dingt 7 I'-began, and omitted every trifling cir- 
cumſtance in giving him the relation he deſired. B 
this time dinner was ready; upon which he took out 
two napkins, the remains of a roaſted ſhoulder of mut- 
ton, ſome bread, and a bottle of very good wine; and 
we both fat down at table, with all the chearfulneſs of 
two friends met after a long feparation. You ee, ſaid 
he, how independant I am. I might eat with peop'e 


OF GIL LA.. 73 


of quality every day, but I have ſo great an inclination 
to write poetry, that I ſlay at home. Iam an Axiſtippus; 
| can equally ſuit myſelf to the company of great men, 
and to retirement and frugality. | 

We ſound the wine ſo agreeable to cur r taſte, that we 
opened another bottle, and after having finiſhed our re- 
paſt, I told him, that I would be glad to lee ſome of his 
productions. He immediately looked out for a ſonnet, 
which he read aloud with a proper emphaſis: but not- 
withſtanding his free manner of reading, I thought his 
performance ſo obſcure, that I could not comprehend it; 
which he obſerved. This ſonnet does not appear very 
plain to you, does it? 1 confeſſed that I could not un- 
derſtand it clearly. Upon which he laughed at me, 
and ſaid it was fo much the better. The natural and 
fmple will not do for fonnets, odes, and other works 
that require the ſublime. It is ſuſhcient if the poet 
underſtands it hiaſfelf, Do you banter me, friend? aa 
I to him. There certainly ſhould be good ſenſe, and 
a clearneſs of expreſſion, in poetry of all kinds. And 
if your favourite Gongora does not write more plain, 
he muſt ſink greatly in my opinion. He is a poet who: 
can never deceive any other age than has own. Now 
let me ſee ſome of your proſe performances. | 

Upon which Nunez ſhewed me a preface, which he 
ſaid he intended for a collection of comedies that were 
in the preſs, and aſkeu my opinion of it. I told him I 
ad not think mere cf his proſe than his verſe. Tour 
ſonnet is only bombaſt; and as for your preface, it is 
made up of far- ſetched expreſſions, perplexed: phraſes, 
and uncommon words. In ſhort, your ſtile is very par- 
ticular, the books of our good ancient authors are not 
written in that manner. Oh igneramus! exclaimed Fa- 
bricio, you are not ſenſible that every proſe writer who 
aſpires at the reputation of a delicate pen aflects this ſin- 
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gularity of ſtile, theſe uncommon e which 
ock you. There are a few bold innovators of us, whe 


have taken in hand to turn the language upſide down: 
and 1 hope in God we ſhall accompliſh it, in ſpite of Lo- 
pez de Vega, Cervantes, and all the fine genius's, who 


find fault with our new manner of ſpeaking. A num- 
ber of partizans of diſtinction have ſeconded us, and ſome 
divines alſo. 

But after all, continued he, our intention is com- 
mendable, and, ſetting prejudice aſide, we are more to 


be valued than thoſe eaſy writers who ſpeak like the vul- 


gar. I cannot think for what reaſon they are eſteemed 
by ſo many perſons of honour. Their manner was pro- 
per enough at Athens or Rome, where all the world 
were confounded; which is the reaſon why Socrates tells 
Alcibiades, that the people are an excellent ſchoolma- 
ſter. But at Madrid we have a good cuſtom and a bad 
one; and our courtiers expreſs themſelves different from 
our citizens, In ſhort, you may believe that our new 


Nile carries the day from that of our antagoniſts. By 
cne touch I will ſhew you the difference between the 


genteelneſs of our expreſſion, and the flatneſs of theirs. 


For inſtance, they would ſay plainly, Interludes embel- 


lifh a comedy; we would ſay with greater ſpirit, Inter- 
ludes create beauty and elegance in a comedy. Ob- 
ſerve that create beauty. Do nat you ſee all the deh- 
cacy, gracefulneſs, and nobleneſs of the expteſſion? 
L interrupted my innovator by a fit of de Fa- 
bricio, ſaid J, this fne language of yours makes you 
quite an original. And you, replied he, ate no better 
chan brute, with your natural ſtile. Go, added he, 
in the words of the Archbiſhop, and tell my treaſurer 
to give you a bundred ducats, and heaven direct you 
with that ſum. Farewell, Vir. Gil Bias, I wiſh you a 
better taſte, and good luck, This flight made me laugh 
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more; and Fabricio did not loſe his good temper, on ac 
count of my ſpeaking ſo diſreſpectiully of his writings. 
We made an end of our ſeeond bottle, and got up from 
the table in a very good trim, We went out with an 
intention of walking in the prado; but took a A to 
go into a tavern as we went along. 

This houſe was generally frequented by good com- 


5 pany. We ſaw in two halls many gentlemen who were 


amuſing themſelves at different diverſions; in one, a 
ſet were playing at cheſs and primeto, and in the other, 
ten or twelve people were giving attention to ſome pro- 
feſſed wits who were diſputing. There was no oCcca- 
fon to go very near them to hear their argument, they 
poke with ſuch heat and paſſion. A metaphyſical pro- 

poſition was the ſubject- They appeared like people 

poſſeſſed. One would imagine, that if Eleazar's ring 
had been put under their noſes, the devils would have 
iſued out with their breath. Good God! ſaid Eto my 
companion, what vivacity! what Jungs!. theſe diſpu- 
tants are fit to be public criers. The greateſt part of 
mankind are miſplaced. Certainly theſe people mult 
be deſcended from. the race of Novius the Roman ban- 
ker, whoſe voice was louder than thoſe of carmen. But, 
continued he, what is moſt diſagreeable to me, one's 
ears are ſtunned to no. purpoſe. We left them, by 
which means I eſcaped a violent headach, which I found 
attacking me. We went to the other hall, and placed 

ourſelves in a corner, and while we were. refreſhing 

ourſelves with cooling liquors, we ſat and made our re- 
marks upon the cavaliers as they came and went. 
Nunez knew moſt of them. O, ſays he, the diſpute 
of our philoſophers will not be ſoon: finiſhed. - Thoſe 


three men juſt come in will join them. But do you 


ſce thoſe two odd looking men who are going out? That 
lean ſwarthy man, whoſe lank hair bangs down equally 
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before and behind, is called Don Julian de Villanuno, d 
He is a young judge, who affects the pretty fellow. A a 


few days ago a friend of mine and I went to dine with 


c 
him, and ſurpriſed him in a very ſingular manner: he 8 
was in his cloſet, and amuſing himſelf with making a b 
grayhound fetch and carry the writings of a proceſs, f 
of which he is to make a report, and the dog Ir 
tore them very genteelly. That licentiate with the v 
red face, whom you ſee with him, is called Don s 
Cherubin Tonto, a canon of the church of Toledo, a l; 
very weak man, though you would imagine him to be 10 
a man of wit by his ſprightly ſmiling look. He has a 0 
ſparkling eye, with a malicious ſneer. One would i- 
magine him to be a man of penetration. If he is pre- v 
ſent while a fine performance is read, he liſtens with F 
uch attention, that one would imagine he underſtood i 
it, though he knows nothing of the matter. There was } 
a great number of witty things ſaid, but Don Cherubin 1 
did not fpeak a word, though he applauded them with T 
geſtures even more erf than the ſallies we utter. c 
cd. 7 
I aſked Nunez, if he knew two ſhabby men who t 
were firting in a corner, with their elbows upon the [ 


table, talking together in a whiſper. No, anſwered he, 
J have not the leaſt knowledge of their faces, but they 
have much the appearance of coffec-houſe- politicians, 
who cenſure the government. Take notice of that gen- 
teel voung man, who walks about the room whiſtling, 
and ſupporting himſelf ſometimes on one foot, and 
ſometimes on the other. His name is Don Auſtin 
Moreto, a young poet, who had a natural genius, but 
his head is almoſt turned by flatterers and ignorant peo- 
ple. That man he is ſpeaking to is one of his. intt- 
mates, who turns proſe into verſe, and-1s alſo lunatic. 
Still more authors! faid he, pointing to two well- 
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diefled men coming in: one would imagine they had 


agreed to paſs here in review before you. The one is 
called Don Bernard Deſſenguado, and the other Don 
Sebaſtian de Villa Vicioſa. The firſt is an author 
born under the planet Saturn, a genius full of gall, a 
ſpiteſul creature, who hates all the world, and is not be- 
loved by any body. Don Sebaſtian is a young fellow 
who deals candidly, and will let nothing lie upon his 
conſcience. He brought a performance upon the ſtage 
lately, which met with extraordinary ſucceſs; and he 
is going to print it, that he . not abuſe the eſteem 
of the public. | 

The figure of the moving picture before our eyes 
was juſt going to be explained by Gongora's charitable 
pupil, when he was interrupted by a\ gentleman belong- 
ing to the Duke of Medina Sidonia, telling bim, that 
his Grace wanted to ſpeak with him at his own houſe 


Immediately, Nunez knowing very well that a great. 


man's defires ſhould be immediately complied with, . 
quitted me directly to wait upon his Mecznas, leaving 
me in a;toniſhment at hearing him honoured with the 
title of Don, and in, ſpite of Maſter Chryſoſtom the 
bat his father, become enobled. 
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1 C H A P. XIV: 2 
| j | G T1 Blas i is introduced by Fabricio to the Service of as 5 
| | | Caliano, a Sicilian Nebleman. i 
1 : | | 
1 Oo defirous was I of ſeeing Fabricio again, that! v. 
14 paid him a viſit early next morning. At my firſt Ji 
T9 entrance, I wiſhed him a good morning, with the ap- t 
piüllation of the flower of the Aſturian nobility, which la 
WA made him laugh heartily. So, ſays he, you obſerved WM |! 
. that they called me Don? Yes, my gentleman, I did, 9 
Wt and you muſt allow me to tell you, that when you re- 
44 lated your metamorphoſes yeſterday, you omitted the. i 
1 beſt part of it. I confeſs I did fo, anſwered he; but © 
1114 believe me, if I have aſſumed that honourable title, it 
Wa was not ſo much to humour my own vanity, as to pleaſe * | 
44 other people. You are acquainted with the Spaniards. iſ ”' 
1 They have no regard for an honeſt man, if he has not I ©! 
1 the fortune to be poſſeſſed of either riches or birth. I IM "< 
. muſt alſo inform you, that I ſee ſo many people who aſ- MW " 
vn ſume the name of Don Franciſco, Don Pedro, or Don * 
4 any thing you pleaſe, that, if there is no diſgrace in the Wl 
vl caſe, you muſt confeſs that the rank of nobility 1s very. i el 
4h common; and agree that a plebeian of merit Dogg 
08 honour by his aſſociation. ly 8 
bl But, continued he, let us leave off this ſubject; 1133 
wi. ſupped at the Duke de Medina Sidonia's laſt night,” $ 
al. where amongſt other company was Count Galiand, & h 
[ | | Sicilian nobleman of the firſt rank; the converſafion Ml ” 
Wl turned upon the ridiculous effects of ſelf-love, Being n 
WT delighted with the opportunity of having it in my power | 

to entertain the company on that ſubject, I amuſed x 


them with the account of the homilies, You may be : | 
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| ſure your archbiſhop was cenſured as he deſerved; this 


proved not unlucky for you; for every body pitied you, 
and Count Galiano, after baving made many enquiries 
about you, which I anſwered properly, ordered met o 
bring you to him. . I was juſt going to look for you 
on that account. He undoubtedly will give you the 
offer of being one of his ſecretaries; and I would ad- 
viſe you. to accept of it. The Count is rich, and ſpends 


like an ambaſſador. He is come to court at Madrid 
to confer with the Duke of Lerma about ſome crown - 


lands, Which that miniſter intends to alienate in Sici« 
lv. In ſhort, Count Galiano is juſt, generous, and o- 


pen, though a Sicilian, You cannot do better than at- 
tach yourſelf to him. Very likely be is the perſon by 


hom thou art to be enriched, as n waſk toretold at 
Grenada. | | 

I told Nunez: that I had e to live at large 
ſome time, and enjoy myſelf, before I entered into ſer- 
vice again; but he gave me ſo favourable an accgunt 


of this Sicilian Count, that it induced me to alter my 
reſolution, and wiſh to be there immediately. I make 
no doubt, anſwered he, but you may ſoon be there: 
We direQly went together to wait upon the Count; 
| who then lodged at the houſe of his friend Don Sans. 
chez d'Avila, who was then in the country... | 


In the court we ſawa great many pages and footnjen; i in. 
genteel livery, and in the anti- chamber, ſeveral gentlemen 


| and other officers, all elegantly dreſſed, but with ſuch un - 


couth faces, that they appeared to me like apes in Spaniſi. 


habits. There are ſome figures, both men and wo- 


men,.on whom art is thrown away in their dreſs, as it 
makes no amendment in their looks. 8 
The Count was informed that Don Fabricio was 
there; he was admitted immediately, and I followed 
bim. The Count was fitting upon a-ſopha, ercfled i in 
- D 5 
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felf with playing with a large ape, which ſat at his el. 


they gave that animal the name of that god, except it 


h im frequeotly in his arms. 
and I could not be entertained with this animal, we 
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We ſaluted him 
moſt reſpectfully, and he graciouſly bowed his head, 
and looked fo pleaſant, that he really gained my heart; 
which is very common when we meet with a favoura- 
ble reception from a great man, It muſt be a very cool 
reception indeed which diguſts us. - 


After having finiſhed his chocolate, he amt him- 


bow. He called it Cupid, I cannot imagine why 
was becauſe it had all his malice; for it reſembled him 
in nothing elſe. However, he delighted his maſter 
greatly, who was ſo pleaſed with his tricks, that he had 


Notwithſtanding Nunez 


pretended to be very well pleaſed with him, which de- 
lighted the Sicilian ſo much, that he deigned to tell 
me: Friend, you ſhall be one of my ſecretaries, if it be 
agrecable to yourſelf. You ſhall have two hundred 
piſtoles annually: it is ſufficient that Don Fabricio re- 
commends yu. Nunez replied, I am not afraid to 
anſwer for my friend. I have more courage than Pla- 
to, who would nt be anſwerable for one of his friends 
whom he ſent to the tyrant Dionyſius. : 

I with a low bow returned thanks to the Aſturian 
poet for his confidence; then addreſſing myſelf to my 
patron, I promited zeal and fidelity. When this gen- 
tleman faw that his propoſal was agreeable, he ſent for 
his ſteward, and ſpoke to him in a low voice; then tur-. 
ning to me, ſaid, Gil Blas, I will in a little acquaint 
you what your epi is to be; mean time you 
may go with my ſteward, who has got orders concer- 
ning you. Accordingly I nne leaving Fabricio 
with the Count. 


The ſteward was a ſharp Meſſineze; he took me 10 
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ncer- 
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ne to 


his apartment, and ſhewed me great civilities. 
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Then 
be ſent for the tailor who was employed in the fami- 
Iy, and ordered him to make for me a ſuit of as genteel 
cloaths as thoſe wore by any of the prineipal officers. 
He then told me he knew a room that would ſuit me: 
but, added he, have you breakfaſted? I told bim I bad 
not. Poor man, ſaid he, why did you not ſpeak? I 
will ſhew you a place where you may have any thing. 
you chuſe to aſk for. | a 

Upon which he took me down to the bene where 
the butler was; he was a true Neapolitan, full as cun- 
ning as the Meffineze, The ſteward and he were very 
much alike. This honeſt butler was feated with five 
or fix of his friends, feaſting: upon ham, neats-tongues, 
and other reliſhing victuals, which made the liquor go 
down pleafantly. We joined thoſe hearty fellows, and 
ainſted them in difpatching the Count's rich wines. 
While this work was going.on in the buttery, they 


were behaving much in the fame manner in the kitchen, . 


where the cook was entertaining fome tradeſmen of his 
acquaintance; they were ſtuffing themſelves with rabbit 
and partridge pies. . Even the ſcullions were making 
merry with the plunder they could get. I thought I 
was in a houſe that was given up to deſtruction: but. 
what I ſaw now was trifling 1 in compariſon of what TI. 
alterwards. beheld.” 


* 


Character you are quite unacquainted. 
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Er 
Of Gil Blas's Employment in Count Galiano's Houſe. 


WENT to bring my baggage to my new habita» 
| tion. The Count was at dinner when I returned, 
with ſeveral noblemen, and the poet Nunez, who cal- 


led with eaſe for what he wanted, and joined. in the 
. converſation, I ſaw that every word he ſpoke enter- 


tained the company. How happy it is to be poſſeſſed 
of a genius! a man of wit may do as he pleaſes. 
I dined with the officers, who were treated much in 


the fame manner as their maſter, When dinner was 
ended, I withdrew to my own room, where I began to 


think on my fituation, Well, Mr, Gil Blas, ſaid J, 


you are now in a Sicilian Count's ſervice, with whofe 
To judge by 


appearances, you will live in clover. But we muſt at 


ſure ourfelves of nothing; you have too often experi- 


enced the ſeverity of your fate, and beſides you do not 
know for what employment you are intended. He al- 
ready has two ſecretaries and a ſte ward: what uſe can 
he have for you, except he intends to make you his 
Mercury? One cannot be on a better footing, in order 
to make way to a good employment. He who is con- 
fined to honourable poſts alone, riſes but fowly, and 
ſeldom gains his point. 

While theſe reflections engroſſed my mind, a foot= 


man came to tell me that all the company were gone, 


and the Count wanted to ſpeak with me. I ran direct- 
ly to his apartment, where I found him laid upon the 
ſopha, ready to take a nap, with his baboon, which 
Was always with him. | 


* 


or GIL. BLA... Fe: 


Come near, Gil Blas, ſaid he, take a chair, and hear 
what I have to ſay. I obeyed him, and he ſpoke in the 
following manner. Don Fabricio- informs me, that; 


among other good qualities you poſſeſs, you have that 
of attaching: yourſelf to your maſters, and that you are 
a perſon of integrity. Theſe two qualities induced me 


to take you into my ſervice. I would, gladly have an 
affectionate ſervant, who will eſpouſe my intereſt, and 
give all due attention to the good of my eſtate. 


Though 1 am rich, my yearly expences exceed my in- 


come greatly. I am very ſenſible of the reaſon; | my 
ſervants plunder me. I am in my own houſe, as if I 
was in a wood ſurrounded with thieves. I ſuſpect that 
my ſteward and butler connive together, which is ſuſ- 
ficient to ruin me. You will ſay that I may diſmiſs 
them, if I believe them to be rogues; but the difficul- 
ty is, where to get honeſt ones. I will have you to in- 
ſpe them, and if you acquit yourſelf properly, you 
will find your account in it. T will ſettle you in Sie 
ly to your advantage. 

After having ended his diſcourſe, he diſmiſſed ! me, 
and in the evening I was proclaimed ſuperintendant of 
the houſe, in preſence of all his domeſtics. | This did 
not ſeem to affect the Meſſineze and Neapolitan at firſt, 
as they imagined I would be a jolly companion, whe 
would join with them; and that they might go on in 
their old way, it they allowed me to partake of the 
ſpoil. But next day they both looked very blank, when 
I told them I diſdained all breach of truſt, and deman- 


| ded an account of proviſions from the butler. I took 


alſo an inventory of all the cellars contained, as well ag 
of all the plate and table-linen, Then I recommen- 
ded economy to them, and begged they might be care- 
ful how they diſpoſed of our patron's money; and de- 
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elared that I would inform the nobleman of every thing 
that I ſaw amiſs in his houſe. 

Even this was not all; I was determined to have 2 
ſpy to diſcover if there was any fecret underſtanding be. 
tween them. For this purpoſe I fixed upon a ſcullion, 
whom I won by promiſes; he told me I could not have tial 
Hxed upon a more proper perſon, to get intelligence of mal 
every thing that paſſed in the houſe. He informed me Thi 


9 that the ſteward and butler were in a confederacy, and me! 
x lighted the candle at both ends; that it was their daily to | 
4 $ practice to convey away half of the victuals that were | 
„ bought: and he alſo told me that the Neapolitan kept per 
[. a lady, who lived oppoſite to the college of St. Tho- tha 
1 mas, and the Meſſineze entertained another at the Sun- wh 
| gate; and that theſe two ladies every morning received bu! 
Fl all kinds of proviſions: that the cook alſo conveyed the 
good victuals to a favourite widow in the neighbout- fro 
} hood, and on account of his ſervices to the ſteward and thi 
| butler, he as well as they diſpoſed of the wines in the dare 
| | cellar. In ſhort, theſe three were the occafion of great the 
1 expence to the Count. If you doubt the truth of what . 
. I fay, continues the ſcullion, go to the college of St. . 
1 Thomas to-morrow morning about ſeven o'clock ; you _ 
it will fee me with a large baſket, which will convince 15 
| , you of it. 80, ſaid I, thou art their factor then? Yes, 1 | 
4 replied he, the butler employs me, and one of my com- 1 
'' rades is meſſenger for the ſteward. gr 
4 Next morning at the appointed time I went to the 5 
I college of St. Thomas. I was not long there till I faw Pt 
t my ſpy, with a very large baſket filled with butcher's he 
þ meat, poultry, and veniſon. I took an inventory of f. 
1 what the baſket contained, with which I allowed the n 
. ſcullion to proceed; and I acquainted my maſter of it. 
I The Sicilian nobleman was of a very hafty difpoſ- N 
| tion, and in the firk tranſports would have turned off n 
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both the ſteward and butler; but upon ſecond conſide - 
f ration diſcharged only the ſteward, in whoſe place I* 
is. was put; ſo that I ſoon loſt my poſt ef ſuperintendant, 
e. which did not give me great concern, for it was only 
n, the employment of a ſpy, which had nothing ſubſtan- 

_ tial in it. Whereas by being made ſteward, I was 
of maſter of the ſtrong box, which is the principal thing. 
The ſteward has always the firſt rank amongſt the do- 


ho 
1 WO meſtics; and there are ſo many perquiſites belonging 
ly to his poſt, that he may grow rich though he be honeſt. 
re The butler, who had not yet given over his roguery, 
pt perceiving that I was very zealous for my maſter, and 
"a that I determined every morning/to keep an account of 
1 what victuals were bought, left off conveying any away; 
d but he continued taking the ſame quantity as uſual, .by - 
the following trick. He increaſed the profits he had 
4 from the refuſe of the table, which was his right; and 
14 this enabled him to ſend his miſtreſs plenty of ready 
Fo dreſſed victuals, if he could not ſend the raw meat. In 
at ſhort, the cunning raſcal was at no loſs by this refor- 
at mation, and the Count ſaved nothing by baving a phœ- 
K. nix of a ſteward. The great profuſion I ſaw at every 
hu meal made me diſcover this new trick, which I put a 
* ſtop to, by retrenching the ſuperfluities of each courſe. 
s, This I endeavoured to do with ſo much prudence, that 
it was not perceived; there” was ſtill the appearance of 
great plenty, by which œconomy I greatly leſfened the 
ge expences my patron wanted to retrench, without ap- 
w pearing leſs magnificent. This was what he wanted; 
55 he would keep within bounds, and yet make a grand 


of figure. Avarice had taken hold of him, and yet he 
ne liked oſtentation. 


it. More reformation was yet neceſſary; the wine was 
fi- conſumed very faſt. If the Count had twelve gentle- 
of men dining with him, there would be fifty or ſixty 
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flaſks uſed. This waſte amazed me, and/I ſtrongly 
fuſpeCted that there muſt he ſome cheat; I therefore 
had a conference with the Tcullion, as I frequently dif- 
courſed with him in private, an he informed me of 
all that was ſaid or done in the kitchen, and nobody 
ſuſpected him, He told me the reaſon of the wine go- 
ing ſo faſt was, that the butler, cook, and footmen-were 
all combined. The footmen carried out: the bottles 
half full, which were afterwards divided among the con- 
federates. I took the footmen to taſk, and threatned to 
turn them away, if I found them guilty of the ſame 
practice again. This reclaimed them, I always took 
care to inform my maſter of every thing that I did for 
his advantage, and he loaded me with piaiſes, growing 
every day. more fond of me: and I made the lovin 
cook's aſſiſtant, in return for his intelligence. 

The butler was provoked to find I had him every 
way; and what gave him the greateſt pain, was to find 
himſelf contradicted whenever he brought his accounts, 
For I went to market to know the price of proviſions: 
and when he endeavoured to impoſe upon me, I re- 
primanded him ſeverely. I made no doubt but he 
poured many curſes upon me; but this gave me: no 
concern, as I knew they would have little effe&. I 


was ſurpriſed that he remained in the Count's ſervice, 


after all my perſecutions; he undoubtedly found his ac- 
count therein,. notwithitanding all my deduCtions, 


I frequently ſaw Fabricio, and told him all that paſ- 


fed fince I was ſteward; but he ſeemed more inclined 
to blame my conduct than approve of it. God grant, 


faid he, that you may meet with a reward for all your 


dilintcreſte.ineſs, butit 's my opinion that it would be as 
well if you were not quite fo hard upon the butler, What, 
anſwered I, ſhall the rogue charge a fich ten piſtoles, 
which he paid only four for? Can I overlook ſuch an 
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article? Why may you not? ſaid he, let him give you 
half of the overplus, and he will do things properly. 
Really, my friend, continued he, ſhaking his head, you 
are very ſimple, and in all appearance you will grow 
grey in ſervitude, ſince you will not ſtrike the iron 
while it is hot. You will certainly find Fortune like 
thoſe jilting coquettes who deſpiſe the gallant who uſes 
them with ceremony. 

Fabricio's converſation only diverted me; indeed he 
laughed at it himſelf, and would have perſuaded me 
that he was only in jeſt, being aſhamed that his bad 
advice had no better effect. I ſtill remained faithful 
and zealous, nor had I any inclination to be-etherwiſe: 
and I dare ſay my œconomy ſaved my maſter at leaſt 
three thouſand ducats in four months, 
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Count Galiand's great Concern for an Accident 9 
happened to his Ape. Gil Blas takes ill: the Con ſer- 
quences of his Illneſs. 


N accident, which will appear very trifling to the 
reader, ſtrangely diſturbed the repoſe of the fa- 
mily, and turned out a very ſerious affair to the ſer» 
rants, Particularly to me. Cupid, the favourite ape 
before mentioned, attempting one day to leap from one 
window to another, did it fo aukwardly, that be fell 
into the court, and diflocated his leg. As ſoon as the 
Count was informed of this accident, he ſent forth ſuch 
piercing cries, that all the neighbourhood heard them; 
and in the exceſs of his grief he attacked all his fer». 
vants, and was ready to turn us all out of doors. How-. 
ever he confined his fury to abuſe, and curſed. aur cares. 
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leſſneſs. He directly ſent for the moſt ſkilful ſurgeons, Mi curſel 
The patient's leg was ſet, and a bandage applied; but, In 
though he was ſaid to be in no danger, two of them had 
were obliged to attend Pug, till he was quite well. two f 

I ſhould be blamed if Fſhould paſs over in filence ! too! 
the grief which the Count was in while Pug was ill. Who 
He ſcarce ever left him; and when he was drefled; whicl 
was always preſent, and roſe three or four times every offere 
night to ſee him. But the moſt troubleſome affair was,  * !! 


that all the ſervants, and particularly myſelf, were o- gent! 


bliged to be always up and ready to run for the ſervice oy 
of Pug. In ſhort, there was no peace in the family till notic 
the ape was quite well again, and began to play its WW Pr. 
tricks. After this we need not be fcrupulous to be- it he 
Heve the report of Suetonius, when he ſays that Call. mere 
gula loved his horſe to ſuch a degree, that he provided Ml * {ur 
for him a houſe elegantly furniſhed, with officers to at: A Pre 
tend him; and,even intended to make him his conſul; the: 
My maſter would as willingly have made Pug a corre» Jace: 
gidor, if he could. With 

The molt unlucky circumſtance for me Was, a Ia Pr 
had ſhewed more concern than all the other domeſtics, ed 2 
that I might get into my Lord's favour; and had fa- ſeri 


tigued myſelf ſo much in attending on Cupid, that! 3 
took ill ofa fever, which increaſed fo much, that T leſt did 
my fenſes, and was fo ill, that E did not know What 
paſſed about me for a fortnight. However, my youth ther 
ſtruggled ſo well with the fever, and perhaps with the bub 
medicines that were given me, that my underſtanding e 
at length returned. The firſt thing I obſerved was, kno 
that I was not in my own room; and being defirous to dex 
know the. reaſon, enquired of an old woman who at · be 
tended me: but ſhe deßred me not to ſpeak, for the I lis 
doctor had expreſly forbid it. We generally laugh at 


the doctors when we are in health, but when we find 
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ourſelves ill, we patiently ſubmit to their b 
I now determined to be ſilent, whatever inclination 
| had to talk. I was buſied in reflecting upon it, when 
two ſmart beaux came in, dreſſed in an elegant manner. 
| took them for noblemen of my maſter's acquaintance, 
who came to ſee me, out of reſpect for him. Upon 
which I endeavoured to fit up, and out of deference 
offered to take off my cap; but my nutſe inſiſted on 
me lying down again, telling me that thofe worſhipful- 
gentlemen were my phyſician and apothecary. 
The doctor came to the bed- ſide, felt my pulſe, took 
notice of my looks, and perceiving all the hgns of an 
approaching recovery, he aſſumed an air of triumph, as- 
if he were greatly the means of it, ſaying, that one doſe | 
more would compleat the cure, which he might ſay Was 
a ſurpriſing one. He ordered the apothecary to write: 
a preſcription, which while he dictated, he looked in. 
the glaſs, putting his wig in order, and making ſuch. 
faces, that I could ſcarcely hold from laughing, not- 
withitanding I was ſo weak; after which he made me 
a profound bow, and went away, ſeemingly more pleaſ- 
ed with himſelf, than with the medicines he had pre- 
ſeribed. 
When the ace was gone, the apothecary, who-. 
did not come for nothing, prepared for his work, to ad- 
miniſter it may calily be ſuppoſed what. Whe- 
ther he thought that the old woman could not do the 
bulineſs with dexterity, or he wanted to do it bimfſelf, * 
in order to enhance, the value of his medicine, I do not 17 
know; but T canmes tel! how it happened, with all his. bo 
dexte:ity, he ,=dicarcely performed the operation, when. 
he bad it all an upon him, which fadly bedaubed 
his fine velvet cloaths. He looked upon this accident as 
a misfortune common to pharmacy, and without ſaying 


any thing, took a napkin, and rubbed his cloaths, no: 
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doubt determined to make me pay the ſcourer, to whom 
he would be obliged to ſend them. 
Next morning he came dreſſed plainly, though he had 
nothing to fear; he brought the doſe which the doctor 
had preſcribed the day before. But beſides finding my. 
ſelf growing better, I had contracted an averſion for 
doctors and apothecaries, fince the day before, and e- 
ven curſed the univerſities, where thoſe people receive 
a power to kill with impunity. In this temper I ſwore 
that I would take no more medicines, and wiſhed Hype 
pocrates and his followers at the devil. 
I immediately declared againſt taking any more 
medicines, and the apothecary went away, leaving his 
compoſition on the table. He did not care what be- 
came of it, provided he got his payment. As ſoon as 
he was gone, I had the diſagreeable doſe thrown over the 
window, I was ſo prepoſſeſſed againſt it, that I would 
have imagined I was poiſoned had I taken it. To this 
iff piece of diſobedience I added another: I poſitively told 
i my nurſe, that J inſiſted on having ſome accounts ot 
my maſter. The old creature, either from fear leſt 
her information ſhould affect me too much, or from an 
obſtinacy and deſire to enrage me, made no reply; but 
my ſtrong importunities at length prevailed on her to T 
ſpeak. Signior-cavalier, replied ſhe, Count Galiano is WW me 
returned to Sicily. So. you are now your own maſter. 


tha 

Though what I heard was true, yet I could not be- A 

| lieve my. ears. That nobleman, upon the ſecond daf or : 
of my illneſs, through fear that I might die at his houſe, um. 
had me and my ſmall affairs conveyed to a ready-fur- BY pur 
niſhed lodging, where be left me to the care of provi il tui 
dence, and a nurſe. In the mean time, he received WW lit! 
an order from court to return to Sicily, for which place fut) 
he ſet out in ſuch haſte, that he never once thought of bn 
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me; whether it be that he already numbered me à mor 
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mongſt the dead, or that his neglect was owing to a 
ſhortneſs of memory, to which Tor of 121 are of- 
ten ſubject. 

My nurſe likewiſe informed me, that it was ſhe wo 
bad called the phyſreian and apothecary, that I might 
not die for want of aſhſtance. Theſe accounts made 
me very thankful. I bid farewell to my hopes of an 
advantageous ſettlement in Sicily. A certain Pope 
fiy3, When you meet with any great misfortune, exa- 
wine yourſelf well, and you will diſcover that it is ow= 
ing to yourſelf in ſome meaſure. But, good Mr. Pope, 
by your leave, I cannot ſee that I any way contributed 
to my bad fortune on this-occaſion, - 

When I found the flattering chimeras vaniſh that 


* had filled my imagination, the firſt thing which took 
he up my thoughts was my portmanteau, which I ordered 
ld tv my bed-fide, that I might examine it. Upon ſee- 
WF ing it opened, I ſighed, ſaying, Ab, my dear portman- 
id teau, my only comfort! You. alſo have lam at the mer - 
of cy of ſtrangers. Phe old woman exclaimed, No, Sig- 
lt nior Gil Blas, you need not be uneaſy. Nothing has 
an been taken from your portmanteau, I have protected 
WY it as 1 would my own honour. 

3; The ſuit of cloaths which 1 had when 1 came into 
dhe Count's ſervice was in the portmanteau, but not 
Fa that which the Meſſineze had ordered to be made for 


me. That my maſter had not thought proper to leave, 
Jos ſomebody had made free with it during my deliti- 


SW un. All my other things were ſafe, even to a leather” N 
WM purſe, in which 1 kept my money. I counted it over 
” twice, thinking it hardly poſſible that I ſhould have fo 1 
g little remaining as fifty piſtoles out of two hundred and 

2 lixty, which I had before I took ill. What is the rea- 

ba lon of this, my good mother? ſaid I to the nurſe; m 


money is greatly diminiſhed, Nobody but myſelf has 


. 


touched your money, e the old woman, "and 1 
have been as good an œconomiſt of it as I Polhbly 
could. 
thing to be done without money, 

good woman (preſenting me with a pacquet of papers) 
is an account of all the money laid out, which is quite 
juſt. This will conviace you that I have not _— 
phed your treaſure. 

I ſlightly glanced over the bill, which made Wen 
fifteen or twenty pages. 
tity of poultry had been purchaſed while I was deliri- 
qus! there were about twelve piſtoles expended for 
broth alone; and the other articles were equally expen- 
It is incredible to tell the ſums of money laid 
out for candles, wood, brooms, and water. Vet, HRige 
as this account appeared, it did not amount to mote 
than thirty piſtoles; ſo that there ſhould have been one 
hundred and eighty remaining. 
the old creature; but ſhe ſojemnly declared that the 
purſe contained but fourſcore pilioles when the Count's 
butler gave the portmanteau into her charge. 
ſay you? interrupted I: 
charge of theſe things? She replied, undoubtedly it was. 
By the ſame token when he gave me them he ſaid, Good 


mother, when Signior Gil Blas is dead, let him bavye 
a genteel funeral. 


ſive. 
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But fickneſs is very expenſive; there is no- 
Here, added the 


Good heavens ! what a quan- 


J repreſented-this to 


W bat 
did the butler give you the 


You will find en more to 


Pay all expences. 

I exclaimed, O curſed Neapoliten, I can -eafily gueſs 
what has become of my money: you have kept a patt 
of it to yourſelf, to make amends ſor the thefts I pre- 


vented you from committin g. 
to God, that the villain had not taken all. 


I then returned thanks 
Yet, what- 


ever reaſon I had to blame the ſteward, I alfo thought 


the nurſe might have been guilty.” 
pected one, ſometimes, the other; but it did not ſigui- 


I ſometimes ſul· 
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{ which had done it. I ſaid nothing to the old wo- 
man; I did not even caval at ber unreaſonable bill, as 
could not better myſelf by it, and every one muſt live 
de by their trade. 4 therefore confined my reſentment to 
" paying ber off, and en her at the end of heck; 
| da 
” 7 fuppaſe he went from n me ede to ah apo- 
thecary, whom ſhe informed that ſhe was diſmiſſed, 
ur and that I was able to move off in his debt: for he 
. eme running quite out of breath, and, preſented his 
bill, wherein he charged many medicines he had given me 
while J was unſentible, under names quite unknown to 
me, though I had been a phyfcian. It was really a 
1 true apothecary's bill; but he declared be would not a- 
bate one farthing. But upon recollecting that he was, 
'reating with a perſon who might leave Madrid ſud- 
nly, he choſe rather to take what I offered, which 
was thrice the value of his drugs, than run the hazard 
be Jof getting nothing at all. I paid him with great reluc- 
e ance, and he went away very well revenged for the 
diſgrace I made him undergo concerning the clyſter. |. 
ks I had almoſt as ſoon à vifit from the phyſician, 
Tboſe creatures always follow each other quickly. I 


od Wi 3<d bim for his viſits, which had been very fre- 
ve Nauent. And to prove be had earned what he got, be- 


% bre be left me, he gave me an account of all the mor- 
{Wi ſymptoms he had prevented in my illneſs. He 


eh performed this in very learned terms, and with a very 


gentcch air; but it was too much for my comprehen- 
bon. When he took himſelf away, I thought myſelf 


als 5 
b luted me very politely, and expreſſed great joy at ſeeing 
u me ot of danger. He attributed my recovery to two 


freed from all thoſe miniſters of death; a ſurgeon made 
bis appsarance next, whom I had never ſeen. He ſa- 


plentiful bleedings performed with ſome cupping-glaſ- 
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ſes, which he had the honour to apply. This was x 


nother time I was obliged to draw my purſe ſtrings, to 
make him a preſent. After ſo. many evacuations, ſo 


ketle of the radical moiſture remained in oP N n 


it was little better than a lifeleſs corps. 

When Lagain ſaw an appearance of being ceded 
to beggary, I began to loſe courage. I had in the ſer- 
vice of my two laſt maſters contracted fo great an af- 
ſection for the conveniences of life, that I could not, as 
I formerly did, meet poverty like a Cynic philoſopher. 
Yet I was very wrong to give way to ſorrow, having 
ſo often found fortune raiſe me up, as ſoon as ſhe had 
overthrown me. TI ſhould have looked upon the me- 
Jancholy ſituation I was ng as 1975 wann of lome 
n fortune. 


Gr 
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Gil Blas meets with a good Acquaintance, and pets a Poſt, 
which makes up for Count Galiand's Ingratitude, The 
Hiftory of Don Valerio de Luna. 


| M* not hearing of Nunes all ids 0 time eee 


me much, and 1 imagined that he was in the 
country. Upon which ſuppoſition, as ſoon as I could 


walk I went to his lodgings, where I learned that he 


was really gone to Andaluſia, with the Duke de Medi- 
na Sidonia, three weeks before. When I waked one 


morning, I recollected Don Melchior de la Ronda; and 


remembring that when I was at Grenada I'promiſed to 
viſit his nephew, if ever I returned to Madrid, I deter- 


mined to make good my promiſe that day. I got in- 


formation where Don Balthazar de Zuniga lived, and 
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repaired thither, where I. enquired for Signior Joſezh 
Navarro, who came to me in a minute but when I fa- 
luted him; he received me rather coolly, though I told 
him my name. I was at a loſs how to look upon this 
diſtant behaviour, when I conſidered the character I had 
heard of this clerk of the kitchen; and was going to 
take my leave, with an intention not to pay him another 
viſit, when he ſuddenly aſſumed a pleaſant air, and faid 
very briſkly, Signior Gil Blas de Santillane, I beg you 
will forgive the reception I had given you: my memo- 
ry betrayed my inclination. 1 realty did not recollect 
that you were the perſon mentioned to me in a letter 
from Grenada about four months ſince. 

I rejoice ta ſee you! added he, putting his arms a- 
bout me, and embracing me. My uncle Melchior, 
whom I eſteem as my own father, intreats me, if I ſhould 
be ſo happy as to meet with you, to treat. you with as 


much reſpect as if you were his ſon, and to uſe both 


my friends' and my own credit for your ſervice, if there 
was occaſion for it. He has ſaid ſuch things i in com- 
mendation of you, as would intereſt me in your welfare, | 
though he had not particularly recommended you. | 
therefore deſire you will look upon me as a perſon to 
whom my uncle has expreſſed his ſentiments concern- 
ing Jen. 1 offer 7e my enen and will hope for 


your't. 92 


1 gratefully acknowleduad Joſeph's makes behaviour; 


and we, like people of ſincerity, immediately contract 


ed an intimacy. I made him acquainted with the fitu- 
ation of my affairs; which I had no ſooner done, than 
he undertook to procure a place for me, and gave me 
an invitation to dine with him every day, where he told 
me I ſhould fare better than at an ordinary. This offer 

was very welcome to à perſon who had juſt recoyeied 
Fram ſickneſs, who had been accuſtomed to good eating» 
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I and whoſe purſe was low, I readily accepted of it, and 
* in a fortnight picked up my fleſh ſo well, that I had a 
M {ce like a parſon. It appeared to me that Melchiaor's 
2 nephew made very well for himſelf there; and how 
al mould it be otherwiſe? He had three different places 
% (t once, being ſteward, butler, and clerk of the kitchen; 
er and the comptroller of the houſe and he were en ve- 
0 ry good terms. 1 31 21 
2 When I was quite recovered, I came in one FER ga: . 
T ulual to dinner, when my friend Joſeph accoſted me 


with a gay air, ſaying, Sigmor Gil Blas, I have a pro- 


firſt miniſter of Spain, intruſts two people with his own. 


the care of gathering his rents, and Don Rodrigo de 


| Calderona has the management of his houſhold. Theſe. 
two favourites exerciſe their employments without any 
a dependance on each other. Don Diego generally keeps 
m- 
two deputies under him, to receiye the rents, and 1 ha- 
"7 ing heard this morning that one of them was diſmiſ- 
10 ſed, I went to defire you might have the place. Signi- 


belitation, upon my recommendation of you. We will 
go there this afternoon. - 


month to Don Diego, who examined them attentively. 
This was as I. wiſhed: though my honeſty had been fo. 


ill repaid by my laſt maſter, I was determined to prę · 
lerye it. TO i 


E-2.- 


ſpect of a tolerable place for you; the Duke de Lerma,. 


affairs, that he may devote himſelf entirely to thoſe f 
the ſtate, He intruſts Don Diego de Monteſor with . 


or de Monteſer, who is my acquaintance, and whoſe - 
eſteem I may boaſt of, granted it to me, without any 


Accordingly we went. I was graciouſly a 
and entered upon the employment of the deputy, Wbo 
had been diſmiſſed. This conſiſted in country buſineſs, 
ſuch as viſiting the ſarms, keeping them in repair, and 
receiving the rents. I gave my accompts in every 
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| We were informed one day that a fire had Wesel 
in the caſtle of Lerma, and that more than half of it 
was reduced to aſhes. I immediately went to take an 
account of the damage: and I there got particular in. 
formation of all the circumſtances of the fire. I drew 
up an exact relation of it, which was ſhewn to the Duke 
of Lerma by Monteſer. Notwithſtanding the' concern 
he was in at the accounts of ſuch, melancholy news, the 
relation ſtruck him, and he made enquiry who was the 

author of it. Don Diego informed him, and ſpoke fo 
much in my favour, that his Excellency fix months af- 
ter remembered me, and in what manner the ſtory Iam 
going to relate will inform you. If this had not hap- 
pened, I might never have been employed at court. It 
was thus: 

There lived at that time in the ſtreet of Infantas d an 
old lady named Ineſilla, whoſe parentage was not per- 
fectly known: ſome people ſaid that her father was a 
lute-maker; others, that he was a commander of the 
order of St. Jago. Beit as it will, ſhe was a wonder- 
ful perſon; ſhe was obliged to nature for the art of 
charming the men all her life, which the till enjoyed, 
though ſhe was about ſeventy-five years of age: ſhe had 
been admired by the gentlemen of the old court, and 
was now not leſs fo by thoſe of the new. Time, which 
ſpares no beauty, had in vain exerciſed himſelf upon 
her's: though he had made it decay inſenſibly, he could 


not deprive her of the power of pleaſing: ſhe even in| 


old age could make conqueſts by her epchanwRul 
her noble air, and natural graces. 

A ſecretary of the Duke of Lerma, called Don Va- 
lerio de Luna, about twenty-five years of age, paid her 
a viſit, and was ſtruck with her charms : he declared his 
paſſion in the moſt preſſing terms, and purſued his point 
with all the eagerneſs that love and youth can inſpire 


* > 


Ar 


fil 


% rin n n - an” 


The lady having reaſons: for not ſurrendering to his de- 
fires, was at a loſs how to moderate his flame; at 

length ſhe thought of an expedient; ſhe took the young 
cavalier into her cloſet, and ſhewing him a clock, which 
ſtood upon a table, Obſerve, fard ſhe, what o'clock it 
is. At the ſame hour ſeventy-five years ago I came 
into the world. Do you think it ſuitable for one of 
my years to be engaged in a love intrigue? Call back 
your reaſon, young man, and ſtifle ſuch ſentiments, 
which are fo unſuitable both to you and me. At this 
wiſe advice the cavalier,. who- was void of the dictates 
of reaſon, anſwered the lady with all the impetuolity 
of 2 man poſſeſſed with the molt violent emations; 
Cruel Ineſilla, he exclaimed, why have you recourſe to 
fuch trifling excuſes? Do you imagine it can make any 


alteration in my eyes? Do not flatter yourſelf with ſuch 


vain. hopes: whether you are what you appear to be, 


or a charm. deceives my. ſight, J ſhall not ceaſe” to Tove 


you. She anſwered, Very well, ſince you are ſo obſti- 


nate as to perfilt in teazing me, my doors muſt be ſhut 


againſt you. I muſt inſiſt upon ſeeing you no more. 

You will probably imagine after this, that Don Va- 
lerio, confounded with what he heard, made an honou- 
raole retreat; but it was quite the reverſe: he only be- 
came more importunate. Love produces the ſame ef- 


ſects in its votaries as wine does in drunkards. The 


cavalier begged and ſighed, and making a ſudden change 
from entreaties to rage, he would» have had by force 
what he could not otherwiſe obtain: but the lady refiſt- 
ing with courage, exclaimed with an air of indignation, 
Hold, raſh youth, T muſt curb your a 07s ardour: | 
know that I am your mother. 

Theſe words ſtruck Don Valerio with amärement, 
and ſuſpended his violence. But imagining that Ine- 
bla only ſaid {o to be relieved from his ſolicitations, 

"M3 
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be told her ſhe had invented this ſtory to elads his te 
fires. © By no means, replied ſhe; I now diſcover a fe. 
cret which I would have choſen for ever to conceal, 
had you not obliged me to diſcover it. 'Twenty-fir 
years ago I was in love with Don Pedro de Luna, your 
father, who was then Governor of Segovia; and you 


were the fruits of our mutual paſhon. He owned you ca 
for his ſon, and had you educated with care: and beſides Wy 
your being his only ſon, your good qualities induced be 
him to leave you an eſtate; and J for my part did not Be 
overlook. you. As ſoon as I ſaw you appear in the 

world, I allured you to my houſe, to inſpire you with % 


that polite behaviour ſo neceſſary for a gentleman, and 
vhich the company of women only can inftil into young 
Cavaliers. I have done more; I uſed all my intereſt i 
to have you introduced into the prime miniſter's ſer- 
vice. In ſhort, I have been as much intereſted for you 
as I ought to be for my ſon. After this information, 
take your own meaſures; if you can refine your ſenti- 
mente, and look upon me only as a mother, I will not 
defire you to abſent yourſelf, but treat you with all the 
tenderneſs I have done; but if you cannot, do this, leave 


me this moment, and deliver me from the pain of ler. Vi 
ing you. A I 
Men Valerio remained flent while Ineſilla ſpoke. 1 


He appeared as if he were recalling his virtue, and go- 
ing to gain a.conqueſt over himſelf: but he meditated 
a different deſign, and prepared a melanchaly ſcene for 
his mother. Not being able to comfort himſelf for the 
inſurmountable obſtacle that oppoſed his happineſs, he 
meanly yielded to his deſpair, drew his ſword, and plun- 
ged it in his breaſt; and, like another Qedipus, punithe 
ed himſelf; only with this difference, that the Theban 
pulled out his eyes, in regret for having conſummated 


* 
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the crime, ok the ' Caſtilian killed himſelf, for grief 
that he- could not commit it. 
The. unfortunate Don Valerio did not immediasely 


die upon the ſpot; he had time to repent, and aſk par- 


don of Heaven for having taken away his own life. At 
his death a poſt of ſecretary to the Duke of Lerma be- 
came vacant; and that miniſter, who had not forgot 
my account of the fire, and the good character he had 


heard of me, choſe me to ſupply the wt of this Jane 


kentlamag e 4 
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Gil Blas is introduced to the Duke of Lerma, and is re. | 


ceived into the Number of his Secretaries.” He is ſet 
to Work, and the Duke is TI with: his 1 
mance. 


Received „ Monteies.| He 
ſaid, Friend Gil Blas, though I feel ſome regret-in 


lobng you, my regard 1s too great for you not to be o- 


verjoyed at your good fortune in ſucceeding Don Va- 
lerio. Lou will undoubtedly make a genteel fortune; 


if you take my advice in two things: the: firſt is, to ap- 
pear ſo firmly attached to his Excellency, that he may 
not doubt in the leaſt your being entirely devoted to 
him; and the ſecond is, to pay all due attention to Sig- 


nior Don Rodrigo de Calderona, for he has the leading 
of him. If you are ſo fortunate as to get into the fa- 
vour of that ſecretary, you will advance very faſt. 


After having returned Don Diego thanks for his 


good advice, Signior, ſaid I, pray inform me of Don 
Rodrigo's character. I have heard him ſpoke of as a 


very bad man; but L do not pay much credit to what 


E 4 
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people fay of thoſe. who have places at court, hgh 


their. reports are often too juſt. Therefore pray tell me 


your opinion of Calderona. It is a very delicate affair, 
ſaid the ſuperintendant with a malicious ſmile; I would 
not heſitate to anſwer this queſtion to any other perſon, 
and tell them he is a very honeſt man, of undiſputable 

character. But with you I will deal more freely, as I 
look upon you as a diſcreet young man, and think it my 


duty to be fincere; otherwiſe I ſhould only oblige you 


by halves, as I have adviſed you to keep vpon. nn 
with him. 


Know then, continued he, that from a ſimple 1 


tic of his Excellency, when he was only Don Francis 


de Sandoval, he has now advanced by degrees to the 
poſt of his firſt ſecretary. A prouder man was never 
Known, . He looks upon himſelf as the Duke of Ler- 
ma's colleague; and at bottom one would imagine he 
ſhared the authority with the prime miniſter, ſince he 
beſtows places and governments on whom he pleaſes, 
The publick often repine at this, but it gives him no 
uneaſineſs; provided it turns out for his benefit, he de- 
ſpifes cenſure. From what I have ſaid, you may judge 
in what manner to behave to ſo haughty a creature! 
O very well, replicd I, leave that to me. If I cannot 
gain his favour, I ſhall be very unlucky indeed. When 
one knows the foible of a perſon one has a defire to 
pleaſe, one muſt be very unſucceſsful not to ſucceed. 
'Then, anſwered he, I will introduce you to the Dein 
of Lerma immediately. 

We went directly to the houſe of the miners Weh 
we found in a large hall, giving audience. There was 


more company than there is at court, conſiſting of com- 


manders and knights of St. Jago and Calatrava, who 


were ſoliciting for governments and vice-royalties; bis 
ſhops, who were unhealthy at their own dioceſes, folt- 


ot 
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eiting to be made archbiſhops, on account” of the 
change of airz and ſome holy farhers of the orders of 
St. Dominic and St. Francis modeſtly defiring biſhop- 
ricks. I alſo ſaw there ſome reformed officers, acting. 
the fame part as Chinchilla heretofore, who ſpent all 
they had in dancing attendance for a penſion: if they 


had not their defires granted by the Duke, he however 


affably received their petitions, and politely" anſwered 
thoſe who ſpoke to him. 

We waited till all theſe fappticatits were eiſpatched;, 
then Don Diego ſaid to him, My Lord, this is Git Blas. 
de Santillane, that young man whom you intend ſhould 
ll the place of Don Valerio. Theſe words made the 


Duke look at me, who very obligingly ſaid, F had, alrea- | 


dy deſerved it by the ſervices I had done him. Aﬀeer. 
this he took me into his cloſet, to talk privately with. 
me, that he might judge of my underflandiug by my 
converſation, He wanted to know who I was, and 
how I had paſſed my life till then, begging an exact te- 
lation of the whole. What a taſk, was this! I mult 


be ſincere to him; I could not lie to the prime mini- 


ſter: and on the other hand, I had ſo many things to 
tell at the expence of my vanity, that I coutd not de- 
termine upon making a general confeſſion, How could 


| extricate myſelf from this confuſion? I therefore de? 


termined to embelliſh the truth in thoſe parts where the 


* 


nakedneſs of it would give offence. But notwithitan- _ | | 


ding all my care, he ſaw through it, and with- a mile 
laid, Monſieur de Santillane, I fee you have been a lite 
tle upon the Picaroon-in your time. I with bluſhes 
anſwered, Your Excellency defired me tb be ſincere, ac- 
cordingly I obeyed. I am pleaſed with it, he replied; 


£0, friend, you are very well off. I am ſurpriſed that | 


you have not been ruined by bad example. Many ho- 


veſt Near would have proved great rogues, had For- 
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tune put them to the ſame trial. Think no more of 
What is paſt, Obſerve now that you belong to the 
King, and that for the future. you muſt be employed 
for him. Go with me, and I will ſhew you what your 
- buſineſs is to be. He took me into a little cloſet next 
his own, where there were twenty thick folio regiſters 
upon ſhelves. This is where you muſt work, ſaid he. 
Theſe regiſters which you ſee compoſe a dictionary of 
all the nobility within the kingdoms and principalities 
of the Spaniſh monarchy: each book contains an. a- 
bridgment of the hiſtory of all the gentlemen. of one 
kingdom, in alphabetical order; alſo a particular ac- 
count of the ſervices aun to the ſtate by them- 
ſelves or their anceſtors; with the affairs of honour they 
have been engaged in; their morals, fortune, and good 
and'bad qualities: ſo that when they come to aſk a fa- 
vour, I ſee at once whether they are deſerving of it. 
And that I may be truly informed of theſe things, I have 
penſioners in every place, who get good intelligence, 
and tranſmit it to me in writing, But their memori- 
als. are prolix, and full of a country diale; they muſt 
be rendered more conciſe, and the language poliſhed, 


becauſe theſe regiſters are lometimes read to his Mar 
jeſt y. 


When he had ſaid this, he took a memorial out of a 


large letrer-caſe, gave it to me, and leſt me at liberty to 
make my firſt eſſay. I read over the memorial, which 
appeared to be filled with harſh terms, and even paſſion; 
notwithſtanding, it had been compoſed by a monk of 
Solſona. He therein unmerciſully defamed a good Ca: 


talonian family; but God knows if he ſpoke truth. It 


had fo much the appearance of a ſcandalous libel, that I 
-was afraid to ſet to work upon it, for fear of making 

myſelf ſuſpected to be an accomplice in this malicious 
aſpe;hon, Yet notwithſtanding I was ſo great a no- 


vice at court, I went through it at the hazard of his 


Reverence's ſoul; and laying all the iniquity, if there 
was any, to his charge, I began in good Spaniſh to di[- 
honour two or three generations, wan perhaps were Bn 
neſt men. 

By the time 1 had done four or five pages, the Duke 
returned, impatient to ſee how I went on. Santillane, 
ſaid he, ſhew me what thou haſt done. I am very de- 


irous to ſee it. He began to read it very attentively,- 
and I was agreeably ſurpriſed to ſee him appear ſo well 
pleaſed with it. I own, faid he, much prejudiced as L 


was in your favour, you have exceeded my expectation: 


vou not only write with all the clearneſs and exactneſs | 
that I deſired, but the ſtile alſo is ſpirited and eaſy: you 


juſtify the choice I have made, and conſole me for the 


lois of your predeceſſor. His praiſes of me ſeemed 
not to be finiſhed, when he was intertupted by his ne- 


phew the Count de Lemos. The manner in which he 
received this relation convinced me that he loved him 


tenderly. They withdrew together, to talk over a . 


mily affair, which I ſhall mention afterwards. The 


miniſter ſeemed more intereſted in this at n than 


in the king's buſineſs. 


I heard the clock ſtrike twelve, while they were en- : 


raged together; and as I knew that was the. hour that 
the clerks left their offices to go to dinner, I left my 


performance, and went out, not with an intention of 
going to Monteſer's, for I had got my wages, and taken. 
leave of him. I went. to a famous ordinary at the 
court end of the town. A common eating-houſe 
would not now ſatisfy me; the Duke's ſaying, Remems- . 
ber thou now belongeſt to the king, often occurring to 


my remembrance. 
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1 THE ADVENTURES. 


il Blas finds that he mis meet les Mort: ifications in in 
his new Poſt ; the Concern which this Intelligence gives 
him, and how he is obliged to alter his Conduct. 


PON my going in, I took great pains to inform 
the maſter of the houſe, that I was ſecretary to 
the prime miniſter; and in that quality was at a loſs 
What to order for my dinner, I did not chuſe to aſk 
ſor any thing that appeared like good oeconompy, there- 
fore I would not mention any thing in particular, but 
told him to bring what he pleaſed. He ſhewed me 
great reſpect, and regaled me ſumptuouſſy. I left a 
piſtole upon the table, ordering what was over the rec- 
koning to be given to the waiters, which would be at 
leaſt a fourth of it. Then I walked off, with a e 
of felf-applauſe. 1 | g 
There was a large houſe about twenty yards from 2 
thence, where foreign noblemen generally lodged. V 
There I took an apartment, conſiſting of five or fix f 
rooms, genteelly furniſhed, as if I had been poſſeſſed t 
of two or three thouſand ducats a-year. I paid one 
month's rent beforehand, and then returned to my work, 
and continued what I had begun in the morning. In the L 
room next to me were two more ſecretaries, whom the | 
Duke employed in copying. With them I contracted 
an acquaintance that ſame night, and went with them 
to my tavern, where I treated them with the moſt de- 
licate diſhes, and wines, on purpoſe to gain their favour 
the more realy, _ 
Our converſation had more livelineſs than wit; for 
to do my gueſts juſtice, I ſoon perceived they were not 
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good hand. 


them from complaining of their fituation.” One ſaid, 

It it now fix months ſince we came to this employ- 
ment, and have not yet received a ſhilling; and what 
is worſe, we do not know upon what footing we are, as 
our employments are not regulated. The other ſaid, L 
would readily take twenty ſtripes, to have the liberty of 


been witneſs to, I dare neither aſk to be diſmiſſed, nor 
go without leave, for fear of being confined in the caſ- 
tle of Alicant, or the tower of Segovia. 

How do you maintain yourſelves then? faid H no» 
doubt you have fortunes of your own? They replied, 
that they had very little, but that they lodged with a 
good widow, who boarded them for a hundred piſtoles 

a year each, and gave them credit. I did not loſe a 
word of this converſation, and it humbled my pride in- 


tion would be had for me than for others, and conſe- 


article when the landlord brought in the bill. 
It was midnight when my friends and I parted, as I 


their widow, and I to my elegant apartment, which 1 
now was forry for having taken, and determined to give 


had not got hag eg Mr rg. but OP wrote a "_ 


To make up for other desrlesetes, they Sorobghty - 
underſtood their own intereſts; and the honour of be 
ing employed by the prime miniſter, did not prevent 


engaging myſelf elſewhere; for after the ſecrets Lhave 


ſtantly. I could not expect that any more conſidera» 


quently I ſhould not be fo tranſported with my poſt, 

which I did not find ſo ſubſtantial as I at firſt expee- 

ted; and ſaw it was neceſſary to be as frugal of my mo- 

ney as I could. This cured me of my extravagance, 

and J repented of having treated my brother ſecreta- 
ries. I wiſhed the feaſt at an end, and ſerupled 2774 
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did not invite them to ſtay longer. They returned to 
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it up at the end of the month. My having a good bed 
was of no effect, my anxiety prevented my ſleeping, 
and I ſpent the remainder of the night in contriving 
how I might avoid ſerving the King for nothing. I 
determined to follow Monteſer's advice; and roſe with 
an intention of waiting upon Don Rodriguez de Cal» 
derona. I was in a proper diſpoſition to appear before 
a man who had ſo much pride: but I had occaſion ſor 
his protection; therefore L repaired to his, ſecretaries, 
whoſe lodging joined to the Duke of Lerma's, and was 
equal to it in grandeur. It would have been difficult 
to diſtinguiſh the maſter's ſrom the n s the furnis 
ture of both was ſo elegant. 

I ſent in my name, as the ſucceſſor: of Dios Valerio: 
but notwithſtanding that, I was. an hour in the anti- 
chamber before I got admittance; during which time I 
ſaid to myſelf, Have a little patience, good Mr. Secreta- 
ry, if you pleaſe. You. muſt dance attendance yours 
ſelf, before you bave other people to do ſo. 

At laſt the chamber-door opened, and 1 going in, 
ſtepped forward to Don Rodrigo, who had juſt finiſhed 
a billet doux to his charming Sirena, which he delive- 
red to Pedrillo. I did not approach either the Arch. 
biſhop of Grenada, Count Galiano, or the prime miniſ- 
ter with half the reſpect that I did Signior Calderona. 
I ſaluted him with a profound bow, and aſked. his protec- 
tion in ſuch a ſubmiſſive manner, that the remembrance 
of it makes me aſhamed. My cringing behaviour would 
have made me appear little in the ey es of a gentleman of 
leſs pride: but it pleaſed him, and he obliginglytaſſured 
me that he would miſs no opportunity of doing me ſervice. 

J returned. him thanks for his good opinion of me, 
and promiſed to be always attached to him; and for 
fear of being troubleſome, took my leave, begging that 
he would forgive me, if I had interrupted him in any 


— 
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affairs of cose es After this mean i 1 
retired to my office; and finiſhed the work I had been 
ſet to. The Duke came next morning, and appeared 
as well pleaſed with the end as the beginning of my 
work, ſaying, It is extremely well done. He deſired 
me to write, as well as I could, the abridgment of the 
Catalonian regiſter, and then to take another memorial. 
out of the letter-caſe, and digeſt it in the ſame manner. 
I talked ſame time with his Excellency,” and was de- 
lighted. with his eaſy manner. What a contrallywas.: 
there betwixt him and Calderona 9 4 bog”; 
I dined at a moderate expence that day at the ting: 8 
houſe, and reſolved always to go there incog. till I ſaw the 
effect of my condeſcenſion and ſervice. I had as much 
money as would ſerve me a quarter of a year, and de- 
termined to take my chance for that time: and as fol- 
lies are beſt when ſoon. ended, I reſolved after that to 
leave the court, with all. its glittering, if I got-no ſalary 
in that period. For two months I ſpared no pains to. 
pleaſe Calderona; but all I did was ſo little taken ho- 
tice of, that I deſpaired of ſucceſs: which made me al- 
ter my behaviour towards him, I no longer paid my 
reſpects to him: and therefore made the beſt uſe of the 
converſation which the Duke honoured me with. 
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THE ADVENTURES 


CH AP. . 
6¹¹ Blas  Ingratiates himſelf into the 8 of the Duke 


of Lerma, and is ON with an important Se. 
cret. . | 


Otwithſtanding the [Dake of bern juſt as ph 
peared every day, and vaniſhed again, (if I may | 

uſe the expreſſion,) I ſo inſenſibly rendered. myſelf a. 

greeable to his ExceHency, that he one day faid,. Hark 

you, Gil Blas; I have a great opinion of your genius 
and diſpoſition, and am very fond of you, You area 
faithful, affectionate young fellow, diſereet and intelli- 
gent; J hope I ſhall not repent of putting confidence 
in you. When he thus expreſſed himſelf, Fthrew my- 
felf at his feet, and reſpectfully kiſſed his hand, which 
he put out to raiſe me up. LT exclaimed, Is it poſſible 
that your Excellency could deign to favour 'me in fo 
extraordinary a manner? What ſecret enemies will your 
goodneſs get me! But I only dread the N of Don 
Rodrigo de Calderona. 

There is nothing to apprehend ert that quarter, an- 
ſwered his Grace. Calderona has been attached to me a 
from his childhood; I know him well; and I dare ſay 
he agrees ſo well with me in his ſentiments, that he 
will careſs thoſe whom 1 have a regard for, and hate 
thoſe whom I diſapprove. You may depend on his 
friendſhip, rather than dread his averſion. This made 
me ſee that Don Rodrigo. was a cunning fellow, who 
had got into favour with his Grace, and that it would 
be my intereſt to keep fair with him. It is now time, 
continued the Duke, to put thee in poſſeſſion of my 
conſidence; I will diſcloſe to thee an intention 1 have. 
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It is neceſſary you ſhould be informed of it; that yon 
may be able to acquit yourſelf well of the commiſſion 


which you ate to be employed in. It is long ſince my 


authority has been generally reſpected. I have had 
poſts, employments, and governments at my diſpoſal: 
I may be ſaid to reign in Spain. I cannot "puſh my 
fortune any further; but I would ſecure it from threat- 
ning ſtorms :. for which reaſon I would have my ne- 
phew the Count de Lemos to ſucceed me in _ mi- 
niſtry. . 
His Grace perceiving hide what 1 had ſaid ſarpd= 
ſed me greatly, added, I ſee, Santillane, your amaze- 
ment, that I ſhould prefer my nephew to my ſon the 
Duke d'Uzeda. But you muſt be ſenſible that the lat- 
ter has too narrow a genius to fill my place; belides, F - 
am not his friend. He has got the method of pleaſing _ 
the King, who intends to make him his favourite, and 
I cannot bear this. The favour of a ſovereign is like 
the poſſeſſion of a favourite woman. It is a happineſs. 
one cannot bear the thoughts of ſharing with meine, | 
though connected by blood or friendſhip... [773 
He added, I have now difcloſed my mind to you. | 
I have already endeavoured" to ſtir up the King againſt 
the Duke d'Uzedaz and as my intentions have not ſuc-- 
ceeded, I have thought of another ſtratagem. I would. 
have the Count de Lemos to get into the good graces- - 
of the Prince of Spain. He has an opportunity of con- 
verſing with him at all times, as he is Lord of the bed- 
chamber; and as he has a good deal of wit, I have a 
ſure method of ſucceeding in this enterprize. By this 
ſtratagem I will ſet my ſon and nephew at variance, 
which will oblige them to court my aſſiſtance, and be 
lubject to me. This, ſaid he, is my ſcheme; and ie 
is in your power to aſſiſt me. You ſhall be my meſ 
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ſenger to the Count de Lemos, gol ral bring me * 
report of all he has to ſay to me. . 
This conference made me eaſy, ani a me to ole 


upon my money as ſure. I ſaid to myſelf, I am now C( 
in a fair way to preferment, it will ſhower gold upon je 
me. The confident of a man, who is called the pillar b 
of the Spanifh monarchy, muſt ſoon be overflowing with al 
1iches. , Flattering-myfelf with theſe hopes, I Perceived d 
my Nane grow low with great indifference. t 
, v 
S FO JOGOS se 1 
| J 
CHAP. WI e 8 
Git Blas dates with T9, Honour, aud Grief.” f 
II was ſoon obſerved that I had the prime miniſters \ 
favour. He gave me publick marks of it, by cau- t 
= me to carry his porto-folio, which he ufed to-do f 
himſelf when he went to council. This being unuſual, ! 
made me appear to be in honour, and ſtirred up the 
envy of ſeveral people, and was the occaſion of my re- 
eeiving court holy-water. My two brother ſecretaries | 
were not laſt in complimenting me upon my approache : 


ing grandeur; they gave me an invitation to ſup at their 
widow's, not by way of making a return for my treat, | 
but in order to get into my favour, as I might proba- 1 
bly have it in my power to be ſerviceable to- them. 1 | 
met with congratulations from every body; even the 
Haughty Don Rodrigo changed his behaviour. , He 
always now called me Signior de Santillane; whereas 
| before he called me only. You, not uſing the term 
140 Signior. He heaped civilities on me, eſpecially: when 
bit 'be thought it was perceived by our patron. But I'ak 
0 ſure you be was not dealing with a fool; I returned 
. his compliments the more politely, in that I hated him 


the moſt: no old courtier could acquit. bim gel beer 
than I did in this particular. TIO | I 
My Lord Duke commonly went 165 times . to 
court, where J alſo attended him. He viſited his Ma- 
jeſty in the morning before he roſe, and kneeling down 
by his bed ſide, told him what was to be done that day: 
alſo directed him what was to be ſaid, and then with- 
drew. After dinner he returned to amuſe his Majef- 
ty with chearful converſation. He would divert him 
with all the pleaſing adventures which happened in 
Madrid, of which he always had the:moſt/early intel- 
ligence. And the third viſit was in the evening, to 
give an aceount of all that had paſſed 1 in the day, and to 
get orders for the next. I ſtaid in thè anti- chamber, 
while he was with the King, where I was ſurrounded 
with people of quality, who were deſirous of getting in- 
to favour, and thought themſelves happy in my conver- 
ſation. This muſt naturally make me look upon my» 
ſelf as a perſon of conſequence, Many people at court 
imagine themſelves ſo, who have leſs reſon + 
One day I had ſtill more reaſon to be. vain: the 
King was deſirous to ſee a ſpecimen of my ſtile, of 
which the Duke had ſpoken very advantageouſly... His 
Grace therefore defired me to take up he Catalonian 
regiſter, and read before him the firſt ſtory I had a- 
bridged, If I was in confuſion at the preſence. of the 
prince, I was encouraged by that of the prime miniſ- 
ter to take care of my fortune. This did not leſſen my: 
vanity; and a few days after I had a converſation. with. 
the Duke de Lemos, which made me very ambitious. 
When this nobleman was at the Prince of Spain's, 
I waited on him from his uncles. with a credential let? 
ter, wherein the Duke told him, he might look upon 
me as one very well acquainted with their deſign, and 
Choſen as their common meſſenger. After the Count 
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had tead this billet, he took me into a room, and fafe | 
tening the door, ſaid, As you are confident. to the Duke 


of Lerma, I do not doubt but you are deſerving of it, 
and I ſhall make no ſcruple of repoſing the ſame truſt 
in you. You muſt know then that matters go very 
well, The Prince of Spain diſtinguiſhes me from all 


the noblemen who are perſonally attached to him, and 


make it their ſtudy to pleaſe him. I had the honour 
of a private conference with him this morning, and he 
appeared much chagreened, that the King's avarice pre: 
vented him from following the diQates of his generous 
mind, and made him unable to ſpend like a prince. I 
took the opportunity of lamenting his misfortune. 1 
promiſed to wait upon him next day at bis levee with 
a thouſand piſtoles, till I could procure a larger ſum. 
My promiſe delighted him, and. I ſhall be certain of his 
favour, if I keep my word. Goand inform my uncle 
of all thefe circumſtances, and return in the cr 
to let me know what he thinks of it. 

After this converſation, I left the Count de Long, 
and went to the Duke of Lerma, who, on my report, 
fent for a thouſand piſtoles from Calderona, which 1 
was that night intruſted with. As I went, I ſaid, L 


now plainly ſee the infallible method by which the mi- 
niſter will ſucceed in his enterprize; I think him right, 


and very likely he will not ruin his. fortune by it. It 
is eaſily known where thoſe piſtoles come from; but it 


is quite reaſonable that the ſon ſhould be maintained 


by the father. When the Count de Lemos took leave 
of me, he whiſpered, Farewell, dear confident, the 
Prince of Spain is fond of the fair ſex, we muſt have a 
converſation thereupon the firſt time we meet. I can 
perceive that I ſhall need your aſſiſtance ſoon. I went 
away, refleCting on theſe words, which were not ambt- 
guous, and gave me great pleaſure. I ſaid to mylelh 
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What the deuce, am I juſt upon the 1 being 
made Mercury to the heir of the crown! I did not exa· 
mine whether it was a good or bad office; my virtue 

was laid dormant by the quality of the gallant. It was 


| a glory to me do be the miniſter of a great prince's 


pleaſures. Some people will ſay, Softly, Mr. Gil Blas, 
you was only intended for deputy-minifter. I confeſs. 
it, but theſe two poſts are equally W * 
differ only in the profits. 

Whilſt I was employed in erechgzig theſe noble : 
commiſſions, every day getting more into the prime 
miniſter's favour, with theſe hopes I could have been 
very happy, if ambition could have filled my belly. I 
had now been two months out of my elegant lodgings, 
and taken a ſmall room frugally furniſhed. Though 
this gave me ſome uneaſineſs, I bore it with patience, 
as I went out early in the morning, and did not return 
till night. All the day I appeared upon my theatre in 
the Duke's houſe, and aſſumed the man of conſequence: - 
but when J returned to my garret, my importance vas 
niſhed, and I was only poor Gil Blas, without caſh, or 
any thing that would raiſe any. I knew no perſon that 
could diſcover my wants to, except Navarro; and 
ſince I became courtier, I had neglected him too much 
to addreſs myſelf to him now. I had been under a ne- 
ceſſity of ſelling my cloaths one thing after another, 
except ſome which I could not want. TI left off going 
to the ordinary, becauſe I could not pay. How did 1 


then contrive to maintain myſelf? a ſmall quantity f- 


bread and wine was brought for our breakfaſts at the 
office, and this was all that was allowed by the miniſ⸗ 
ter. I had nothing elſe the whole day, as I generally 
went to bed without ſupper. | 

This was the ſituation of a man wha made a genteel 
appearance at couit, and who deſerved pity rather than 


and I, by his deſire, placed myſelf like a man writing 
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envy. However, my miſery was now more than 1 his k 
could bear, and I reſolved to open my mind to the- 
Duke de Lerma the firit good opportunity I got, I ſon. « 


fortunately found. one ſoon after at the Eſcurial, where this 

YE . and Prince of Spain went a few days after, 4 
n 
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The Method Gil Blas takes to inferm the Duke of 1 he 


of his Neceſſity, and what oct he met with from cha 
him. 4 


hut 

HE King paid all our expences while he was at the 45 
Eſcurial, which prevented me from feeling any 5 
wants. I lay in a wardrobe near the Duke's bed · cham- 5 
ber; and this miniſter as uſuat roſe at break of day, To 
deſiring me to follow him into the palace garden, with . 
paper and ink. We ſeated ourſelves under ſome trees, #8 


on the crown of his hat, while he held in his hand a 


Paper, which he pretended to read; and we appeared © 
at a diſtance to be very buſy in ſerious matters, not- 81 
withſtanding we were only converfing about trifles. lu 

I had entertained his Excellency about an hour with 
all the flights my gay temper could furniſh, when two 1 
mag pies ſettled upon the trees over our heads, and were th 
ſo noiſy, that they drew our attention. The Duke R 
ſaid, thoſe birds ſeem to quarrel, I ſhould like to know i 
the reaſon of it. My Lord, ſaid I, your curioſity te- , 
minds me of an Indian fable, which I have read in F 
Pilpay, or ſome other fable-writer. The miniſter de- .. 
fired to know the contents of it, which I. related thus. . 

Formerly there was a monarch reigned in Perſia, 4 


whoſe capacity was not ſufficient to enable him to govern 
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his kingdom; he 8 left the management of it 


to his Grand Vizier, whoſe name was Atalmuc, a per- 


ſon of ſuperior abilities, He ſupported the weight of 
this great monarchy without finking under it, and 
maintained it in peace. He alſo had the art of cau-- 


ſing the royal authority to be loved as well as feared, 


and the ſubjects were happy in an affectionate father, 


and a vizier faithful to his prince. Amongſt Atalmuc's 


ſecretaries there was a young Cachemirian, called Zean- 


cir, whom he had a greater eſteem. for than the other; 


he had great pleaſure in his company, took him to the 


chace, and made him his confident. As they were out 
lunting together one day, the Vizier perceiving two ra- 
vens croaking upon a tree, ſaid to his ſecretary, I would 


be glad to know what theſe birds are faying in their 


language. The Cachemirian replied, your wiſhes may 


be ſatisfied in this. In what manner? ſaid Atalmuc. 


Zeangit replied, I was taught the language of birds by 
a cabaliſtical derviſe; if you chuſe it, I will hearken to 
theſe, and explain to you every thing they ſay. 1 / 


The Vizier deſired him to do it. Upon which the 


Cachemirian went near the ravens, and ſeemed to liſtea 
attenttvely to them; then he returaed to the Vizier. 


Signior, ſaid he, would you imagine that we were the 


ſubject of their converſation? Is it poſſible? ſaid the 
miniſter. And what do they ſay of us? The ſecretary 


replied, One of them ſays, Obſerve the Grand Vizier, + 
that tutelarly eagle, that ſpreads his wings over all Per- 
ha, and watches continually for its preſervation. He 
is come with his faithful Zeangir, to divert himſelf af- 
ter his labours. That ſecretary is happy in ſerving a 
maſter who is ſo fond of him, Hold, ſays the other ra- 
ven, do not talk ſo much of the ſecretary's good for- 


tune. Notwithſtanding Atalmuc talks familiarly with 


him, makes him his conſident, and n intends to 
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give him ſome conſiderable poſt; before that happen 
he will be ſtarved with hunger. That poor creature 


lodges in a ſhabby room, in want of the neceſſaries of 
life. In ſhort, he lives wretchedly, unknown to 
every body at court. The Grand Vizier makes no in- 
quiry into his circumſtances, - but being ſatisfied with 
Hg a regard for him, he muſt fall a neg to po- 


verty. a 


1 ſtopped, to N how the Duke took i Iv; 15 falle 
alced me, what impreſſion this fable made upon Atal- 
muc's mind, and if the ſecretary's forwardneſs did not 
give offence to the Grand Vizier. © I anſwered in con- 


fuſion, No, my Lord, the fable ſays he heaped favours 


upon him. That was'very lucky, anſwered the Duke 


ſeriouſly; but ſome miniſters would not take this well. 


He roſe up, breaking off the difcourſe, and ſaid, he i- 
magined the King would foon be awake, and it was his 


duty to attend him. Then he went quickly away, with 


out ſaying any more; and I imagined he was not wel 
pleaſed with the Indian fable. 

I followed him quite to the door of his Majeſty's 
bed-chamber, and then went to lay by my papers in 
their place. Then I went to the two ſecretaries, who 
were at work, Upon ſeeing me, they. faid, What is 
the matter, Signior de Santillane? has any thing diſa - 


greeable happened to you? 


I could not conceal my uneaſineſs, I was ſo much 
affected. I told them all that had paſſed between the 


Duke and I, and they appeared ſenſible of my grief. 


You have very good reaſon to be vexed: I wiſh you 


may be better treated than the ſecretary of Cardinal 
Spinoſa, who had been fifteen months there, and fe- 
ceived nothing. One day he made free to mention his 


neceſſities to his Eminence, and defired ſome money. 
It is "reaſonable ſaid the miniſter, that you ſhould be 
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paid: bere is an order for a thouſand ducats for vou, 
go and receive that ſum from the royal tteaſuryz but ! 


© wy ſhall have no more occaſion for you.. The. ſecretary 
0 would bave been comforted; if he had received the 
m thouſand ducats, and been at liberty to look for buſi- 
with W ness elſewhere: but alas! immediately upon his leaving 
pe: the Cardinal's houſe, he was arreſted by an alguazil, 
hy and taken to the tower of Segovia, where he was long 
1 under confinement. My fear was greatly increaſed by 
\tals 


this affair, and I looked upon myſelf as undone. I was 


not quite inconſolable, and reproached my own impatience, 

on as if I had not ſuffered enough. Oh! ſaid I, why did 

'OU WY 1 run the hazard of diſpleafing the miniſter by this un- 

* lucky fable, when he might poſſibly be on the point of 
e 


Wl rclieving me out of this diſagreeable ſituation? I might 
bs + perhaps have been near making one of thoſe ſudden for- 


s hit tunes which ſurpriſe the world. Probably I have loſt | 
Fe riches and honour by my folly. I ſhould have conſi-— | 
e 


i dered that great men diſlike to be anticipated, and chufe il 
that the ſmalleſt gratifications they give ſhould be 
eſty's eſteemed as a free gift. I had better continued my 


| ſpare diet, without complaining z and if I had ſtarved, 
= the blame would have laid on his fide. 
lat is 


MM If any ſparks of hope had remained, the appearance 
Gila Wo my maſter, who came in inthe afternoon, would have 
baniſhed them: contrary to his uſual cuftom, he was 


much very grave, and hardly ſpoke. This made me quite 
42 1 uneaſy all the day after, and I ſpent the night in great 
grief. 


diſquiet. My diſtreſs at ſeeing my gay viſions all diſ- 


Jeu appear, and the fear of encreaſing the number of laat : 
dinal priſoners, kept me awake till morning. | 
0 ke. The next day was to determine my fate; the Duke 

* ordered me to attend, which I did, trembling with all 


1 the ſear of a guilty criminal. Santillane, faid he, 
1 


holding out a paper which he had i in his aan this 2 
Vor. Ill, F 
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warrant The word warrant made me tremble. 1 
ſecretly exclaimed, O Heavens! here is the cardinal 
Spinoſa, the carriage is ready for Segovia. The ter- 
tor I was in, prompted me to interrupt my maſter, and 
fall at his feet. I was all in tears, and Taid, I moſt 
humbly intreat that your Excellency would forgive my 
preſumption. Neceſſity obliged me to ditcloſe boy's fi. 


tuation to you. 


The Duke could not forbear laughing at my uneaſi- 
neſs, and ſaid, Compoſe yourſelf, Gil Blas, and attend 
to what I am going to ſay. My friend, I am not dif- 
obliged, notwichſtanding your complaint was a reproach 
on me, for not having prevented your neceffities; yet, 
my friend, I do not take it amiſs; I rather blame my- 
ſelf, for not having enquired how you lived. But to 
make up for my inattention, here is a warrant for fif- 
teen hundred ducats, to be paid out of the royal trea- 
ſury on demand: this ſum I ſhall continue annually; 
and befides, you ſhall have a power to ſpeak in the be- 
half of people of wealth and generoſity, when they ſo- 
licit thy intereſt, 

Theſe words occaſioned ſuch an extacy, chat I fell 
down, and kiſſed the miniſter's feet. He deſired me to 
riſe, and continued talking in a familiar way. I would 
glad]y have recovered my chearfulneſs, but was not a- 
ble to make a tranſition from grief to joy fo ſoon. I 
had the appearance of a criminal, who hears he has got 
'a reprieve juſt when he expected the fatal blow. My 


- maſter imagined my confuſion was occaſioned by the fear 


-of incurring his diſpleaſure, but the terror of a perpe- 
tual impriſoament had a great ſhare in it. He owned 
that he had ſhewed a coolneſs in his behaviour, to ſee 
whether the change affected me; and he was now con- 
vinced of my being ſincerely attached to him, which 
induced him to regard 1 me the more. 
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The good Uſe he made of his 1500 Ducats; the "_ Me 
fair in which he was engaged, and the Profits ari- 
ing from thence. 


HE King rettioged to Madrid next FRO: as if he 
had intended to gratify my impatience... I went 


directly to the royal treaſury, where I received the ſum ' 


mentioned in my order. I now attended to nothing 
but my ambition and vanity, Tleft my miſerable lodg- 
ing for the ſecretaries, who are unacquainted with the 
language of birds, and took my elegant apartment 


again, which very luckily was ſtill empty. I ſent. 


for a noted tailor, who was generally employed by 
all the beaux. He took my meaſure, and carried me 
to a cloathier's ſhop, where he took off five ells of cloth, 

which he ſaid was as little as he could take to make me 
a ſuit. Five ells for a ſuit im the Spaniſh faſhion! 


Heavens! But we muſt be a little favourable. Repu» 
table tailors always uſe more than others. I then 
made a purchaſe of ſome linen, filk ſtockings, and a 


beaver hat, laced with an open Spaniſh lace. 
After all this I thought it was neceflary for me to 
have a footman; and therefore deſired Vincent Forero, 


my landlord, to recommend one to me. Strangers ge- 


nerally hire Spaniſh ſervants upon' their arrival at Ma- 
drid, which draws all the ſervants who are out of place 
to his houſe. The firſt who offered himſelf was a 


young man who appeared mild and religious, who did 


not pleaſe me, as he was ſo like Ambroſe de Lamela. 


] told Forero that I did not want a valet with ſuch a 


religious air, having been bit by ſuch an one before. 


1 
| 
| 
| 
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Juſt as I had diſmiſſed this fellow, another was in- 


| troduced, very ſprightly and young, who had as much 


impudence as a court page, and ſeemed a little roguiſh. 
His appearance pleaſed me; I put ſome queſtions to 
him, which he anſwered ſharply. I ſaw he was of an 
intriguing diſpoſition, and looked upon him as a pro- 
per man for my purpoſe; therefore I immediately en- 
gaged him, which I had no reaſon to repent, for J ſoon 
perceived, that I had got an admirable bargain. ' As 
the Duke had given me leave to ſpeak to him in favour 
of perſons whom I was willing to oblige, and as I had 
no intention to neglect this permiſhon, I wanted a ſpa- 
niel to hunt out the game; I mean an arch fellow, that 


was vigilant, and ſit to find out and bring me ſuch per- 


ſons as had favours-to aſk of the prime miniſter. This 
was juſt Scipio's maſterpiece: ſo my footman was cal- 
led: he came from Donna Anna de Guevara, the Prince 
of Spain's nurſe, where he had made great uſe of that 
talent.” — 

No ſooner had 1 fre him of my intereſt, and 
that I ſhould be glad to make uſe of it, than he took 
the field, and that very day he told me: Sir, I have 
made a pretty good diſcovery, 
of Grenada, called Don Roger de Rada, is juſt come to 
this city, who has fought a duel, which obliges him to 
have recourſe to the Duke of Lerma's protection; and 
he is willing to pay well for doing him that ſervice. I 
have ſpoken to him. He was going to addreſs himſelf 
to Don Rodrigo de Calderona, whoſe power he has 
heard much talked of; but I have preverited him, by 
telling him, that the ſecretary ſold his good offices at 
an extravagant rate, whereas you would be fatisfied with 
a handſome acknowledgment for yours; that you would 
even do a ſervice for nothing, if the ſtate of your atfairs 
would permit you to follow your generous and diſinte- 
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A young gentleman 
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reſted temper. In thaw I have ſaid ſo a to kia 
in your favour, that you will ſee the gentleman at your 
levee to-morrow morning. How, faid I, Mr. Scipio, 
you have already done wonders: you are no novice at 
intriguing. I am ſurpriſed you are no richer, That 
ought not to amaze you, replied he; I love to make 
money circulate, I am no miſer. b 

Accordingly Don Roger de Rada appeared next mor- 
ning, and was received with a politeneſs intermixed with 
haughtineſs. Signior Cavalier, faid I, before I engage 
to ſerve you, I muſt be informed of the affair of honour 
that is the occaſion of your coming to court; for it may 
happen to be of that nature, that I may not dare to 
ſpeak in your behalf to the prime miniſter. Therefore 
I deſire you to relate it faithfully to me, and be aſſüred, 
that I will eſpouſe your intereſt- very heartily, if a man 
of honour may appear therein. TIſhall willingly grant 
your requeſt, anſwered the young Grenadian, Upon 
which he made. the fallowing. ſincere recital of his 7 
ventures. ö W. 


——— 
CHAP. VII. . 
The Hiſtory of Don Roger de Rad. 


N the city of Antequera lived a Grenadian: 8 
man, called Don Anaſtaſio de Rada, with his wife 
Donna Eſtephania, who, with ſolid virtue, had a mild _ 
temper, and was very beautiful. If ſhe loved her-buf- 
band affectionately, it was returned with equal paſſion. 
He was naturally very jealous; and although he had 
no reaſon to ſuſpect his wife's fidelity, he was never- 
theleſs uneaſy. He was afraid leſt ſome private ene: 
my to his repoſe ſhould make an attempt upon his ho- 
| TS 
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nour. He became diſtruſtful of all his friends except 
Don Huberto de Hordales, to whom his houſe was o- 
pen, as being Eſtephania's couſin, and who was the on- 
ly one in whom he could put any confidence. 
However, Don Huberto became enamoured of his 
couſin, and was ſo bold as to declare his paſſion, without 


having regard to the blood that united them, or to Don 


Anaſtaſio's particular friendſhip. The lady, who was 
diſcreet, inſtead of raiſing an uproar, which might have 
had fatal conſequences, gently reproved him, repreſenting 


to him the heinouſneſs of the crime, to attempt to ſe- 


duce her and diſhonour her huſband; and telling him 
very ſeriouſly, that he ought not to flatter himſelf with 
the leaſt hopes of ſucceeding in his deſign. | 

The cavalier became the more inflamed by this mo- 
deration; for imagining, that he ought to try a woman 
of her character to the utmoſt, he began to be diſreſ 
pectful in his behaviour, and had the boldneſs one day 
to preſs her to ſatisfy his defires. She haughtily re- 


pulſed him with a ſevere air, and threatened to make 


her huſband pupiſh his raſhneſs. The ſpark, being 


terrified with her threats, promiſed to talk no more to 


her of love: and, upon the credit of this promiſe, Eſ- 
tephania entirely forgave him for his paſt miſbehaviour. 

Don Huberto, who was naturally 'bafe at the heart, 
could not ſee his paſſion ſo ill repaid, without conceiv- 
ing a baſe defire of avenging himſelf. , He knew Don 
Anaſtaſio to be very jealous, ſuſceptible of any impreſ- 
ſion he could make upon him. He wanted no more to 
form the moſt treacherous. deſign of which a worthleſs 
villain could be capable. One evening, as he was 
walking alone with this weak huſband, he thus ſeriouſ- 
ly addreſſed him: My dear friend, I can live no longer 
without revealing a ſecret, which 1 fhould be cautious 
of diſcovering, if your honour were not more dear to 


— 
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rou than your reſt. But your delicacy and mine in 
point of offences, will not allow me to conceal any 
longer what is carried on at. your houſe; Prepare to 
hear an account which will make you no leſs ſurpriſed. 
than ſorry. I am going to wound your in ee 
eſt part. 

I have a CFE good — of — you are e to 
tell me, replied Don Anaſtaſio, already quite conſoun- 


ded, your couſin is falſe to me. I no longer acknoẽw- 


ledge her for my couſin, rejoined Hordales, with a paſs 
fionate air; I diſown her, and ſhe-is unworthy. of hays 


ing you for her huſband. You make me languiſh toe 


longs cried Don Anaſtaſio, ſpeak, of what has Eſtepha- 
nia been guilty? She has betrayed you, replied Don 
Huberto. You have a rival whom ſhe admits ſecretly 
into your houſe, but I cannot name him to you; for the 
adulterer eſcaped the eyes that watched him, by the 
favour of a dark night. All that I know is, that they 


deceive you, and of that I am very well aſſured. The 


intereſt that L ought to take in this affair is but too cer 
tain a proof for you of the veracity. of my report. If 
I had not been well convinced of Eſtephania's infideli- 
ty, I ſhould never have declared myſelf againſt her. 

I need not, continued he, obſerving that his ait. 
courſe produced the deſired effect, I need not ſay anyx 
more to you. I perceive, that you are undeſerving of 
the ingratitude wherewith your love is repaid, and that 
you are meditating a juſt revenge. I ſhall not oppoſe 
you: do not examine who is the victim you are going 
to puniſh; ſhew the whole city, that there is nan 
but what you can ſacrifice to your honour. 

In this manner did the traitor animate a too 0 


lous huſband againſt an innocent wife; and he painted 
to him in ſuch ſtrong colours the infamy wherewith he 


would be covered, if he let the affront go unpuniſned, 
F 4 
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that at laſt he highly incenſed him. Don Anaſtaſio is 
now quite deprived of judgment, and ſeems as if poſ. 
ſeſſed by the furies. He returns home fully reſolved 
to murder his unhappy Ws who was * ein in- 
to bed when he arrived. 


He bridled his paſſion at firſt, and * till the ſer- 


vants were withdrawn. But then, without being re- 


Krained by the fear of the anger of Heaven, or the dif- 
honour that it would reflect upon an honeſt family; 
or even by the natural pity'he ought to have had for a 
child, wherewith his wife was ſix months gone; he 
drew near his victim, and ſaid in a furious tone: 
Wretch, thou muſt periſh; thou haſt but one moment 
longer to live, and that is owing to my -goodneſs, that 
thou mayeſt beg Heaven to forgive thee the heinous 
crime thou haſt been guilty of towards me. I would 
not have thee loſe thy ſoul, as thou haſt loſt thine ho- 
hour. 

Thus ſaying, he drive his poinard. His actien and 
diſcourſe frightened Eſtephania; ſo that throwing her- 
ſelf at his knees, wringing her hands, and quite con- 
founded, ſhe ſaid, What is the matter, my Lord; What 
have I been ſo unhappy as to do to make you diſſatisfied? 
Why would you deprive your ſpouſe of her life? If 
you ſuſpect her of being faithleſs t to 1 . are very 
much deceived. 

No, no, replied the jealous wretch, I am but too 
well aſſured of your treachery. My informer, Don 
Huberto, is a worthy perſon, — Ah, my Lord! faid 
ſhe, interrupting him with precipitation, you ought to 
put no confidence in Don Huberto: he is leſs your 
friend than you imagine. It he has told you any thing 
reflecting upon my virtue, do not believe him. Hold 
your tongue, baſe woman, replied Don Anaſtaſio; by 
endeavouring to prepoſſeſs me againſt Hordales, you 
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cond time recommend herſelf to God ſpeedily; and e- 


if all the marks of tenderneſs, of which 1 have been ſo 
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rather juſtify than. remove my ſuſpicions. You at- 


tempt to render me miſtruſtful of this relation, becauſe 


he knows your treachery. You would-weaken his e- 
vidence, but this artifice is in vain, and redoubles my 
inclination to puniſh you. My. dear huſband, cried 
Eſtephania weeping bitterly, be upon your guard againft 
your blind paſſion, whoſe diQtates if you follow, you 
will never forgive yourſelf, when you ſhall once be 
made ſenſible of the injuſtice you do me. For God's 
ſake calm your anger; at leaſt take time to clear up 
your ſuſpicions. It will only be acting juſtly towards 
a woman, who has nothing:wherewith to reproach her- 
ſelf. 52 „ | 


Any other but Don Anaſtaſio would have been af- 


fected by theſe words, and yet more by the affliction of 
the perſon who pronounced them; but the obdurate 
wretch, far from ſeeming to relent, bid the lady a ſe- 


ven raiſed his arm to ſtrike her. Stop, barbarian, cried 
ſhe. If your former love for me is entirely extinckz 


profuſe, are blotted: out of your remembrance: if my 
tears cannot prevent you from putting in execution 
your execrable deſign, at leaſt have regard for your own 
blood. Do not arm your furious hand againſt an in- 
nocent, who has not yet ſeen the light. You cannot 
be its executioner without offending: both heaven and 
earth, As for me, I forgive you my death, but doubt 
not that his will cry for juſtice for ſo horrible a crime. 

As reſolute as Don Anaſtaſio was, not to hearken to 
whatever Eftephania ſhould ſay, he could not help be- 
ing moved at the dreadfub ideas which theſe laſt words 


excited in his mind. Accordingly, as if he was afraid 

leſt this ſhock ſhould get the better of bis reſentment, 

he made haſte to take advantage of what fury remain- 
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1 THE ADVENTURES 


ed in him, and plunged his poinard i into his wife's left 
ſide. She immediately fell down, and he, imagining 
her dead, left his houſe, and fled i ing 
that moment. 


In the mean while this eee locks was 74 
ſtunned with the wound ſhe had received, that ſhe re · 


mained ſome minutes lifeleſs upon the ground. After 


which, recovering her ſpirits, ſhe made ſuch com- 


plaints and lamentations as drew an old woman, that 


ſerved her, to her aſſiſtance. This good old creature 


ſeeing her miſtreſs in ſo deplorable a condition, ſent 


forth ſuch cries, as ſoon awakened the other ſervants, 


and even the next neighbours. 'The chamber was ſoon 
full of company, They ſent for furgeons, who exa- 
mining the wound, had no ill opinion of it. They were 


not miſtaken in their conjectures. Eſtephania was e- 
ven ſpeedily cured, and delivered happily of a ſon three 


months after this adventure. And in me, Signior Gil 
Blas, you bebold that ſon; I am the fruits of that un- 
happy labour. | | 


Although flander ſeldom pays regard to a woman's 
character, it yet ſhewed a regard to my mother's; and 


this bloody ſcene was looked upon in the town but on- 
Iy as the tranſport of a jealous huſband. It is true my 


father was known to be of a violent temper, and apt 
eaſily to be enraged at any thing. Hordales judged 


very rightly, that his couſin ſuſpected him of having 
diſturbed Don Anaſtaſio's mind by his: falſities,” and 
ſatisfying himſelf with being at leaſt half revenged of 
her, he leſt off viſiting her. I ſhall.not enlarge. upon 


my education, left I tire your patience; I fhall only 


ſay, that my mother chiefly took care of my learning to 


fence well, and that I puſhed a long time in the moſt 
celebrated ſchools of Grenada and Seville. She impa- 


tien:ly waited till I was of age to meaſure my {word 
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with Din Huberto, that ſhe might inform me has, rea: 
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fon ſhe had to complain of him; and finding me at laſt 
in. my eighteenth year, ſhe intruſted me with it, not 
without ſhedding a flood of tears, and being ſenſibly. 
affected. What impreſſion cannot a mother make in 
this condition upon a ſan, who has courage and natu+ 


ral affection? I immediately went in ſearch of Horda» 


les, and carried him to a private place, where, aſter: LY 
pretty long combat, I ran him thrice! ae En * 
bim upon the ſpot. 

Don Huberto feeling himſelf mortally e Fn 
ed his dying eyes upon me, and confeſſed, that he hac 
received death at my hands as a juſt puniſhment for the 
offence he had committed againſt my mother's honours 
He owned, that he had reſolved to ruin her, to revenge: 
himſelf of her rigour. After this he breathed bis laſt; 
alking pardon of heaven, Don Anaſtaſio, Eftephaniayz 
and me. TI did not think it proper to return home, ky 

inform my mother of the iſſue. I left that to fa 

I croſſed the mountains, and went to Malaga, where 1 

went on board a privateer, who was going to eruize, 
I ſcemed to him not to want courage, and he contented 
willingly to' my Joining with the brave fenen be hoy : 
on board. 

We ſoon found an occaſion to 8 W £4 
We met, near the iſle of Albouran, a corſair of Melil- 
la; who was returning to the coaſt of Africa, with a 
Spaniſh veſſel, richly laden, which he had taken not far 
from Carthagena. We attacked the African briſkly, 
and made ourſelves maſters of his two ſhips, wherein 
were fourſcore Chriſtians, whom he was carrying flaves 
to Barbary, Then taking advantage of a. gale, that 
ſprung up, and was for the coaſts of Grenada, we were 
not long in arriving at Punta de Helena. 


* we inquired of the ſlaves we had delivered of 
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77 "THE ADVENTURES 
what place they were, I aſked the ſame e of A 


man of an excellent mien, and who ſeemed to be about 
fifty years old. He replied fighing, that he was of An- 


| tequera. His anſwer affected me, without knowing a- 


ny reaſon for it; and my emotion, which he perceiv- 


ed, cauſed a diſturbance in him, which I could not a- 


void obſerving. I am, fays I to him, your fellow eiti- 
zen. May I be ſo bold as to aſk the name of your fa- 
mily? Alas! replied he, you renew my grief, by de- 
firing me to ſatisfy your curioſity. It is eighteen years 


fince J quitted Antequera, where I ought only to be 


remembered with deteſtation. Perhaps you have your- 
ſelf only heard me too much talked of. I am called 
Don' Anaſtaho de Rada. Good Heaven! exclaimed I, 


may I believe what I h-ar? What, is it Don Anaſtaſio, 


is it my father who ſtands before me? What do you 
fay, young man? cried he in his turn, obſerving me 
with ſurpriſe, 1s it poſſible? can you be that unfortu- 
nate child with whom your mother was big, when 1 
facriſiced her to my fury? Ves, father, ſaid I, it was me 
that the virtuous Eſtephania brought into the world, a 
quarter of a year after that fatal night wherein you leſt 
her weltering 1 in her blood. 

Not waiting to hear any more, Don Anaſtaſio threw 
himſelf about my neck. He embraced me in his arms, 


and we did nothing but intermingle our fighs and tears 


for a quarter of an hour. Having giving ourſelves up 
to the tender emotions which ſuch an interview could 
not but excite in us, my father raiſed his eyes to hea- 
ven, to return thanks for the deliverance of Eſtephania; 
but the moment after, as if he had been afraid his thanks 


were unreaſonable, he enquired of me how his wite's 


innocence had been diſcovered. My Lord, ſaid I, no- 
body but yourſelf ever had the leaſt doubt of it. Your 


x 4p ouſle's s conduct has always been irreproachable. Know 
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then that you were diſabuſed: it was Don Huberto Who 


a 

t impoſed upon you. At the ſame time I told him of 
- | that relation's perfidiouſneſs, how I had been r vp 
= and what was his confeſhon to me at his death. 

a The joy of my father was greater-at hearing ſuck 
= news, than at having recovered his liberty. He began 
— again eagerly to embrace me, and was never tired of ex- 
- preſſing how well he was pleaſed with me. Come, my 


- ſon, ſaid he, let us immediately take the road to Ante- 
5 quera. I burn with impatience to throw myſelf at the 
e fect of a wife whom J have uſed ſo baſely. Since you 
- have let me know the wrong Fhave done her, «4 heart 
d bleeds with remorſe. 


* E longed too eagerly to bring again together two pers 
. ſens ſo dear to me, to defer the happy minute. I left 

u the privateer, and bought at Adra two mules, with the 

e money I received for my part of the prize, my father 

|» being no lor ger willing to expoſe himſelf to the dangers 

1 of the ſea. He had leifure enough upon the road to re- 

e late to me all his adventures, to which I liſtened with 

a the ſame eager attention which Telemachus gave to U- 

ſt | lyſſes when reciting his. In ſhort, after ſeveral days 
journey, we reached the bottom of the mountain next 

* to Antequera, where we halted. As we intended to 5 
5, get home as privately as poſſible, we did not enter the «..- 
rs city till midnight. Fo 

p I leave you to imagine my mother's amazement at 
d beholding a huſband whom ſhe thought loſt for ever; 

a- and the miraculous manner, if 1 may uſe that expreſ- 
15 fion, that he was reſtored to her, was another ſubject 
cs for her wonder. He begged her forgiveneſs for his 
W barbarity, with ſuch lively marks of repentance, thae 
o- ſhe could not reſiſt his intreaties. Inſtead of looking 
ur on him as an aſſaſſin, ſhe only regarded him as a man 
1 to whom heaven had ſubjected her. So much does a 


virtuous woman revere the name of huſband. 
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My mother had been ſo mach enabled for my e 
ty, that ſhe was charmed at my return. Nevertheleſs | 
her joy was not laſting; a ſiſter of Hordales took out te 
a criminal proceſs againſt her brother's murderer, and tl 
had me purſued every where. So that Eſtephania, fin- te 
ding I was not ſafe in our houſe, was very uneafy. p 
This obliged me to ſet out for court that very night, te 
whither I am come, Sir, to ſolicit my pardon, which I t. 
have not the leait fear of obtaining, ſince you are wil» 
ling to ſpeak in my behalf to the firſt miniſter, and make 
ule of all-your intereſt. 

Don Anaſtaſio's worthy fon baving thus recited his 
Gees, I faid to him with an air of importance, It is e- 
nough, Signior Don Roger, your caſe ſeems pardona- 
ble. I take upon me to give his Excellency an account 
of your affair, and dare venture to promiſe you his 
- proteQtion. The Grenadian upon, that paid me a vaſt 
number of compliments, which had only gone in at one 
ear and out at the other, if he had not affured me, that 
his acknowledgment ſhould immediately follow the 
ſervice 1 ſhould do. But as ſoon as he had touched 

upon that ſtring, I ſet about it in earneſt. I informed 

the Duke of the whole matter that very day, who hav- 

ing permitted me to preſent the cavalier to him, ſaid: 
Don Roger, I am appriſed of the affair that has brought | 
you to court; Santillane has told me all the eircum- 
ſtances. Be not uneaſy, you have done nothing but 
what is pardonable; his Majeſty loves, particularly, to 
forgive ſuch gentlemen as revenge their offended ho- | 
nour. You mult go to priſon for form; but be aſſu- 
red, that you ſhall ſtay but a very ſhort time there. 
Santillane is your good friend, and ſhall take care of 
the reſt. He ſhall haſten your enlargement. 

Don Roger made a low bow to the miniſter, upon 
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whoſe word he ſurrendered bimſelf priſoner.” His par- 


don was ſoon diſpatched” by my care, and in-leſs than 
ten days I ſent this new ſon of Ulyſſes to; rejoin; his fa» 
ther and mother; whereas if he had not had a protec- 
tor, perhaps he might have remained a twelvemonth in 
priſon. I had for this no more than an hundred piſ- 
toles; it was no great m1 but 1 ** not n 
trifles, like Calderona. | FF 


S? 1 
HAP. IX. „ 


How Gil Blas made an immenſe Pune] in a Hort Ti ime; 


| and what great Airs he gave himſelf. 


GREW fonder of the buſineſs after this a fair: . 

ten piſtoles which I gave to Scipio for brokerage, en- 
couraged him to go anew upon the ſcent. I have al- 
ready greatly commended his talent at it; one might 
juſtly have called him Scipio the Great. The ſecond 
chapman he brought me was a printer of books of chi- 
valry, who had enriched himſelf in defiance of good 
ſenſe. This printer had pirated another's copy, and 
his edition had been ſeized. For three hundred du- 
cats, I had his books reſtored again to him, and ſavec 
him a heavy fine. Although this did not belong to 
the firſt miniſter, his Excellency, at my deſire, was wil- 
ling to interpoſe his authority. After the printer, a 
merchant fell into my elutches, and upon the following 
account: A Portugueſe veſſel had been taken by a cor: 
ſair of Barbary, and was retaken by a privateer of Ca- 
diz. Two thirds of her lading belonged to # Liſbon 
merchant, who having often reclaimed it without the 
leaſt effeck, was come to the court of Spain, to find a 
Pro who had intereſt enough to "IO it reſtored, 
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1 ſtepped forth in his behalf, and he regained” his ef. 


feats, upon paying four hundred piſtoles, when 18 


made me a preſent for the protection. 


Methinks I bear a reader cry at this place, Courage, 
Santillane, put aay in your coach-box, you are in a fine 


road, puſh your fortune. Oh! be not in the leaſt a- 
fraid of that. If I am not miſtaken I ſee: my footman 


coming with a new cuſtomer, whom he has juſt hook» 
ed in. It is juſt as I thought, here he is. Let us hear 
what he ſays. . Sir, cries he, ſuffer me to preſent you 
this celebrated operator. He deſires a patent for ſel- 
ling his drugs for ten years through all the cities of 
Spain, excluſive of all others; that is to ſay, that all 
perſons of his profeſſion may be prohibited ſettling in 
the places where he reſides, and he will, as an acknow- 
ledgment, give two hundred piſtoles to the perſon that 
gets the patent diſpatched. I told the mountebank, 
protector like, Go your ways, friend, I will ſtand your 
friend. In effect, a few days after I ſent him back 
with a patent that gave him an excluſive power to de- 
ceive the people through all the kingdoms of Spain. 85 

Beſides my growing more covetqus, in proportion as 


I became richer, I had obtained theſe four favours ſo ea- 


fily of his Excellency, that I made not the leaſt heſita- 


tion to aſk a fifth. It was the government of the city 
of Vera, on the coaſt of Grenada, for a knight of Cala- 
trava, who offered me a 1000 piſtoles. The minif-. 


ter fell a laughing to ſee me ſo keen after the game. 
Good God, friend Gil Blas, ſaid he, after what rate 


you go on! You take great pleaſure in obliging your 


neighbours. Hearken, when you aſk only for trifles, 1 
ſhall not obſerve: you ſo narrowly; but when you want 


governments, or other conſiderable things, half the pro- 


fit, if you pleaſe, mult content you. You ſhall be ac- 


countable to me for the other. Tou cannot imaging 
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continued he, at what-expence I am forced to be, nor 
to how many ſhifts I am put to live agreeably to my ho- 
nourable poſt; for, notwithſtanding the difintereſtedneſs 
1 put on to the eyes of the world, I own to you I am 
not fool enough to confound my domeſtic era De- 
pend upon that. | 
This diſcourſe of the prime miniſter taking away 
all fear of importuning him, or rather encouraging me 
to make more frequent demands, rendered me yet more 
greedy of riches than I was before. I ſhould then wil- 
lingly have advertifed that all thoſe who wanted any 
favours at court, ſhould apply to me. I went one way, 
Scipio another, ſeeking only how to do any one a ſer- 
vice for his money. My knight of Calatrava had the 
government of Vera for his thouſand- piftoles, and 1 


ſoon obtained another at the ſame price for a knight 


of. St. Jago. The making of governors did not ſatis- 

fy me, I alſo beſtowed orders of knighthood, and con- 
verted ſome good yeomen into bad gentlemen, by ex- 
cellent coats of arms. I was alſo willing the elergy 


ſhould be ſenſible of my benefits, and conferred ſome 


ſmall benefices, made canons, and ſome other dignita- 
ries of the church. As to archbiſhoprics and biſhopries; 
Don Rodrigo de Calderona was the patron that be- 
ſtowed them. He alſo had the naming of magiltratesz 
commanderies,” royalties, By which I imagine, 
that the great places were as badly filled as the fmall 
ones. For the perſons & hom we choſe to fill the poſts, 
whereof we made ſuch a pretty-traffick, were not al- 
ways the moſt able men in the world, nor the-moſt re- 
gular. We were not ignorant that the ſneerers at 
Madrid made themſelves merry thereupon at our ex- 

pence; but we reſembled the miſers, who comfort 


themſelves for the ridicule of the e * looking 
at their gold. | | 
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Iſocrates makes a very juſt remark, when he calls in. 
temperance and folly the inſeparable companions. of 


riches. When I ſaw myſelf maſter of thirty thouſand. 


ducats, and in a way perhaps to get ten times as much, 


I.thought myſelf obliged. to make a figure ſuitable to | 


the confident of the firſt miniſter. I hired a whole 


houſe, which furniſhed genteelly. 1 bought the coach 


of an Eſcrivano, who had ſet it up out of oftentation, 
and who wanted to part with it by the advice of his 
baker. I hired a coachman, with three footmen, and, 
as it is but reaſonable to promote one's old domeſtics, 
I advanced Scipio to the threefold honour of being my 
valet de chambre, ſecretary, and ſteward, But what 
raiſed my pride to the greateſt pitch was, that the mi- 
niſter thought fit for my men to wear his livery. The 


little remainder of ſenſe I had left now fled. I was 


full as mad as the diſciples of Porcius Latro, who ha- 
ving, by drinking cummin, made themſelves as pale 
as their maſter, imagined themſelves as learned as he; 
I was within a little of imagining myſelf a relation, 
of the Duke of Lerma's, at leaſt I thought I ſhould paſs 
far ſuch, or for one of his baſtards, which made no 
ſmall addition to my pride. 

I alſo reſolved to keep an open table, nN my 
maſter's example, who kept open houſe. For which. 
purpoſe I ordered Scipio to provide me a good cook, 


and he found me one, who perhaps was not inferior. 


to that of Nomentatus of dainty memory. I filled my 
cellar with delicious wines, and having laid in my o- 
ther ſtores, I began to receive company. Every night 
J had ſome of the head-clerks of the miniſter's offices 


to ſup with me, who haughtily took upon them the 


quality of ſecretaries of ſtate. On the other hand, 
Scipio (for like maſter like man) had alſo his table in 


the buttery, where he made his acquaintance merry at 
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my expence. But beſides my loving this fellow, as 

he contributed to my getting money, he ſeemed en- 
titled to help me to ſpend it. Add to that, I viewed 
this waſte. with the eyes of a young man. I did not 
ſee the hurt it did me. The benefices and other em- 


ployments continued to bring griſt to my mill. 1 ſaw 


my treaſury increaſe. daily; I imagined, that for this 
time I had fixed a nail in fortune's wheel, - 

I now wanted nothing to compleat my vanity but 
to have Fabricio a witneſs of my ſplendid living. I did 
not doubt but he was returned from Andaluſia, and 
that I might have the pleaſure of ſurpriſing him, I ſent 
him an anonymous letter, wherein I informed him, 
that a nobleman of Sicily, who was his friend, expect 
ed him at ſupper. I appointed the day, the hour, 
and the place of rende vous, which was at my houſe. 
Nunez came, and was not a little aſtoniſhed: to find 
that I was the ſtrange nobleman who had invited him 
to ſupper, Yes, friend, ſaid I to him, This houſe be- 
longs to me, I have an equipage and good table, andy 
what is more, a ſtrong box. Is it poſſible, cried! he 
out briſkly, that you are again become rich? What 
pleaſure it gives me for having placed you with Count 
Galiano! | I faid he was a generous nobleman, and 
would ſoon make you eaſy in your circumſtances. Un- 
doubtedly, added he, you have followed the good coun» 
{el I gave you, not to look too ſharp after the ſteward. 
I congratulate you upon it. It is only by this conduct 
that the comptrollers pick up ſo much in great houſes. 

I let- Fabricio applaud himſelf as long as he pleaſed, 
for having recommended me to Count Galiano. AS 
ter which, to moderate his joy for having procured me 
ſo good a poſt, I told him the marks of gratitude where 
with that nobleman had repaid my ſervices. But per- 
ceiving that my poet, during this relation, fung a re- 
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eantation within himſelf, I ſaid, I forgive the Sicilian 


his ingratitude, Upon my ſoul I have more reaſon 
to congratulate myſelf than complain. If the Count, 
had not treated me badly, I had followed him into Si» 
cily, where J ſhould ſtill have ſerved him, in expeCta» 
tion of an uncertain. ſettlement: in a word, I ſhould 
not have been the Duke of Lerma's confident. 

_ Theſe laſt words ſo confounded Nunez, that he 
ſtood ſpeechleſs for ſome time. Then ſuddenly break- 
ing ſilence: May I believe my own ears? ſaid he. 
What, are you intruſted with the prime miniſter's ſe» 
erets? I ſhare his confidence, replied I, with Don 


Rodrigo de Calderona, and, according. to all appear- 


ances, I ſhall go a great way. Indeed, Signior de 
Santillane, rejoined he, I admire you. No employ» 
ment comes wrong to you. What talents! You have 
(to uſe an expreſſion of us poets), you have the Uni- 


ver ſal Tool, that is to ſay, you can diſcharge all ſorts 


of employments. As for the reſt, my Lord, continu» 
ed he, I am overjoyed at your Lordſhip's profperity. 
Hold, hold, faid I, interrupting him, Monfieur Nu- 


nez, have done with your my Eord, and your Lordſhip J 


let us baniſh thoſe terms, and live always familiarly 
together. You are in the right, replied he; I ought 


{ſtill to look: upon you with the ſame eye as formerly, 


though you are become rich. I will confeſs my weak- 
neſs; I was dazzled at hearing of your good fortune; 
but the miſt is vaniſhed, and now my friend Gil Blas 
appears before me. | 

Some clerks now coming in, interrupted our con- 


verſation: Gentlemen, ſaid I, preſenting. Nunez to 


them, you ſhall ſup with Signior Don Fabricio, who 
makes verſes worthy of King“ Numa, and writes. in 


Numa compoſed the obſcure yerſes which the Salian orieſts ng in 
their proceſſions. 


poi — — ny KE 
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proſe in a manner equal to himſelf alone. As ill luck 


would have it, I ſpoke to perſons who cared. fo little 


for poetry, that the poet ſuffered for it. They hardly 
deigned to caſt their eyes on him. He in vain repeat - 
ed ſeveral fine things to draw their attention, they had 
no taſte for them. This ſo much incenſed him, that 


he took a poetical licence, he got ſlily out of the com- 


pany, and diſappeared. Our clerks did not perceive 
his retiring, but ſat-down to table even without r | 
ing what was become of him. ; 
Next morning as I had juſt ended with are fing u me, | 
and was going out, the Aſturian poet appeared. I aſk 
your pardon, friend, ſaid he, if I diſobliged your clerks; 
but, to be ingenuous, I was ſo much out of my ele- 
ment, that I could not ſtay. What haughty wretchee, 
with their conceited ſtiff looks! I cannot imagine how 
you, who have ſo bright a genius, can ſuit yourſelf to 
ſuch dull company. To-night, continued he, I will 
introduce ſome to you of a better taſte. You will o- 
blige me therein, replied I, and I depend upen your 
judgment. You are in the right, rejoined he; I pro- 
miſe you ſome of the brighteſt and moſt diverting parts. 


I am going directly to a chocolate-houſe, where they 


will ſoon meet, I will beſpeak them, for fear they 
ſhould be engaged elſewhere; for every one ſtrives 
who ſhall have them at their houſes, they are wan a- 
greeable and diverting companions. 

Thus ſaying, he withdrew, and at night at Sat | 
time he came only accompanied with fix authors, whom 
he preſented to me one after another, making their 
reſpective encomiums. Take his word for it, theſe 
wits ſurpaſſed the moſt celebrated Grecian and Italian 
writers, and their works (as he ſaid) deſerved to be 
written in letters of gold. I received the gentlemen 
very politely, and even affected to overwhelm them 
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with civility, for theſe kind of people are a little vain 
and conceited. Although I had not ordered Scipio 
to provide a good ſupper, yet, as he knew what fort of 
people I was to treat, we wh a an addition to each 
gourfe.'! 7: . 

In ſhort, we fat down to table in i very as 1 
My poets began to praiſe and cry up themſel ves. One, 
with a haughty air, repeated the names of the great 
lords and women of quality who were raviſned with 
his muſe. Another blaming the choice that an aca- 
demy of learned men had juſt made of two members, 
faid very modeſtly, that they ſhould have choſen him. 
Phe diſcourſe of the others was not leſs preſuming. 
In the middle of ſupper they ſtunned me with their 
verſe and proſe. Every one round began to recite a 


on a comedy. A fourth being defirous 1n his turn to 
rehearſe an ode of Anacreon, tranflated into wretched 
Spaniſh verſe, was interrupted by one of his brethren, 
who tells him he has made uſe of an improper term, 
The author of the verſion will not agree to it. Thence 
ariſes a diſpute, wherein all the wits engage. They 
are divided in their opinions, the diſputants become 


lerable, but the furious madmen riſe from table, and 
fall to boxing. Tt was no eaſy matter for Fabricio, 
Scipio, my coachman, footmen, and myſelf to part 


if 1t had been from a tavern, without making me the 
leaſt excuſe for their bad behaviour. 

Nunez, upon whoſe word I had promiſed. myſelf to 
ſpend the evening very agreeably, knew not what to 
ſay at this adventure. Well, ſays I, friend, will you 
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ſpecimen of his writings. One repeats a ſonnet, anos 
ther a ſcene of a tragedy; a third reads a criticiſm up- 


_- enraged, they fall to invectives; as to that it was to- 


them; which as ſoon as we had done, they retired as 


|. again cry up your guelts? Faith, I am but little obli. 
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ged to you for your Gris geniuſes. | For my part, 1 
will keep to my clerks, ſpeak no more to me of authors. 
I ſhall not trouble you with the company of any more 


of them, replied he, as thoſe you have had are more 


reaſonable than wy of the others. | 


0. 0· 0 · o · h · o · O · 0 · O · O· 0 · O 
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Gil Blas: becomes * corrupted at Gotirt, What Com- 


miſſion the Count de Lemos intruſts him with; and 


how that Nobleman and he Ae wn in an 


Intrigue. * 


Lerma's favourite, vaſt numbers came to make 
their court to me. As ſoon as I aroſe, my anti- cham- 


ber was crouded with ſuppliants, to whom I gave au- 


dience at my levee. Theſe conſiſted of two ſorts. The 


one ſolicited my intereſt for them with the prime-mi- 


niſter, for which they were willing to gratify me; the 


others endeavoured to induce me by their ſupplications 


and prayers to obtain what they defired gratis. I gave 
the firſt a_ſavourable reception, and ſerved them gen- 


teelly. As for the ſecond, I either got rid of them im- 


mediately by evaſions and pretences, or amuſed them 
ſo Jong that I made them loſe their patience. Before 


1 became a courtier, I was naturally charitable; but | 


when one is once become one, there is no Jonger any 


regard paid to humanity, and I became as hard as a 


flint. Conſcquently as I was cured of my, ſenſibility 
for my friends, I put off all affection for them. The 
uſage I gave Joſeph Navarro, in a juncture which I 
am gcing to relate, will confirm it. 

I was greatly obliged to this Nav arro, and bY may 


VERY body knowing that 1 was the Duke of | 
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juſtly ſay, was the firſt cauſe of my fortune. He came 
to me one day, and expreſſing great friendſhip when; 
ever he ſaw me, he intreated me to aſk a certain em- 
ploymeat of the Duke de Lerma, telling me that the 
cavalier in whoſe behalf he ſpoke was a young gentle- 
man of. great worth and merit, but that he was in need 
of a poſt whereon to ſubſiſt. I have not the leaſt doubt, 
continued he, but as I know you to be obliging and 
good-humouxed, you will gladly do a ſervice to an ho- 
neſt gentleman who is not overflowing with money. I 
am ſure you will thank me for giving you an opportu- 
nity to exerciſe your generous temper. | This was tel- 
ling me plainly that this piece of ſervice was expeCted 
Although this was not at all to my re- 
liſh, I nevertheleſs ſeemed entirely diſpoſed to grant 
his requeſt. I am overjoyed, replied I to Navarro, 
that I am able to give you a proof how grateful I am 


for all you have done for me. It is enough that you 


make intereſt for-any one; that is ſufficient to deter- 
mine me to ſerve him. You may depend upon your 
friend's receiving the employment he deſires; 1 take 
the affair entirely upon myſelf. _ | 
Joſeph went away very well ſatisfied upon this aſſu- 
rance. Nevertheleſs the perſon he ſo much recommen- 
ded had not tbe place in queſtion. I obtained it for 
another for a thouſand ducats, which I put in my ſtrong 
box. I preferred this ſum to all the thanks my clerk 
of the kitchen would have given, me, and ſaid with a 
mortified air, when we met again, Ah, my dear Navar- 


ro, you were too late in ſpeaking to me, Calderona 
has prevented me, he has given the employment. you 


mentioned to another. 1 am uy. that I have no bet- 
ter news for you. 

My word was never in the leaſt miſtruſted, and we 
parted better friends than ever; but I fancy he ſoon dif- 


| covered the truth, for he. never came to me again. I 


upon me, 


8. 
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was glad of it; for, beſides his ſervices lying heavy 


IL thought that in the ſtation: wherein I n 
at court, ſtewards were not proper company for me.. 


The Count de Lemos has been forgotten a good w hile 3 
let us now return to him; I ſametimes waited on him. 


[ had carried him a. thouſand piſtoles, as 1 formerly: - 


mentioned, and 1 carried him a thouſand more by the 
Duke his uncle's order, out of money I had belonging 
to his Excelleney. 
pleaſed to have a long converſation with me, and told 
me that he had at laſt attained; his deſites, that he was 
the ſole favourite and confident of the Prince of Spain. 

Alter this he intruſted me with a very honourable com- 
miſſion, for which he had before prepared me. Friend 
Santillane, ſaid he, you muſt not now be idle. Uſe 


your utmoſt endeavours to find; out ſome young besu- 


ty worthy to entertain a gallant Prince. Tou have wit 
enough, I ſhall ſay no more; run, fly, hunt, and When 
you have made a fortunate diſcovery, come and inform ' 
me of it. I promiſed the Count to be indefatigable - 
in the diſcharge of this employment, which ought not 
to be very difficult, ſince it is undertaken by ſo many. 
I was perfectly unaccuſtomed to this ſort of office, 
but I did not doubt Scipio's being maſter of this alſo. 
Accordingly, when I came home, I called him apart, 
and ſaid, My boy, I have a ſecret of importance to im- 
part to you. Do you know, that, in the midſt of For» 
tune's favours, I find ſomething wanting? 1 have a 


pretty good gueſs what it is, ſaid he, interrupting me, 
not allowing me to. finiſh my diſcourfe. You would 
have a ſmart wench to amuſe and enliven you. I am 
very much ſurpriſed that you have not already had one 
in the prime of your years, when old grave fellows can- 
not be without one. I admire. your Penetration, re. 


vet! 


That day the Count de Lemos was 
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plied I, ſmiling. Ves, friendy/ir is a miſtreſs I nt, 


and you ſhall procure me one. But I muſt tell you, 
Lam very nice in this point. I aut have a handſome 
girl, who has no jilting tricks. - Your requeſt, repli- 
ect Scipio, is ſomething u common; nevertheleſs, thank 
Heaven, we are in a city, where there, are ſome of all 
kinds, and I hope 1 fhall ſoon find one to pleaſe you. 
In ſhort, three days afterwards he told me, I have 
diſeovered a treaſure. There is a nymph, called Cata- 


ling, of a good family, and an enchanting beauty, Who 
is governed by her aunt, in a little houſe where they 
hve very reputably upon their ſubſtance; which is not 


conſiderable: I am acquainted with their Abigail, and 


the has juſt told me, that their door, though not open 
to any one, may however give admittance to a gallant 
who is rich and generous, provided, for fear of ſcandal, 


he will only come thither at night; and without making 
any noiſe. Upon this information I deſcribed you as 
à eavalier who deſerves admiſſion any where, and have 


begged Mrs. Chambermaid to propoſe you to the two 
ladies: ſhe has promiſed me to do it, and bring me an 
anſwer to-morrow to a place appointed between both. 


That is very well, replied I; but Iam afraid the wench 
has impoſed upon'you. No, no, replied he, I am not 
a man to be ſo eafily duped; I have already enquired 


of the neighbours, and from their information, I con- 


clude that Signiora Catalina is a Danae, with whom 
you way play the e, at the price of a Wanne ſhows 
r. 


of good fortune, I catched at this; and as the maid 
came the next day to inform Scipio, that it ſhould be 
my own fault if I was not introducedto the ladies that 


very night, I went thither between eleven and twelve. 
The wench received me without any light, and led me 


% ** 
: *» * 


How much ſoever I was prejudiced againſt this kind | 
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ladies clegantly dreſſed, and ſitting upon ſattin cuſhions» 
No ſooner did I enter than they roſe, and ſaluted me 


with ſuch a noble air, that I thought I was in the com- 


pany of two-perſons of quality. Though the aunt, who 
was called Signiora Mencia, was ſtill beautiful, the did 
not attract my eyes. It is true, her niece drew all one's. 
attention, and yet, upon a ſtrict examinations one might 
have ſaid, that ſhe was not a nonpareille; but ſhe was 
poſſeſſed of ſo many charms, with ſuch an inviting pi- 
quant air, da it was en ar a man to N 
her defects. 

Lou may 1 Were the hes 1 den 
my ſenſes: I forgot that I was come thither to ſolicit 
ſor another, I ſpoke for myſelf, and entertained her with 
all the paſſion of a man deeply enamoured; and the 
little gypſey, whom I thought thrice as witty as ſhe re- 


ally was, (ſo agreeable ſhe ſeemed in my eyes,) com- 


pleted her conqueſt by her anſwers. I began to be 
no longer maſter of myſelf, when the aunt interrupted 
us, and thus ſaid, to moderate my tranſports: Signi- 
or de Santillane, I am going to explain myſelf freely. 


I have admitted you into my houſe upon the good cha- 
rafter Ehave had of you, without attempting to en- 


hance the value of this favour by a vaſt number of ce- 
temonies. But do not imagine you are ever the, near- 
er for that; I have hitherto brought up my niece in re- 


tirement, and you are, (as one may ſay) the firſt cava - 


lier who has ſeen her. If you think her worthy of be- 
ing your ſpouſe, I ſhall be very well pleaſed at her ha- 


ving that honour; conſider if you like her at chat „ 


you can have her at no other. 


nd into a — | 


* 
# — 


This ſpeech of her's preſently ane young Cvpid | 


packing, juſt as the urchin was going to let fly an ar- 


row at me. To ſpeak without metaphor, a marriage 
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£10 propoſed ſo bluntly awakened me. 
came a faithful agent to the Count de Lemos, and 
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1 immediately be · 


changing my tone, I thus anſwered Signiora Mencia. 
Madam, I like your freedom, and wilkimitate it. What - 
ever figure J make at count, I am not worthy of the 
incomparable Catalina; I have a more glorious offer 


in Kore for her, I deſign her for the Prince of Spain. 


It was enough to refuſe my niece, replied: the aunt cool · 
ly; that refuſal, to my thinking, was ſufficiently diſo- 
bliging; you needed not to have added to it by your 
unſeaſonable raillery. I do not rally, Madam, cried 


I. I ſpeak ſincerely: I have orders to find a perſon wor- 
thy of receiving the Prince of Spain. Ithave met her 
in your houſe, and ſhall accordingly report her to him. 


Theſe words did not a little ſurpriſe Signiora Men- 
cia: nevertheleſs, thinking ſhe. ought to appear upon 


the reſcrve, ſhe anſwered me thus. Were Ito believe 


you in earneſt, I would have you know that I am not 
a woman to be proud of the infamous honour of ſee: 
ing my niece miſtreſs to aprince. My virtue is ſhoc- 
ked at the thought. Tou are avery pretty creature, 
faid I, interrupting her, with your virtue! You talk 
like a fooliſh cit. What, do you banter, to look upon 
theſe things in a moral dight? It is robbing them of 
all their beauty. One muſt view them: with a favour- 
able eye; imagine that you behold the heir to the 
crown at the feet of the fortunate Catalina; repreſent 
him to yourſelt adoring her, and loading her with pre- 
ſents; and imagine, that perhaps ſhe may be the mo- 
ther of a hero who may 1 immortalize both his own name 


bes 
3 Though the aunt would 110 has i 97 
propoſal, ſhe pretended not to know upon what to re- 
ſolve; and Catalina, who would even then have been 


glad to have been ſure of the Prince of Spain, affect: 
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ed to be very indifferent; vbich made me begin afreth 


to lay ſiege to the fort, till, at length, the aunt find 


ing me diſcouraged, and ready to ferſake the town, 
beat a parleyß and we drew up enen convait- 


ingen following articles: 
Firſt, That if the Prince! of Spain ſhould! 8 


very much inflamed upon the report that ſhould be 
made him of Catalina, and ſhould reſolve to viſit her 
by night, I ſhould take care to acquaint the ladies with 


it, as alſo of the:time appointed for that purpoſe.” 


Secondly, That the Prinee ſhould not be introdit= 


ced thither but as an ordinary gallant, and attended 


by no other than me and his head miniſter of pleaſure. 
Having thus ſettled affairs, the aunt and niece were 
extremely kind to me, and even aſſumed a familiar air 


by which being encouraged, F ventured to embrace 
them, which was not very ill received; and as we were 
parting, they did it of themſelves with all the fond- 


neſs imaginable. It is ſurpriſing* to ſee how eabrly”/ 
your procurers, and the nymphs who want them, be» 


come acquainted. One would have ſworn, to ſee me 
retire in ſuch nn that]: a been more happy than 


I-really' was 

When I told che Count ty Canal I had ade rack 
x diſcovery as would pleaſe him, he was very much de- 
lighted. - I:gave: him ſuch/a character of Catalina, as 
made him very anxious to have an interview with herz 
upon which I carried him the next night, and he own- 
ed I had made an excellent choice. He told the ladies 
that he did not in the leaſt doubt but the Prince of 
Spain would be very well pleaſed: with the miſtrefs I 
had pitched upon, and that, on the other band, ſhe 
would have reaſon to be content with her lover: that 
the youny Prince was generous, and very good natured; 
in ſhort, he aſſured oy that in a few days he would 


73 
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bring bim juſt as oj defiredy that is to NO” TY 


any noiſe or ꝛetinue. Hereupon the nobleman/with- 
drew, and I went with him to his equipage, herein we 


both came, and which waited for us at the end of the 


ſtreet. After this he ſet me down at my houfe, com- 
manding me to inform his uncle the. next morning of 
this beginning of our adventure, and to beg him, in 
his name, to ſend him a thouſand ene to Long the 
finiſhing ſtroke to it. | | 
I went the next day to inform the Duke of: hon 
of all that had paſſed. I concealed but one thing, I 
took not the leaſt notice of Scipio; I pretended myſelf 


to be the diſcoverer of Catalina; for one aſſumes the 


honour of every thing to one's ſelf amongſt great men. 


Having told the miniſter this, he paid me a great 


many compliments. Mr. Gil Blas, fays he, with a ral- 


lying air, I am overjoyed, that with all your other ta- 


lents, you have alſo that of hunting out beauties who 
ate willing to oblige; when I want one, be pleaſed to 
allow me to beg your aſſiſtance. My Lord, anſwered 
I, in the ſame tone, I thank you for the preference; but 
fuffer me to tell you, that I ſhould make a fcruple of 
procuring your Excellency. theſe kinds of pleaſures. 
Signior Don Rodrigo. has fo long had that employ-. 
ment, that it would be an injuſtice to fupplant him. 
This anfwer made the Duke ſmile; then changing the 
diſcourſe, he aſked if his nephew did not want money 


for this expedition. Indeed he does, ſaid I, he begs 


you to ſend him a thouſand piſtoles. Well then, re- 
plied the miniſter, you have nothing to do but to car- 
ry them; tell him not to ſpare them, but to humour 
the Fine in all the n he pleaſes to debe 
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catalina receives Fe 7 ifit and ſeveral Preſents from 1 
| the Prince of Spain. | 3 : 


for long after I carried five hundred Piller 

to the Count de Lemos, who faid, you eu 
not have come more a- propos. 1 have ſpoken to the 
Prince, he has bit at the hook, and is very impatient 
to fee Catalina. He is refolved to ſteal out of his palace 
this very night to go thither. We have already taken 


our meaſures for that purpoſe. Acquaint the ladies with 


it, and carry them the money you have brought me; 
it is not amiſs to ſhew them that they are to receive no 
ordinary lover; befides, a Prince's favours ought al- 
ways to precede his gallantries. As you are to attend 
him with me, fail not to be to-night at his couches; _ 
befides, I think it proper to ufe your coach, let it wait 
for us at midnight near the palace. | 
I immediately waited upon the ladies but did not 
ſee Catalina, being told ſhe was gone to lie down. 1 
ſpoke only te Signiora Mencia. Madam, faid't, 1 hope 
you will excuſe my appearing at your houfe in the day, 
but I could not avoid it. I muft inform you, that the 
Prince of Spain intends to wait upon you to- -night; and 


| here, continued I, putting into her hands a bag where- 


in was the money, here is an offering which he ſends 
to the temple of Venus, to render the goddefs propiti- 
ous. You ſee T have not engaged you in an ll affair. 
I return you many thanks, replied ſhe, but tell me, Sig- 

nior de Santillane, is the Prince fond -of muſic? 0 
yes, rejoined I, to diſtraction; nothing charmö lin more 
8 4 


* 
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| than a fine voice, accompanied with a lute finely 93 
ed. So much the better, cried ſhe, very well pleaſed, 


you rejoice me in ſo ſaying, for my niece ſings like a 


nightingale, and touches a Jute to perfection. She e- 
ven dances exquiſitely. Heavens! cried I in my turn, 
theſe are a git at many accompliſhments, aunt! A wo- 


"man need not have ſo many to make 10 fortune; one 


"8 theſe talents is ſufficient for that. OG 

Having thus prepared matters, I waited the bour of 
the Prince s couchee; which being come, I gave my 
coachman his inſtructions, and rejoined the Count de 


Lemos, who informed me that the Prince would feign 


a flight indiſpoſition to get the ſooner rid of all com- 
pany, and that he would even go to bed, that they 
might really i imagine he was unwell; but that he would 
rife again in an hour, and would come by a private 
. down the back · ſtairs, that led into the court · yard. 
Thus being made acquainted with every thing that 


had been concerted. between them, he paſted me in a 


lace by which he aſſured me they muſt paſs. I wait · 

d ſo long, that I began to imagine our gallant had ta- 
ken another way, or had loſt the deſire of ſeeing Cata- 
W115 as if princes did not retain ſuch fancies till they 
had ſatisfied them. In a word, I thought they had for- 
gotten me, when I was accoſted by two men, whom 
finding to be thoſe I wanted, I conducted them to my 


coach, i into which they both got. As. for me, I fat by 


the coachman to ſerve, him for a guide, and made bim 
ſtop about fifty paces from the ladies. I gave my band 
to the Prince and his. companion, to help them down; 


4 


after which we walked to the deſired houſe, the door 
whereof opened at our approach, and was thut as ſoon - 


| as. we got in. 


We were at firſt in 2 the ſame darkneſs as x was he | 
ful time; though to make ſome diſtinction, they had 
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fiſtened a ſmall lamp to the wall, but it ee ſo aul a 


light, that we could only perceive it, without having 
any benefit from it. All this only ſerved. to render 
the adventure. more agreeable. to our hero, who was 
ſtruck to the heart at the ſight of the ladies, when they 
received him ina parlour illuminated with ſeveral tapers, 


which made amends for the darkneſs that reigned in 


the court yard. The aunt and the niece were in a gal- 
lant diſhabille, wherein was ſuch . a mixture of coquet- 


ry, as made it not ſafe to ſee them. Our Prince would + - 
not have been diſſatisfied with Si gniora Mencia, if there 


had been no other; · but the charms of the young Ca» 


talina carried the: day, as · they juſtly ought. 


Well, my. Prince, ſaid the Count de Lemos, could 
we have procuted you-the pleaſure of ſeeing two more 


beautiful perſons?: I am- charmed with them, replied - 


the Prince; and I ſhould be very ſure-not to carry my 
heart back again, ſince it could not eſcape the aunt, if 
the niece could poſſibly fail of the conqueſt. 
After a ſpeech ſo gracious for the: aunt, he paid 
a thouſand tender. compliments to Catalina, who made 


him very witty replies. As-ſuch honeſt fellows as act 


the part I did, are allowed to join in converſation with 


the lovers, provided it is to add fuel to the fire, I in- 
formed the gallant that his nymph ſung and played on 


the lute to perfection. He was charmed at bearing 
ſhe. had theſe talents, and begged that ſhe would. give 
him a ſpecimens. She yielded gracefully to his entrea- 


ties, and taking a lute ready tuned, played ſome ten- 
der airs, and ſung after ſuch a moving manner, that 
the Prince fell at: her feet quite. tranſported with love 


and pleaſure. But let us draw the curtain over this 


picture. I ſhall only add, that the heir to the crown . 
of Spain was plunged in ſuch a ſoft bewitching ecſta- 
'Ys that Hours ſeemed as moments, and we were obli- 
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ged to force him from this dangerous boiiſe/as day-light 
began to appear. The gentlemen-undertakers catried 
him guickly back to the palace, and left him in his apart 


ment, - They went afterwards to their own lodgings, 


not leſs pleaſed with having fitted hm with a jilt, than 
if they had concluded his marriage with a princeſs. 
As the Duke of Lerma deſired me to inform him of 


every thing, I next morning told him this adventure; 


and as I was finiſhing the recital, the Count de Lemos 
came in, and faid to us: The Prince of Spain is ſo 
much charmed with Catalina, and is ſo prepoffeſſed in 
her favour, that he propoſes to viſit her often, and keep 

to her. He would have ſent her two thouſand piſtoles 
worth of jewels, but he has not the money. He lately 


thus ſpoke to me: Dear Lemos, ſaid he, you muſt pro- 


cure me that ſum immediately. I am very ſenſible 
that I put you to an inconvenience, and drain you: ac- 
cordingly I eſteem myſelf not a little obliged to you, 
and if ever J am in a capacity to acknowledge, any o- 
ther way than by my affection, all that you have done 
for me, you ſhall have no cauſe to repent your having 
obliged me. My Prince, ſaid I, I have friends and 
credit, I will bring you what you want. 

He can eafily be fatisfied, faid the Duke to his ne- 
phew, Santillane ſhall bring you/the money; or, if you 
think proper, he ſhall himſelf buy the jewels, for he is 


a connoifſeur in thoſe affairs, eſpecially rubies. Is not 


this true, Gil Blas? added he, looking at me with a 
malicious ſmile. How cruel you are, my Lord! re- 
plied I. I ſee you want to make the Count merry at 
my expenſe. That was really the caſe. The nephew 


. aſked what myſtery was therein. Nothing, replied the 
miniſter laughing; only Santillane thought fit one day 
to change a diamond for a ruby, and this exchange pro- 


ved neither advantageous nor honourable to him. 
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If the al had ſtopped heres I ſhould have been 
very happy, but ri. 


he took the pains ro relate the trick 
which Camilla and Don Raphael had played me in a 
ready-furniſhed lodging, and to enlarge particularly up- 
on the moſt diſagreeable circumſtances. His Excellen- 
cy having diverted himſelf ſufficiently, ordered me to- 
attend the Count de Lemos, with whom I went to a 
jeweller's, where we choſe the precious: ones, which. 
we went to ſhew the Prince; after which they were in- 
truſted with me to preſent them to Catalina. This 
done, I went to my lodging to bring two thouſand: piſ- 
toles of the Duke's money to pay for the jewelss. 

It cannot in the leaſt: be doubted whether ot no 1 


vas received graciouſly the next night, when I produced 


the preſents of my embaſfy. conſiſting of a fine ring for 
the aunt, and a pair of pendants fot the nice. Theſe 
marks of the Prince's love and generoſity igreatly plea» 
ſing them, they began to talk like a couple of parrots, 
and to thank me for having procured them ſo good an 
acquaintance, They forgot themſelves in the excaſs of 
their joy, and dropped ſome words which made me 
ſuſpect that I had helped the heir of the crown to a 
cheat. Having left them, I went home to Scipio, de- 
ſigning to come to an eclaireiſſment, that I might be 
aſſured whether 1 * eee, _ NTT man 
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Gil Blas : 7s Krach perplexed when he diſcovers {RH Ca- 


ON my arrival at home; my cars were lee 

with a prodigious noiſe,” and when I aſked the 

reaſon of it, was told, that it was Scipio, who was en- 
tertaining half a dozen friends at ſupper, | "They: ſung 


as if they would rend their throats, and burſt into fuch ö 
loud fits of laughter, that I am well aſſured this was 


none of the banquets of the ſeven wiſe men. | 
As ſoon as the maſter of the feaſt knew of as 
"ey he ſaid to his company: Gentlemen, it is nothing, 
only my patron is come home. Let not that diſturb 
you, Be merry ſtill; I will but ſpeak two words to 
him, and return to you immediately. Thus ſaying, he 
came to me. What a noiſe is there? ſaid I, What 
ſort of people are you treating below? Are they 
poets ? No indeed, replied he, I ſhould be very ſorry 
to waſte your wine upon ſuch fellows. I make a bet - 
ter uſe of it. I have among my gueſts a wealthy young 
man, who. defires your / intereſt io get him an employ- 
ment, for which he will pay you. The entertainment 
is upon his account; every glaſs he drinks I encreaſe 


the preſent he is to make you ten piſtoles, and I will 


keep him to it till day. If that is the caſe, ſays I, re- 


turn again to your ne and do not ſpare my 
wine. 


Thinking it imprnper to mention any thing to him | 


then of Catalina, I waited till next morning, and when 
J a:ofe, I thus addrefled him: Friend Scipio, you know 
aſter what manner we live together; I rather uſe you 
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nke a companion than a ſervant; for · whicli reaſon you 


would be to blame if you. cheated* me as 'a maſter- 


therefore let us have no ſecrets between us: what Iam 


going to tell you will ſurpriſe you, and you on the 0» 


ther hand muſt give me your opinion of the two vo- 


men with whom you have brought me acquainted; 1 1 


have a great notion that they are two ſharpers, and theit 


affecting ſo much ſimplicity, ſtrengthens my ſuſpieion. : 


If I do them juſtice, the Prince of Spain has no-great 
reaſon to commend me, for I own it was for him I aſk» 
ed you for a miftreſs. I have carried him to Catalina, 


and he is very much taken with her. Sir, anſwered 
Scipio, you behave too well to me for me not to beſincere_ 
with you. I had yeſterday a private converſation with 

the waiting- women of our two ladies, who related to 
me their hiſtory, which feemed to me an 1 * 


give yon a faithful recital of it. 


Catalina, added he, is daughter to a little Anti. 


gentleman; being left at fifteen an orphan as: poor as 


ſhe is handſome, ſhe gave ear to an old commander, 


who took her to Toledo, where he died im ſix months, 


after having rather lived with her like a father than a 


huſband. She gathered together her inheritance, which 
conſiſted of ſome cloaths, and three hundred piſtoles in 
ready money; after which. ſhe entered into a league 
with Signiora Mencia, who was ſtill paſſable, though 
upon the decline. 'Theſe two fincere friends lived to- 


gether, and began to keep ſuch a houſe that the officers 


of juſtice would have taken cogniſance of it. Our two 


adventurers were not well pleaſed at this, therefore out 


of ſpite they quitted Toledo very abruptly, and came 
to ſettle at Madrid, where they have lived near two 
years without viſiting any lady in the neighbourhood. 


But the beſt of it is, they have hired two little houſes, ” 


divided only by a wall; one may go from one to the 
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_ other by a ſtair- caſe that has a communication mich both | 
in the cellars. Signiora Mencia lives in the one with 
a young chambermnis, and the commander's princeſs 
has the other with an old duenna whom ſhe calls her 
grandmother. So that our Arragonian is ſometimes a 


niece educated by her aunt, and ſometimes an orphan 


brought up under the wing of her grandmother. She 
aſſumes the name of Catalina, when ſhe acts the part 


of the niece; and when ſhe > g for the wen 
_ is called Sirena. 
Heating the name of Sirena, I W lde 


N had turned pale. What do I hear? ſaid I. Alas! I: 


am afraid this curſed Arragonianis Calderona's miſtreſs. 
Indeed the is, replied he, l thought you wauld. be glad at 


hearing this news. You do not think what you ſay, 


anſwered I, it is more likely to cauſe me trouble than 


joy: do not you ſee the conſequence? I do not, rejoin- 


ed Scipio. What misfortune can happen? Don Ro- 
drigo may probably never diſcover what paſſes; and if 
you are afraid he ſhould, you have nothing to do but 


to prepoſſeſs the miniſter againſt him. Acquaint him 
with the whole affair ſincerely; he will ſee your honeſß. 


ty; and if Calderona ſhould endeavour after that to 
do you ill offices with his Excellency, he will find that 


he only endeavours to ruin you out of a ſpirit - 85 


* 
This ſpeech of Gcipio bavidched all my fear. Fs fol- 
dani his counſel, and informed the Duke of Lerma of 


this fatai diſcovery. I even affected to put on a melan- 


choly air in giving him this account, to perſuade bim 
that I was very much mortified at having jnnocently 


* procured the miſtreſs of Don Rodrigo for the Prince; 


but the miniſter, far from pitying his favourite, only 
made a jeſt of it. After this, he bid me go on my way, 


and faid, that, after all, it was a glory for Calderon to 
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well treated as him. + F alſo related the caſe ta the 


Count de Lemos; who affured me of his protection, if 
the firſt ſecretary ſhould happen to diſcover the i n 
and attempt to ſtir up the Duke againſt me. 


Thinking by this management that 1 had nen | 


my bark from ſhipwreck, I no longer dreaded any thing; 


I again attended the Prince to Catalina, alias the beauti- 


ful Sirena's, who was artful enough in finding excuſes 


to keep Don Rodrigo at a diſtance, and rob him of 
thoſe nights ſhe thought n to wren in che ee 
„ | 2 | | * 1 
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Gil Blas till afts up to his former Character. What 


Impreſſion the News he hears of his Family makes 1 


bs him. |  Fabricio and he marvel. | 


* 5 


Y WO OI} as I before lends was crow 
ded with perſons who came to make me pro- 


poſals. But I would not receive them by word of 


"hs * | 


mouth; but following. the cuſtom of the court, or ra- 


ther to make myſelf appear a man of confequence, I 


I was ſo. uſed to this, that I ſaid the ſame to my land- 
lord, who came one day to tell me that I owed him a 


year's rent. As for my butcher and my baker, they 


faid to each petitioner, Give me a written memorial. 


ſpared me the pains, they were ſo exact in bringing in 


their bills monthly. Scipio (who mimicked me ſo well, 
that one might have ſaid that the copy was not inferior 
to the original) uſed perſons in the ſame manner who 
addrefſed themſelves to him, to defire them to TR; 
in their behalf. 


1 THE ADVENTUDE 8 


Ins alſo guilty. of another piece of pride, for which 
1 do not pretend to excuſe myſelf: I Was fool enough 
to ſpeak of :he greateſt novlemen, as if Ihad been their 
equals. For inftance, if I had ocrafior to mention the 
Duke d' Oſſuna; the Duke d' Alba, or the Duke de Me- 
dina Sidonia I faid without ceremony d' Alba, d Oſſu- 
na, and Medina Sidonia. In à word, I was become ſo 
haughty and ſo vain, that I had forgot my ſather and 
mother. Alas! poor duenna, and poor gentleman of” 
the horſe, I never made the leaſt enquiry in what man- 


ner you lived in Aſturia] I. never had the leaſt thougbt 


of you. The court has the virtue of the river Bethe, 
it makes us forget both our parents and friends wan 
they are not in a wealthy condition 


They were thus quite out of my mind, when a young 


fellow came to me one morning, who ſaid that he wan · 


ted to ſpeak to me one word in private. I took him 

into my cloſet, and without offering him a chair, be- 
cauſe he ſeemed. of common rank, I enquired what he 
wanted with me. 
you not remember my features? It was in vain for me 
to obſerve him attentively; I was obliged to tell him 
that he was quite unknown to me. Know then,. con- 
tinued he, that I am one of your countrymen, born e- 
ven at Oviedo, and ſon to Bertrand Muſcada the gro- 
cer, who lives at no great diſtance from your uncle the 
canon. F remember you very well, we have frequent 
ly played at Gallina Ciega * together. | 


I have but a confuſed idea, replied I, of my * 
diverſions; the cares that have ſince taken up my time 


have baniſhed them my memory. I am come to this 


city, ſaid he, to ſettle aecompts with my father's correſ- 


pondent; I heard you mentioned; and was inſormed 


* BlicJ-man's buff. 


Signior Gil Blas, ſaid he, what, do 
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that oy was wich ſettled = court, and already a8 rich 
as a Jew. I - congratulate you thereupon,” and ſhall 
greatly rejoice your xc ae at . A AY 
them ſuch agreeable news. en 

I could not avoid aſking 1 in ah ee "PE had 


left my parents and uncle; but I acquitted myſelf ſo 


coolly, that T gave the grocer no reaſon to admite the 
force of nature. He ſeemed ſhocked at the indiffe· 
rence which 1 ſhewed for perſons who ought to have 
been ſo dear to me; and as he was a mere ruſtic, T 
thought, ſaid he bluntly, you had more tenderneſi and 
affection for our relations. With what a cool air de 
you enquire after them? I muſt tell you, that your fa- 
ther and mother are ſtill in ſervice, and that the good 
canon Gil Perez is almoſt dead, being loaden with years 
and infirmities. One muſt have natural affection ; and 
ſince you are in a condition to do ſervice to your father 
and mother, I adviſe you as a friend to ſend them e. 
very year two: hundred piſtoles. This fupply, which 
will be but n to yous will. . * * _— 
and happy. 

Inſtead of being 8 at 8 deſcription! * Font 100 | 
my family, I was only offended, with the liberty he 
took to adviſe me without my deſiring it. Perhaps he 
might have perfuaded me wit 
only incepſed me by his freedom. He ſaw it by mx 
ſulica filence, and continuing his exhertations more 
out of malice than charity, E became impatient! Ot 
it is too much, replied I in a paſſiun : Go, Mr. Muſca- 
da, meddle only with your own: affaits. It is very fit 
for you to inſtruct me in my duty. I know better than 
you what: ought to be done on this occaſion... - Thusday»- 
ing, I thruſt the grocer out of my cloſet, and' ſent: bim. 
back to Oviedo to ſell almonds and raiſins. 

N what he had ſaid to me made an. dias 


more addreſs; but h 
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e upon my mind; and reproaching telt fie 
being an unnatural ſon, I began to relent. I recollees 
ted how careful they had heen of me and of my educa» 
tion in my infancy. I repreſented to myſelf how: much 


I was indebted: to my parents; and my reflections were 


attended with ſome grateful tranſports, which however 


ended in nothing. My ingratitude quickly ſtifled them, 


and they were ſucceeded by a profound oblivion. 
'There are not a few econ who have: A" that ber 


Oy in the ſame manner. 


My temper was reed . by che avarice 7 
ata bittbn which poſſeſſed me. I loft all my chearfuk- 
neſs. I became penſive and molancholyy i in a word, an. 
aſs. Fabricio ſeeing me entirely taken up with the 
care of ſacrificing all to fortune, and very much difin- 
gaged from the friendfhip J had for him, very ſeldom 
came near me. He could not forbear telling me fo. 
one day: In truth, Gil Blas, you are quite altered from 
what you was formerly, Your mind was always caſy 
before you came to court: now you are in a perpetual 
hurry. You form one project after another to enrich 


yourſelf, and the more money you get, the more you 


covet. Beſides this, fhall I telt it to you? you have no 
longer that open heart, that free behaviour wherein the 
charms of friendſhip conſiſt, but are reſerved, and hide 


from me the inward receſſes of your foul. I even ob- 


ſerve that your civilities are conſtrained.. In ſhort, this 
Gil Blas is quite a different perſon from * Gil n 
N was my acquaintance. 


Tou jeſt ſure, replied I, with a 0 air: 1 do not 


perceive any alteration in myſelf. It is not by your 
own eyes, ſaid he, that you muſt be judged; they have 


| - © miſt before them. Believe me, there is but too real 


a change. Speak to me ſincerely, friend, do we con- 
verſe: together as formerly? When J uſed to knock at 


= 


* 


* 


. 
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your door in a morning, you would come and open it 


yourſelf, frequently half aſleep, and I entered without 
ceremony. But what a. difference to-day? jou have 
footmen; and I muſt wait in the anti- chamber till my 
name is carried in, Beſides, in what manner do you 
receive me? With a frozen complaiſance, as if you was 
my lord. One would imagine that my viſits began to 
grow troubleſome; and do you think that ſuch a recep- 
tion can be agreeable to a man with whom you uſed 
formerly to be ſo familiar? No, Santillane, no. It is 
by no means ſuitable to my humour; farewell, let us 
part friends: let us rid ourſelves, the one of a cenſoar 
of his actions, and me other of an upſtart who forgets 
him Eo I. TY | 
Theſe reproaches rather We than moved me; 


and 1 ſuffered him to go without the leaſt attempt to de- 


tain him. In the condition I was then in, the friend - 
ſhip of a poet did not feem to me ſo valuable, as that F_ 
ſhould be forry for the loſs of it. I found the means 
to comfort myſelf in the converſation of ſome of his 
Majeſty's under-officerz, with whom a conformity of. 
temper had within a little while united me ſtrictly. 
Theſe new acquaintance were men who had ſprung from 
nothing, and whoſe lucky ſtars had advanced them to 
their poſts. * They all lived already at their eaſe, and 
theſe wretches afcribing the favours which the Ring | 
heaped on them only to their own merit, had forgot 


themſelves as much as I. We thought ourſelves/per-- 
| ſons of great conſequence. Thus, O Fortune}, are thy 


favours for the moſt part diſpenſed. The ſaying of E- 


pictetus, the Stoic, that you reſemble a young lady of 
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Scipio is defirous having Cil Blas enter into the Mar- 


riage State, for which Purpeſe he propoſes 70 him a 
celebrated wealthy Goldſmith's Daughter. What.Steps 


a they take in that Hair. | 


CREA F deal of e mae Capped: with 
ne one night, as uſual, which being, withdrawn, 
Tate my man what ow had deen buſy about n 


you, wy am n you dhe whey Aba ier of a gold: 
fmith with whom I-am acquainted. 


Have you loſt your ſenſes? exclaimed I;, can you pro- 


poſe a goldſmith's, or any citizen's daughter to me? 


* 


— 
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Methinks, when one has ſome merit, and is upon a cer- 


tain footing at court; one ought not to look ſo many 
Ah! Sir, anſwered Scipio, you view it in a wrong light. 


Remember that it is the man who ennobles a family, 


and be not more nice than a thouſand lords whom I 


know. Let me tell you, that the heireſs in qusſtion 


is worth achundred thouſand ducats; which is no bad 
piece of goldſmith's ware Hearing him mention ſuch 
a vaſt ſum, I became more tractable. I ſubmit, ſaid I to 
my ſecretary, the portion determines me. How long 
will it be before 1 ſhall receive it? Softly, Sir, replied 
he, a little patience. The affair muſt firſt be broken” 
to the father, whom I ſhall take care to diſpoſe to ap- 
prove of it. Very fine, cries I, burſting out a laugh · 
ing, is that to be done yet? Here is a marriage finely 
advanced. More than you think, rejoined he. 1 


deſire no more than one hour's converſation with the 


goldſmith, to gain his conſent. But before we proceed 
any further, pray let us come to a compoſition. Sup- 
poſe I: procure you a hundred thouſand ducats, what will 
you give me? Twenty thouſand, replied I. Heaven be 
praiſed, faid he, I reckoned upon no more than ten 
thouſand. : You are more generous by half than me. 
Come on, I will enter-upon this negotiation to-morrow, 

and you may aa Aan of fucceſs, or m_ * am a 
blockhead. 4 ee ad18 


Two days after, Scipio 55 ſaid to me: 1 1 * 


ken to Signior Gabriel Salero, for that was the name of 


my goldfmith. 1 have extolled your merit and intereſt 


ſo much, that he gaye car. to the propoſal I made of 


accepting you for his ſon-in-law. He will give. you 


his daughter with a hundred thouſand ducats,*provided + 


you make it plainly appear that you are in the miniſ- 
ter's favour. If it be ſo, ſaid I then to Scipio, it will 


not be long before I be married. But to the matter 


— 


* 


r HE AD EN URI 1 


in ETOP have you ſeen the daughter? is ſhe handlome? 
Not ſo agreeable as her portion, anſwered he.. 


my word for it, this rich heireſs is no 3 
Creature. By good fortune you do not value that. 
Indeed I do not, my lad, replied I. We courtiers mar- 


ry only for the ſake of marrying, As for beauty, we 
look for that in our neighbours wives; and if bs: 
chance our own ſhould happen to be handſome, we pay 


ſo little regard to them, nenn a 


they puniſh us for it. 

I muſt alſo inform you, added Scipio, Bignibs' Ga 
rr invites you to ſupper to-night, but ĩt is agreed be - 
forehand, that marriage is never to be mentioned. 
There are alſo to be ſeveral merchants his friends, where 
you will be only as a ſimple gueſt, and to-morrow. he 
will come and ſup with you after the ſame manner. 
By this you may perceive, that hewis a man who will 
ſtudy your temper before he proceeds any further. 


You muſt be a little upon your guard when in his pre- 
ſence. It does not ſignify, interrupted I with an air 
of confidence, let him examine me as much as he thinks 


464% I can loſe nothing, by this ſcrutiny. 


All theſe particulars were punctually executed. Y- 
was conducted to the goldſmith's, who received me as 
familiarly as if we had been old acquaintance. He was 

a good citizen, who was, as we ſay, polite even to be 


fatiguing. He preſented me to Signiora Eugenia his 
wife, and young Gabriela his daughter. I made them 


ſeveral compliments, without breaking the treaty. 1 


laid a vaſt number of fine oe the: uſual Pane 
of a courtier. 

Gabriela, no diſpraiſe to my ſecretary, did not ſem 
diſagreeable to me; whether it was becauſe ſhe was 
extraordinarily drefſed, or becauſe my eyes were daa · 


zled with her fortune. My intended father-in-law had 


8 
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2 pretty Tort of b6ufey I believe it contains more fil 
ver than the mines of Peru. Wherever one turned © 
one's: A this metal ſtruck one's ſight under different 
forms. All the rooms, and particularly that in which 
we were, was a treaſure. What a: glorious ſight was 
that for a ſon · in· law! Signior Gabriel, that he might . - 
do more honour to his entertainment, had provided five © 
or fix merchants, all tedious formal perfons. - Their 
whole diſcourfe was of trade; and one might have faid, - 
that their converſation was rather a conference of mer - 
chants, than 18 er 4 mn . to "ug 
per. 4 

1 W the goldfimith i in * turn ue Saen 
ing night. Not being able te dazzle him with my 
plate, I had recourſe to another illuſion. I invited ſuch 

of my friends to ſupper, as made the beſt figure at 
court, and whom I knew to be ſo ambitious; as to be 
unbounded in their deſires. Theſe gentlemen talked 
of nothing but their future grandeur, and of the great 
and ſplendid poſts to which they aſpired. This pro“ 
duced the deſired effect; the goldſmith, dazzled with 
their grand ideas, thought himſelf, notwithſtanding all 

I his riches, but a petty mortal in compariſon of "theſe 
8 gentry. As for my part, pretending to be moderate, 
s I faid that I ſhould content myſelf with a middling ſor · 

e | tune, as twenty thouſand ducats a-year. Whereupon 
8 theſe wretches, who were never to be ſatisfied with ho- 
n nour or riches, cried out, that I was to blame, and that 

I being, as I was, the favourite of the prime miniſter, I 1 
s ought not to confine myſelf to ſo little. My intended 
7 father-in-law loſt not one tittle of theſe words, and T 
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n imagined that I obſerved, as he was going ks that 
1s ne was very much pleaſed. | 2 
2 Scipio did not fail going in the morning to aſk 1 


d be liked W to which he * Lam . with 
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him; the young fellow has won my heart. 
tinued he, Mr. Scipio, I conjure you by our old a- 

quaintance, tell me ſincerely; we have all our failings 

as you are ſenſible, let me know that of the Signiot de 
Santillane. Is he a gameſter? Does be wench? What is 
his predominant vice? I beg you π0d inform ma of it. 
Signior Gabriel, replied the go- between, you affront 
me by aſking me this queſtion: I am more your friend 
than my maſter's; if he had any ill habit that might 
render your daughter's life miſerable, think you Iſhould 
have [propoſed him for your ſon - in law? No, faith! 1 
have too great a regard for you. 
I find no other fault in him but that of having none. 
He is too provident for a young man. 80 much the 
better, cried the goldſmith, that pleaſes me. Go, 
friend; you may let him know that he ſhould have my 
ne if he were not a favourite of the Prime mini- 
tet e +: | gt 
| Being e of all this Abet * Seiniay: 145 
mediately ran to Salero's to thank him for his favoura- 
ble opinion of me. He had declared already his will 
to his wife and daughter, who, by their reception gave 

me to underſtand, that they were obedient to his will. 
Upon this, I carried the Signior to the Duke de Ler- 
ma's, whom I had prepared the evening before; and I 
preſented him to his Excellency, who gave him a gra- 
cious welcome, and expreſſed a great deal of joy that 
he had choſen for his ſon- i · law a man whom he great · 
ly eſteemed, and whom he deſigned to advance. He 
after wards enlarged upon my good qualities, and, in 
ſhort, ſpoke ſo favourably of me, that honeſt Gabriel 
thought he had met in me the beſt match in Spain for 
his daughter. 
hardly refrain from weeping. He tenderly embraced 
me at oui parting, and ſaid to me, Son, I am ſo im- 


But, con- 


But, between us two, 


It gave him ſo much joy, that he could 
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patient to ſee you the ſpouſe of my Gabricla, that the 
ein . nnn . h 
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How 6 55 Blas OV OP" Din Alphonſo 92 Lo: Fe. 


| what Service he did him merely que of Vanity, 


vader: of: my hiſtory and adventures obliging 
me to leave the martiage for a little, Imuſt.re- 


late the ſervice I did my former maſter Don Alphon» 


ſo, I had entirely forgot that Par ht Tt e 
ted him upon the following occaſion. 


Hearing that the government of "BY oy: of Saleh. 
cia was vacant, I thought of Don Alphonſo de Leyva. 


I conſidered that this employment would ſuit him to a 
tittle, and reſolved to aſk it for him, more out of oſten- 


tation than friendſhip. I thought, that it would do me 
an infinite honour if L obtained it. Accordingly I ad- 
dreſſed myſelf to the Duke de Lerma, and told him, 
that having been ſteward to Don Cæſar de Leyva an 
his ſon, and having all the reaſon in the world to ſpeak 


in their favour, I made free to beg him to grant the 


government of Valencia either to the one or the other. 


The Duke anſwered me, With all my heart, Gil Blas, 
I am pleaſed to ſee you grateful and generous; beſides, 

you intercede in behalf of a family for whom I have 2 
great regard. The Leyva's are the King's good ſub- 


jects; they deſerve the place very well; you may dif- 
pole of it as you think Properz 1 give it you "og a ma- 


riage preſent. 


This ſucceſs giving me great pleaſure, I went im- 1 
mediately to Calderona, to draw up the pateut for Don 
Alphonſo: there 1 ſaw-ſeveral perſons * till Don 


. * | Up - | 
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Rodrigo ſhould pleaſe to give them! audience; I paſſed 
through the croud to the cloſet · door, which was open. 
ed on my appearing. There I found a vaſt number of 
knights, commanders, and other perſons of condition, 
to whom Calderona gave audience by turns. It was 
droll enough to behold the different manner he receiy- 
ed them. To one he would only give a little nod with 
his head; to another he would make a bow, and con- 
duct him to the cloſet door. He put (as one may ſay) 
mades of reſpect in the compliments he paid to every 
one. On the other hand, I perceived ſome cavaliers, 
who (being ill pleaſed with the little regard he ſhewed 
them) curſed in their hearts the neceſſity that obliged 
them to cringe to ſuch an upſtart. On the contrary, 
I ſaw others who laughed within themſelves at his fool- 
_ iſh inſolence. I made theſe: obſervations in vain; 1 
was not capable of drawing any advantage thence to 
myſelf; - I did the ſame at my. houſe, and cared not 
whether they approved or blamed my haughty beha - 
viour, provided it made me be reſpectet. ” 
Don Rodrigo having accidentally beheld me, left a 
gentleman who was talking to him very abruptly, and 
came to embrace me with ſuch demonſtrations of friend- 
ſhip as aſtoniſhed me. 
to what am I indebted for the pleaſure of ſeeing + you 
here? I told him my errand; whereupon he aſſured 
me in the molt obliging terms, that he would diſpatch 
i by the next day at the ſame hour. He carried his 
civility ſtill further; he conducted me to the door of 
hes anti-chamber, a compliment he only paid to great 
noble men, and there he again embraced me... 
Wherefore does he uſe me ſo reſpectfully? ſaid 1 to 
myſelf as I was going; what can it mean? is Caldero- 
na meditating my ruin? or has hea mind to.court my 
friendſhip? or Ges he * fair with ad with a view 


Ah, my dear brother, cried he, 


2b AAA =. 
of getting me to be his interceſſor with our patron, "= 


; 
g foreſeeing that his favour is upon the decline? I did not 
; know which of theſe conjectures to fix upon. When 
„ 1 called upon him the following day, he treated me af - 
* | ter the ſame manner, fatiguing me with his civilities 
and careſſes. It is true, he fell ſhort of it in his recep- 
; tion of others who addreſſed themſelves to him. He 
G ſpoke ſhort to one, was very cool to others, and ſent a> 
) way almoſt every one diſſatisfied. But they were all 
7 ſufficiently revenged by an adventure that happened, 
b which I muſt relate to you. It will be a caution to 
4 all clerks and ſecretaries that read it. | 
a A plain dreſſed man, who did not appear of this - 
„rank he was; came to Calderona, and ſpoke to him of 
by a. certain memorial, which he ſaid he had preſented to 
a the Duke de Lerma. Don Rodrigo did not ſo much 
” as look upon the gentleman, but bluntly enquired. of 
* him, What is your name, friend? In my infancy, re- 
” plied the cavalier very coolly, I was' called Francillo; [ 
: . I was ſince ſtiled Don Franciſco de Zuniga, and my 


44 title now is the Count de Pedroſa. Theſe words con- 
founded Calderona, who finding that he had to do with 
a man of the firſt quality, wanted to excuſe himſelf: 

My Lord, ſaid he to the Count, I beg pardon, if out 
4 of ignorance of your quality———1 want. none of thy 

x4 excuſes, cried Francillo, haughtily interrupting him, I 

* deſpiſe them as much as thy ill manners. Know that 

t * ſecretary to a prime miniſter ſhould receive every bo- 

; dy civilly. Be, if thou wilt, proud enough to look up- 


55 on thyſelf as thy maſter's nn but => femenaber” 

rg that thou art but his valet. 1 15 009 ; 

o. This accident greatly mortified the benzüty Don Ro- 

an drigo; nevertheleſs he became not a bit more humble. 

For my part, I took notice of that tebuke, and reſolved 4 


to be careful who 1 Hake to when'I ate dodience, as 
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alto; not to be inſolent but with mutes. Don Aa 

ſo's patent being drawn. up, I took it with me, and 
ſent it by a courier to that young nobleman, with a 
letter from the Duke de Lerma, wherein his Excellen- 
cy informed him, that the King had juſt appointed him 
governor of Valencia. I made not the leaſt mention 
of what ſhare I bad in obtaining it; I did not ſo much 
as write to him, reſerving to myſelf the pleaſure of tels 
ling it in perſon when he fhould come to ane to 1 


the oaths for his poſt. ; 191541 di 
$40403040401050h 008 
CHAP. III. 


Great Prevatutions are- widde for Gil Bla 5 Aer 
which are rendered W by an Tn ATE 
ture. 


E a; now return to ade goldfith's fair 
Feen to whom I was to be married in eight 


days; and preparations were made on both ſides for the 


wedding. Salero had rich cloaths made for the bride, 


and I hired a Waiting- woman, a footman, and an old 


_ gentleman-uſher, | Scipio made choice of all theſe, who 
was more impatient than J, for the day for Paying: 5 
the fortune. 


The night preceding this ſo-much wiſhed for day; 1 | 
ſupped at my intended father-in-law's, with uneles, 
' aunts, coulins, and a prodigious croud of relations. In 
ſhort, I acted the part of an hypocritical ſon - in law to 
the life. I was very complaiſant to the goldſmith and 
his wife. I counterfeited the paſſionate lover to Ga- 
briela, and courted the whole family; liſtening, with- 
out impatience, to their dull difcourſe, and-city-con- 
verſation. Accordingly, I was fo fortunate as to pleaſe 
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all the relati ons, 45 reward for my Patience; ſo that 


every one of them ſeemed to be well Pat. with wy 


4 COU I SEE 5 32 2 | M5 45-5 
alliance. a "wy 


After ſupper, the company were rtl inte i 
large hall, where they were entertained witk a vocal 


and inttrumegtal concert, which was tolerably perror- 


"Y though they had not choſen the beſt maſters in Ma- 


Our ears being agreeably raviſhed with ſeveral 
brightly airs, it ſo, enlivened us, that we began to 


dance, It may "eafilybe imagined after what manner 
we acquitted ourſelves, ſince I was taken for one of Ter- 
pſichore's ſcholars, I who had never made any greater 


proficiency. in this att, that what I had learned in two 


or three leſſons wbich I had been taught at the Mar- 


chioneſs de Chaves's, by a petty daneing · maſter who 
came to the pages. Having diverted ourſelves very 


well, it grew late, and we began to think of going 


home. I was profuſe of my bows and embraces. 


Dear fon · in- law, ſays Satero, taking me in his arms, I/ 


will bring you the portion to-morrow morning in good. 
fpecie. I ſhall be very glad to ſee you, replied I, dear 
father-in-law. * Then taking leave of the family, I went 
to my coach, which waited at 427 9 "ah difefted 


my courſe homewards. 


I had 'n6t got two hundred paces _ Signor is 
briel's, when my coach was ſurrounded and ſtopt by 


fifteen or twenty men, ſome on horſeback, fome on 


foot, who cried, Stand in the King's name. Thus fay- 
ing, they made me "alight roughly, and get into a ca- 
laſh, where one of them accompanied me, and ordered 
the. coachman to drive towards Segovia: This made me 
conjecture that it was an honeſt alguazil who” fat by 
me, and would have aſked the caufe of my imprifon- 


ment. But he anfwered me after the manner of thoſe 
gentlemen, that is to fay, Uke a brute, that he had no 
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buſineſs to tell me. I ſaid that probably he minke 
be. miſtaken. No, Signior de Santillane, you are the 


perſon I am ordered to carry where we are going. 


Having nothing to ſay to theſe words, I was filent the 
reſt of the night, whilſt we travelled along the Manca- 
narez. At Colmenar we got freſh horſes, and we 
reached Segovia about the evening, where the tower 
received a new gueſt within its walls. 
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In * Manner Gil Blas was amiſs in the Tower of 


Segovia, and how be came to know FO ms Ve 
be had been carried thi ther. : 


"WAS 8 put into a dungeon, with By" 
but ſtraw to lie upon, like one of the vileſt male- 
factors. I ſpent that night, not in giving myſelf up to 
deſpair, for I was not yet wholly ſenſible of my miſ- 
fortune, but in examining within; myſelf,, what could 
have cauſed my diſgrace. I verily believed that it was 
Calderona's.. handy-work; however, it was in vain to 
ſuſpect him of having diſcovered all; I could not ima- 
gine how he could induce the Duke of Lerma to be fo 
ſevere with me. Sometimes I thought my ſeizure was 
unknown to his Excellency ; at other times I fancied, 

that the Duke himſelf had done it for ſome reaſon of 
ſtate, as miniſters ee have x Jared their favou 
rites. 


tures, when day, breaking through a little grated win- 
dow, ſhewed me all the horrour of the place where I 
was immured. I,then became very much; afflicted, 
and my eyes were two fountains of tears, which "ay 


I was ſenkbly tortured with my different conjee- | 
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rendered ion is by the remembrance of my for- 
mer happineſs. Whilſt I was thus giving way to my 


grief, the goaler came into my dungeon with a loaf and 


a pitcher of water for my day's ſubſi ſtence. He looked 


upon me, and perceiving that my face was bathed in 


tears, as mach à goalec as: he was, he was affected. 
Priſoner, ſaid he, do not deſpair; you muſt not let the 
misfortunes of life caſt you down, you are yet young; 
you will ſee happier days; in the mean time ond the 


King! s allowance with a good courage 


Having made this ſpeech, my comforter left me; I 
anſwered only with fighs and complaints: and 1 
ſpent the whole day in bewailing my unkappy fate, 
without thinking of doing any credit to my proviſion, 
which, in the condition I was, ſeemed rather an effect 
of the King's wrath than of his goodneſs, NOTES it fer» 
ved to prolong the miſery of the wretched. Jer. 

Night nowapproaching, I heard:a-great noiſe: of keys. 


The deor of. my dungeon opened, and immediately a | 


man entered with a wax candle. Coming towards me; 
he ſaid: Signior Gil Blas, in me you behold one of 
your old friends; IL am that Don Andrea de Fordefil- 
las, who lived with you at Grenada, and was gentle» 
man to the archbiſhop, when you was favourite to that 
prelate, You begged him, if you. remember, to uſe 
his intereſt for me, and he procured-me the grant of an 
employment at Mexico; but inſtead of embarking for 
the Indies, I remained in the city. of Alicant, where 1 
married the keeper of the caſtle's daughter, and by a 
ſeries of adventures which I will relate to you preſent» 
ly, I am now. become govecnour of the tower of Sego- 
via. I have. expreſs orders not to let you ſpeak to any 
one, to allow you only bread and water for ſuſtenance, 
and to make you lie upon ſtraw.” But beſides my hav- 
ing humanity enough to be moved at your misfortunes, 
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you have been — act;-h# iy rniihhteING 
vails over my orders. Inſtead of being an inſtrument 
of the cruel uſage you ſuffer, I ſhall endeavour to miti-· 
gato the anne een ee 
me. 
Although the de very well deferved m chan 
my ſpirits were ſo confounded, that I could not make 
the leaſt reply. However, I went with him croſs a 


court yard, and up a very narrow ftair-caſe, into a little | 


/ 


room at the very top of the tower. I was greatly a- 
mazed, at my entrance into this chamber to behold 
two candles burning upon a table in braſs candleſticks, 


and: a cloth laid, with two very genteel plates, knives, 
forks, &c. Supper will be here immediately, ſays Tor- 


defillas; we will both eat a mouthful: 1 deſign this cor - 


ner for your lodging: you will be better here than in 


your dungeon. From your window you will have a 
proſpect of the flowry banks of the Erema, and the de- 


licious valley which extends itſelf from the feet of the 


two mountains that divide the two Caſtiles, as far as 
Coca. I know very well that you will at firſt take no 
notice of fuch a fine landſcape; but when the livelineſs 
of your grief has given way to a pleaſing melancholy, 
you will take a pleaſure in entertaining your eyes with 
ſuch agreeable objects. Beſides this, depend upon it, 


you ſhall neither want for linen, nor any thing neceſſary 


for a man who loves neatneſs; as alſo you ſhall have a 
good bed, eat well, and I will furniſh you with as ma- 


ny books as you have a mind for. In ſhort, 1 _ 


have all the delights that a priſon can afford. 


- Theſe obliging offers comforted me, and 1 debe 


courage enough to return my goaler a thouſand thanks. 


I told him that his generous'procedure reſtored me co 
life, and that I wiſhed T might ever again be in a con- 


dition to expreſs my . And why | 
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ſhould you not? replied he. Do you imagine that you 
will always be a priſoner? Tou are in the wrong and 2 
I dare aſſute you, that you; will come off for ſome . | 
months e , What ſay you, Signior Don 1x 
Andrea? eried 1;. I fancy you are acquainted with the 
cauſe of my misfortune- I own it, replied he, I am 
not ignorant thereof; the alguazil who brought you,. hi oF 
ther, intruſted me with ſeorets which date reveal to ou. 
Ile told me, that his Majeſty being acquainted that the | 
Count de Lemos and yourſelf bad one night carried the 
Prince of Spain to a ſuſpicious houſe, bad for your pur 
niſhment baniſhed the Count, and ſent you to the tower 
of Segovia, there to be treated with all the ſeverity 
which you have undergone ſince your coming hither, 
And how, ſaid I, could the King hear of this? That 
is the very circumſtance that I want to know... And 
that, replied-he, is what the alguazil Gs not tell on; — 
undoubtedly not knowing it himſelf. i Þ 
While we were thus diſcourſing, we were e inter- 
ted by ſeveral ſervants, Who * in the ſupper. 
They ſet upon the table a loaf, two glaſſes, as: manx 
bottles, and three large diſhes, in one of which was's ras | 
gout of a hare's entrails, with plenty of onion, oil, and . | 
ſaffron; in another an * olla podrida ; and in the third 
a Turkey powt upon ſome marmelade + of berenge» 
na. When Tordeſillas ſaw that they had brought all 
that we wanted, he ſent away his domeſtics, not being 
willing they ſhould hear our diſcourſe. ' He ſhut the 
door, and we both ſat down oppolite to each other. 
Let us begin, ſaid he, by what is molt urgent. Lou 
muſt needs have a good ſtomach, not having made a 
meal of any a p HUN theſe two —_— mY _ 
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Olla - a hodge-podge. | 
F SO a little powyion, alles the Apple of Love. 
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| ſpoken, he helped me plentifully. He thoug 

ſerving a wretch that was famiſhed, and 10 d 60 he had 
ſome reaſon to believe that I was going to eram myſelf 
with his ragouts. However, he was deceived 1 in his 


expectation; as hungry as I was, I could not get à bit 


down, my heart was ſo full of my preſent. condition. 


My goaler in vain incited me to drink, and praiſed the 


goodneſs of his wine, in order to drive out of my mind 


the melancholy ideas that always afflicted me; had he 


given me nectar, the drinking of it would not have 


pleaſed me in the leaſt. He perceived it, and taking 


another method, he began to relate the hiſtory of his 


marriage in a jocular ſtile. He ſucceeded yet worſe 
this way than the other. I liſtened to his account with 
ſo much diſtraction, that when he had done, I knew as 


little of it as I did before he began. He judged very 


rightly, that he undertook in vain. to divert my cha- 


grin| that night. Hereupon he roſe from table when 
ſupper was ended, and ſaid: Signior de Santillane, I 


am going to leave you to your repoſe, or rather to brood 


on your misfortunes. But I again tell you, it will not 
be of long continuance. The King is not naturally 
ſevere. When his paſſion is over, and he repreſents 
to himſelf the miſerable condition you now are in, he 
will think you have been puniſhed enough. At theſe 
words, the keeper went down, and ſent up his ſervants 


to uncover the table. They left nothing, not even the 
candles, and I had no other light to go to og . 


than that of a lamp that hung againſt the wall. 8 
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'T was nen tu house ho wy comforter leſt me be- 
fore I could compoſe myſelf to ſlecp, reflecting up- 
* he had told me. I am now in this condition, 
ſaid I, for having been acceſſory to the pleaſures of the 


heir of the crown: But how imprudent was it to do 


ſuch a ſervice to ſo young a Prince! For it is his being 


fo very young that was all my crime; if he was more 


advanced in years, the King perhaps would only have 
laughed at what has now ſo greatly vexed him. But 
who could inform the King of it, without apprehen- 

ding the reſentment of the Prince, or Duke of Lerma? 


That miniſter will undoubtedly revenge his nephew's. 


diſgrace; ' How has-the Sy nnn it? That is 
what I cannot eompre hend hah ants 

This thought always ak to me. However, the 
idea that afflicted me moſt, that rendered me quite deſ- 
perate, and which I could never baniſh out of my mind, 


was the plunder: to which Lirightly judged that all my 
effects were given up O my ſtrong box, ctied I, 

dear money, what is become of you? into what * 
are you fallen? Alas! T have Joſt vou in leſs tiqte than 


n 


T got you! 1 in my imagination a lively picture 


of the diſorder that reigned in my houſe, and I made 
thereupon ſeveral refleftions, one more melanchely than 
another. The confuſion of ſo many different thoughts 
threw me into a heavineſs that proved favourable to 
me; fleep, which had fled my eyes the night before, 
came and locked up my * to which the 222 
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of the bed, the fatigues I had ſuffered, and te fumes 


of the meat and wine, all contributed. 1 ſlept Buhd⸗ 


Iy, and according to all appearance ſhould have conti- 


nued in that ſtate till day, if Thad not been awakened by a 


noiſe not often heard in a priſon, It was the ſound of 


a guitar accompanied with a man's voice. I was all 
ears, but could hear no more, ſo that I thought it was 
a dream. But not long afterwards, 1 heard the ſound 
of the Hure inſtrument and as whick ſung theſe four 


n verſes. * . A 1 4 2 C: 7 fg x 35 
: Or . 1 N * N As 
þ 4 : 3 BY 4 5 £4 9 704 8 i * & $1 
Ay de mi! 7 ( 
'y de mi! un ano felice e 
® „ A % I 8 * 1 Fx” 
Parere un ſoplo liger 55 Nn gaaS: 


Pero fin dic ha un 3 5 5 $38 
Es un sl de tormento. 0 ' NE: os 


86 propos was this conplet to my preſent. EN x | 
Ie ſeemed to have been made on. purpoſe to renew. my 


troubles. I am but too ſenſible, ſaid I, of the truth of 


theſe words. Methinks the time of my proſperity is 


vaniſhed very quickly, but I have already been an age 
In confinement. - I plunged myſelf avew in a diſmal 
Teverie, and began again to give myſelf up to deſpair, 


as if I bad taken pleaſure therein; Nevertheleſs my 
complaints ended with the night; and the firſt ray of 


Light with which the ſun enlightened my chamber, mi- 


tigated a little my uneaſineſs. I got up to open my 


window, and air my room. I took a viewof the coun- 


try, which I remembered that the keeper had elegantly 
deſcribed to me; but I could not find any thing to juſ- 


tify his account of it. The Erema, which I thought at 


Jeaſt riwalled the Tagus, ſeemed to be but a brook. 
| 0 word 9 & borders: were ſet off with nothing but nettles 


Ales! a year 1 paſſes hike the feting wind; but « moment 
when one is miſerable ſcems an 1 od * Rr 


flak, "tu os WH nd of owes an 
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g and a and the pretended delicious vale only ſa- 

s luted my eyes with a view of fields, the greateſt part 
- whereof were uncultivated. Undoubtedly I had not 

a yet attained to the pieaſing melancholy, which was to 

f nuke mad; fee things [ 

1 time. 

8 1 begin 10 put on my clanks, * was aleendy half 
5 drefled, when Tordeſillas entered my room, attended 

x by an old ſervant maid, who brought me ſhirts. and 


towels. Signior Gil Blas, ſaid he, here is linen, which 
I beg you would not ſparez I will take care you ſhall 
never want. Well, added he, how have you paſſed 
the night? Did ſleep ſuſpend your troubles for ſome 
minutes? I ſhould perbaps ſtill have been Deeping, an- | 
ſwered I, if I had not been awakened by a voice in con- 
cert with a guitar. The cavalier who diſturbed your 
5 repoſe, replied he, is a ſtate ptiſoner, whoſe chamber is 
J next to yours. He is a knight of the military order 
f of Calatrava, and is made to charm one: he is called 
8 Don Gaſton de Cogollos. Tou may both viſit each o- 
K ther, and ſup together: you will find a mutual com- 
[ fort in your Weed and will very 1 . ; 
each other. 
4 
f 


I told Don a that 1 ſhould e this 
favour he did me, in ſuffering me to unite my afflie- 


* tions with the cavalier's; and as I ſeemed impatient to 

4 know this companion in misfortunes, our obliging keep- 

; er procured me that pleaſure that very day. I dined 

. * Don Gaſton, whoſe and mien aſtoniſhed 

F me. Judge what he muſt be, to make fo. feng un 

5 ine upon the eyes of one who was accuſtomed 
" to ſee the handſomeſt young gentlemen about court, 
Form to yourſelf an idea of a man made for conqueſts; _ 


one of thoſe heroes in romances, whoſe appearance a- 
lone gave pain to . and broke their reſt. Be- 
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dued Cogollos with a great deal W—_ and mami 
5 x word, he was a perfect eavalieer. 
If I was delighted with this ene F had on the 
Aber hand the goed fortune not to prove diſagreeable 
to him. He would not ſing any more in the night 


ſay to beg him not to conſtrain himſelf for me. A 
friendſhip is ſoon contracted between two perſons o- 
qually in diſtreſs. Our firſt acquaintance was ſoon fol- 
lowed by a tender value for each other, which was dat- 
| together when we thought proper, was of no ſmall ſer- 
vice to us, finee by our converſation we reciptocally 
comforted each other, and refolved to * enen to 
Going into his chamber one e as he was 
jeint-ſtool, which was all the ſeat he had, that I might 
upon the foot of his bed, played a very tender tune, to 
to which love is reduced by the cruelty of his miſtreſs. 
nior Cavalier, you will never be obliged to make ſuch 


verſes in your amours: you were not made to find the 


ten a beart which I thought adamant; and move a la- 
dy to relent, who treated me with the utmoſt ſeverity. 


des, nature, who generally mingles her gifts, had's en- : 


for fear of diſturbing me, notwithſtanding all I could 


Ty heightened. The liberty that was given us to talk 


our unhappy fate. | « tw 110. 
beginning to play upon the guitar, I fat down upon a 
Hear him mere commediouſly; and he placing himſelf 
which he added: a ſong, proper to expreſs the deſpair 
Having finiſhed both theſe, I ſaid to him ſmiling: Sig- 


ladies cruel. You judge too favourably of me, replied 
be; F compoſed the lines you have juſt heard, to ſof- 


I will relate the ſtory to you; for in it you will alſo find 
the reaſon of my being in this preſent hapleſs ſtate. 
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» EING ſole kate to Donna Elo * Landen 
one of the richeſt dowagers i in Old Caſtile, about 


four years ſince I ſet out from Madrid to Coria, to vi- 


fit her. I had hardly got thither before my peace was 
diſturbed by love. I lodged in an apartment whoſe 
windows were oppoſite to the lattices of a lady, Who 


lived on the other fide of the ſtreet, and whom I could 


eaſily ſee, her grates were ſo open, and we were atno great 


diſtance from each other. I did not neglect this op- 
portunity, and I found my. neighbour ſo beautiful, that 


I was immediately charmed with her. I informed her 
of it by ſuch lively glances, that ſhe could. not but 
perceive them. Accordingly ſhe underſtood them yes 
ry well; but ſhe was not a woman to value herſelf up» 
on ſuch a ee n leſs; to * * to 
my grimaces. 

Enquiring what chis Nano * one was 1 
who could make ſo ſudden an impreſſion upon the heart, 
I found her name was Donna Helena; that ſhe was the 
only daughter of Don George de Galiſteo,,/who was 
lord of a conſiderable manor, at no-great diſtance from 


Coria: that ſhe had often matches propoſed for her, but 


that the father rejected all, intending to give her to his 


nephew Don Auguſtine de Olighera, who was allowed 
daily to ſee and converſe: with his couſin till the mar- 
riage ſhould be concluded. This did not at all dif> 
courage me; on the contrary, I became the more ena- 


moured; and the vain pleaſure of ſupplanting a bappy 
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rival, 2 incited me more than "n love, and en- 
the moſt ee looks at tp "Kalewny I likewiſe 
courted her womar Felicia by my eyes, as to beg her 
aſſiſtance; I;even. talked with my fingers; but theſe 
pieces of gallantry had no effect; I got no more good 
from the maid than the en _ were both "Om? 
v eruel and inacceſſible. | * 

As they would not under the 3 of — eyes, 
1 had recourſe to other interpreters. I ſent ſpies 
to find out what acquaintance Felicia had i in the town, 
They diſcovered, that her beſt friend was an old woman 
called Theodora, and that they frequently viſited each 


other; | Pleaſed with this information, I myſelf waited | 


upon Theodora, and engaged her to ſerve me by my 
_ preſents. She efpouſed my cauſe, promiſed to pro» 
eure me a ſecret interview with her friend at ber houſe, 


__ brought it about the day following. 


I am now rejoiced, fays I to Felicia, ſince my pains 
mee moved your pity. How much am I obliged to 
your friend, for having diſpoſed you to grant me the ſa · 
tis faction of your converſation! My Lord, anſwered ſhe, 
Theodora has an abſolute power over me. She bas 
won me over to your intereſt; -and if F could procure 
your happineſs, you would in a ſhort time arrive at the 
height of all your "wiſhes; but, with all my good will, 


Ido not know if I can be of any ſervice to you. I muſt 


not flatter you; never did you undertake a more diffi- 
cult enterpriſe. Tou are greatly taken with a lady, 
who is prepoſſeſſed in favour of another .cavalier; and 
what ſort of a lady? One of ſo proud and deceitful a 
temper, that if ever, by your conſtancy and addrefles, 
you ſhould happen to force a ſigh from her, do not i- 
magine her pride will ever ſuffer you to have the plea- 
- fare of hearing it. Alas! dear Felicia, exclaimed I in 
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a Aa We, why do you inform me of alt the 
obſtacles I have to ſurmount? This account ſtabs me t 
the heart; rather deceive me than make me deſpair. 
Thus ſaying, I took one of her hands, and preſſing it 
between mine, I put a diamond worth three hundred 
piſtoles upon her finger, ſaying to her at the e 
ſuch moving things, that I made her weeß. 
My diſeourſe had too great an effect vpon a — 
me was too well ſatisfied with my behaviour, to leave 


me without comfort. Hereupon ſhe removed the dif- 


ficulties a little: My Lord, ſays ſhe, what 1 have told 
you, ought not to deprive you entirely of hope. Your 
rival, it is true, is not hated; he has full liberty to vi- 
fit his couſin; he can ſpeak to her when he thinks pro- 
per; and this is what is favourable to you. Their be- 
ing accuſtomed to ſet each other every day has render-- 
ed their converſation ſomething inſipid- They feem- 
to me to leave each other without the leaſt emotion, 
and to reviſit without pleaſure. One would ſwent theß 
were already man and wife. In ſhort, I do not per- 
ceive that my - miſtreſs has a paſſion for Don Au- 
guſtine. Beſides, as to perſonalaccompliſkments; there 
is ſuch a difference between you and him, as cannot: 
fail being obſerved to your advantage, by a young la- 
dy ſo nice as Donna Helena. Therefore do not de- 
pair, continue your gallantry, I wilt affiſt you. Till 
ſeize every opportunity of improving to your advantage 
all you do to pleaſe my miſtreſs. It will be in van 


for her to conceal ber thoughts, 1 wil diſcoverher ſen». | | 


timents, notwithſtanding all her difimulation. © 5 
Thus ſaying, Felicia and I parted, very well ſatidfies 
with each other; and I began to ogle Don George's 
daughter afreſh. I likewiſe entertained ber with a ſe» 
renade, wherein the verſes you juſt heard were ſung = 
' a fine voice. 2 concerts the . 
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biz! miſtreſs, aſked if ſhe liked! it. The voice; faid 
Donna Helena, was very agreeable; And are not the 
words that were ſung very moving? replied the maid. 
I paid not the leaſt attention to them, anſwered: the la- 
dy; Lonly liſtened to the tune. I even do not want 


** 


to know who gave me this ſerenade- If. that be the 


caſe, cried her woman, poos Don Gaſton de Cogollos is 
| mightily deceived, and very fooliſh/in ſpending bis time- 
in looking at our lattices. Perhaps, ſays the miſtreſs 
with a cool air, it is ſome other cavalier, who has juſt 
declared his paſſion to me in this concert. No, no, 


madam, replied Felicia, it 18: Don Gaſton bimſeallz by 


the ſame token that he met me this morning in the 
ſtreet, and begged me to inform you in his name, that 
he adores you, notwithſtanding the cruelty wherewith 
you return his love; and, in ſhort, that he ſhould think 
himſelf the happieſt of mankind, if you would ſuffer 
him to make known his paſſion by his courtſhip, and 
_ gallant entertainments. This diſcourſe, added ſhe, is 
a ſufficient: proof that I am right in my conjeCtures.. 


Helena immediately changed countenance, and look- 


ing ſternly at her woman, You might very well, ſaid 
the, have let alone entertaining me with this fooliſh 
nonſenſe. - I defire you to trouble me no more with 
fuch eee and if ever that raſh young fellow 


ſhould have the preſumption to ſpeak to you & 


gain, tell him to addreſs himſelf to a perſon who. ſets 
a greater value uporr his gallantry. than I; and chuſe . 
leſs impudent amuſement than to be all-day at his win: 


dow, obſerving what ham buſy. with in my apartment. 


Felicia told me all this verbatim at the next inter- 
view I had with her. She informed me that Lought not to 
take her miſtreſs's word literally, and would have per- 


fuaded: me that things were the beſt in the world. For 


my part, I could diſcover no myſtery therein, and did 


e 
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not + think bf the text could be EIT in wy favour: Eo 
I was: very diffident of the comments ſhe made Haw: 
upon. She; laughed, at my diſtruſt, and deſiring her 
friend. to give her paper, pen, and ink, ſaid, Signior . 
Cavalier, write immediately to Donna Helena Hike 
lover in deſpair. Draw her a lively picture of your 
ſufferings, and particularly complain of her prohibiting 
your appearing at your windows. Promiſe to obey her, 
but let her alſo know that it will, occaſion, your death, 
Give this a handſome turn, as you cavaliers know. very 
well how, and L will be anſwerable for the reſt. I hope 
the ſucceſs will do me more honour than you are wile 
hog ta allow to my penetration 11 2199 

1 ſhould have been the firſt lover, hat ever e. fo 
fair an opportunity of writing to his miſtreſs, and. yes 
took not the advantage of it. I wrote. a; molt pathe- 
tic letter, and ſhewed it before I folded it up to Feli: 
cia, who, having read it, ſaid, with a ſmile, that if the 
women knew how to charm the men, the men, to make 
amends, were not ignorant of the art of wheedling the 
women. This ſaid, ſhe took my billet-doux: after 
which, having told me to be ſure to keep my-windows 
ſhut for ſome days, the Fermrned.: homs,, to "gh milr 
tre 

Madam, id the to Divan 8 1 2 met Dan | 
Gaſton. . He did not fail accoſting me, and would have 
held his ſeducing diſcourſe with me. He aſked. me 
with a trembling voice, like a criminal, who expects 
n: his ſentence, if I had ſpoken to you in his. behalf, 
Then I being baſty, and willing to execute your orders 
- faithfully, interrupted him abruptly... I railed at him 
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to bitterly, reproached him, and left him in the ſtreet quite- | 
fe ſurpriſed at my impudence. I am overjoyed, anſwer-— 
or ed Donna Helena, that you have freed me from his 


d imp But you Howe pk vous ſpoken . 


, „ 
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Madam, anſwered the” maid; one cannot get rid of a 


paſſionate lover with words ſpoken in a ſoft tone. One 


Cannot even compaſs'it by flying into a rage and paſſion | 


For inftance, this'did not in Ae Kan diſcdurage T 
Gaſton; having, as'T faid, ſtunnethim with abufes, 1 
went to your relation, where you ſent me. 'That lady: 
unfortunately detaĩned me too long. I fay too long, 
becauſe at my return I met my gentleman 2 — 25 


did not expect ſuch a rencounter; the fight of bim 


confounded me, and that to ſuch à degree, that my 
tongue; which never fails me upon occaſion, was now 
quite ſpeechleſs. During this what did he? He flipt 
x paper into my hand, which 1 kept wirhout ben 
"Gat I did, and immediately diſappeared. 
© Thus faying, ſhe drew my letter out of her bofom;; 
and gave it as if in jeſt to her miſtreſs; who having 
taken it as it were to divert herſelf, read it in 


earneſt, and ſcemed afterwards very referred. I greats | 


ly blame you, Felicia, ſaid: ſhe ſeriouſly, for receiving 
this note. What will Don Gaſton think of it; and 
what ought 1 to think myſelf? Four acting i in this 
manner makes me miſtruſt your fidelity, and gives him 


reaſon to ſuſpect my being touched with his paſſion. 


Alas! perhaps he thinks at chis inſtant, that T read his 
letter over and over with pleaſure! Sec to what a dif- 
grace you expoſe a woman of my ſpirit. Oh, no, Ma- 
dam, replied the maid, he cannot have ſuch a W 
or ſuppoſe he had, he ſhould not hase it long. 

tell him the firſt time E ſee him, that T have 565 Ki 


his letter: that you looked upon it with a cool air, and 


that you afterwards tore it diſdainfully without ſo much 
as reading it. Lou may ſafely fwear I never read ir, 


faid Donna Helena. It would perplex me greatly to 


repeat Fr two words of it. Not content with this, 
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Don George's daughter tone my billet; and prol 
ber maid from ever talking to me again.. 
As Ihad promiſed never more to play the 8 
my windows, ſince the ſight of me was diſagrecable, I 
did not open them for ſeveral days, that my obedience 
might be the more moving. But inſtead of aging. 
which was forbid me, I prepared to ſerenade my hard- 
bearted Helena afreſh... For this purpoſe I placed my- 
ſelf one night under ber balcony with the muſic; and 
the guitars had already ſtruck up, hen a cavaliet camẽE 
with a drawn ſword to diſturb che concert, by wWoun; 
ding the pexſormers on the right and left, ſo that theß 
all immediately run off. The rage of this madman ex- 
cited alſo my fury. I advanced to puniſn him, and we 
began a ſevere combat. Donna Helena and her mad 
hearing the claſhing of ſwords, looked through their 
lattices, and ſaw two men engaged. Hereupon they 
ſhrieked out ſo loud, that they raiſed Don George and 
his ſervants; who ran, as well as ſeveral neighbours, 
to part the fray, but eame too..Jate,...Qnly one-cavay 
lier remained upon the; field of battle, weltring in his 
blood, and almoſt lifeleſs, whom they perceived to be 
me; They carried me to my aunt's, where I was ate 
tended by the moſt ſkilful ſurgeons in the city. 


Every body was ſorry-for me, and eſpecially Donna 5 


Helena, who then diſcovered the bottom of her heart. 
Her diſſembling gave way to her inclination. Would 
you believe it? She was no longer the woman who 
thought it a point of honour to ſeem inſenſible of my 
courtſhip. She became an affectionate lover, Wh gave 
herſelf up without reſerve to her ſorrow. (She; ſpent 
the remainder of the night in tears with her woman, 
and in curſing her couſin Don Auguſtine de Olighera, 
whom ſhe imagined to have been the author of their 
grich, as in reality Aue who had. en 
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interrupted the ſerenade. Being as great a maſter of diſ 
ſimulation as his couſin, he bad diſcovered my intenti- 
on, without taking any notice of it, and imagining ſhe 
returned it, he had been guilty of this raſh action, to 
ſhew he was not ſo patient as they thought him. Ne. 
vertheleſs this unhappy accident ſoon after gave place to 
a joy which made it forgotten. As dangerouſly as 1 was 
wounded, the ſurgeons” ſkill was not long in reftoring 
me to health. I ftill kept my chamber, when my aunt 
Donna Eleonora went to Don George to aſk Donna 

Helena for me. He gave his conſent to this marriage 
the more willingly, in that he regarded Don Auguſtine 
as a man whom he might perhaps never behold again. 
But the worthy old gentleman was apprehenſive leſt his 
daughter ſhould be averſe to the. match, becauſe her 
couſin Olighera had had ſo much liberty to viſit her, 
and time to win her affections: but ſhe ſeemed: ſo wil- 
ling to obey her father in this point, that one may con- 
clude that it is an advantage in Spain, as well as elſe- 
where, to be a new comer amongſt the ladies. 

As ſoon as I could have a private converſation with 
Felicia, ſhe told me how very ſenſible hec miſtreſs had 
been of the unfortunate iſſue of my rencounter. 80 
that being no longer able to doubt but that I was the 

Faris to my Helena, I bleſſed my wound, fince the con- 
ſequences had been fo ſucceſsful to my love. I obtain-- 
ed permiſſion of Don George to ſpeak to his daughter 

in her maid's preſence. How ſweet was this converſa- 
tion to me! I preſſed and conjured the lady ſo much to 
tell me if her father offered no violence to her incli- 

nations, in delivering her up to my paſſion, that ſhe 
owned it was, not owing to her obedience only. Af- 

ter a confeſſion fo raviſhing, I was wholly taken up with 
the care of making myſelf agreeable, and deviſing gal- 
lant entertainments, till 'our-wedding-day ſhould come; 


Vo! 
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his was to have been cdchravial by a magnificent-eas: 
valcade, whereat all the nobility of Coria, and the parts 


adjacent, were to a an in yo n 1 25 


dour. 


| Hereupon l gave 1 at 2 3 
8 of; my aunt's, near the city - gates towards Manroi, at 
which Don George, with his daughter. and all his friends 
and relations, were preſent. There was a concert of 
vocal and inſtrumental muſic ready by my order, and 
a company of players to act a comedy. In the middle 
of the feaſt I was informed that there was a man in a- 
nother room who defired to ſpeak with me; whereup« 
on I aroſe from table to ſee who it was. I found a 
ſtranger, who looked like a valet de chambre, and gave 
me a note, which 1 an * who as _ 
ng words. | 
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. F your 1 is 3 to you, as it 1 to be to 8 
3 every knight of your order, you will not fail be- 
8 60 ing to-morrow morning in the plain of Manroĩ. You 
<« will there find a gentleman who will give you ſatis- 
1 « faction for the affront you have received from him; 
; | © and if he is able, put it out of FORE n to have 
. “Donna Helena. eld: 54 
* 1 Den kv ects 42 orreugaa- 
7 If love i is very 1 in the Spada revenge 
of is much more ſo; I could not read this challenge, and 
$2 keep my temper; the very name of Don Auguſtine en- 
hy raged me, which almoſt made me forget the indiſpen. 
e | ble part I was to act that day. I was tempted to ſlip 
. from the company, and go immediately in ſearch of 
* my enemy. However, I conſtrained myſelf, for fear 


1. of diſturbing the gueſts, and told the man who had 


* 


8 brought the letter: Friend, you may inform the gentle- 
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mm who fent you, [that 1 — 


come to an engagement with him a ſecond time, to fail 


being before ſun-riſe at the appointed place. inn 
Having diſmiſſed the meſſenger with this anſwer, I 


rejomed my company, and zetook my place at table, 


where I compoſed; my countenance ſo well, that n 
had any ſuſpicion of what had paſſed. The remainder | 


bol the: day Iſeemed like the reſt taken up with the di- 
verſions of the entertainment, which at laſt ended at 


midnight. The aſſembly broke up, and every one re · 
entered the city after the ſame manner as they came 
out. For my part, I ſtaid behind at the country-ſeat, 
under pretence of going to take the air next morning, 
which was only that I migbt be the ſooner at the ren- 
dea vous. Inſtead of going to bed, I expected day: break 
with impatience; which as ſoon as I perceived, Imount - 
ed my beſt horſe, and ſet out alone, as if to take a ride 


into the country. I advanced towards Manroi, and 


ſaw on the plain a man who came galloping towards 
me. I ü flew to meet him, in order to ſave him half 


the way; we ſoon met: it was my rival knight, Ca- 


valier, ſaid he to me inſolently, it is with regret I en- 


counter you a ſecond time; but you yourſelf are alone 


to blame; you ought, after the adventure of the fere> 
nate, to have reſigned: Don George's daughter with a 
good grace, or elſe to have been aſſured that you ſhould 
not come off ſo, if you perſiſt in your deſign of appear- 


ing agreeable in her eyes. Tou are too proud, replied 
I, of an advantage that is perhaps leſs owing to your 


addreſs than to the darkneſs of the night: yeu do not 


remember that the fortune of war is uncertain. Not 


for me, anſwered he haughtily: and I am going to ſhew 
you, that both by day and night I know how to puniſh 
thoſe impudent knights who have the afſurance. to in- 
croach upon my pleaſures, 13 ; 


* 


ew 
iſh 


ve began the combat with equal vigour... 


ed two years. 


well aſſured, of what had paſſed. 
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Without replying, I immediately alighted, : as did * 


OFF 611. 2 L 43. 


ſo Don Auguſtine; and faſtening our horſes to atree, 


nuouſly own, that I had to do with an enemy who: was 
a better maſter of fencing than I, although I had learn- 
I could not expoſe my life to a greater 
danger. eee wi as it frequently happens that 
the ſtrongeſt are overcome by the weakeſt, my rival, not- 
withſtanding all his ſkill, received a-thurſt through his 
heart, and fell down breathleſs upon the ſpo. 


I will inge- 


I returned immediately to the country-ſeat, where 1 


informed my valet de chambre, of whoſe fidelity I was 


Dear Ramirez, take a good horſe, before the officers 


Then I ſaid to him, 


of juſtice can have knowledge of this affair, and go in- 


form my aunt: of it. Deſire her, in my name, to ſend 
me ſome gold and jewels, and come and meet me at 
Placentia. 
the city. el OR 

Ramirez diſcharged hs ee e with ſuch dili- 
gence, that he arrived at Placentia, within three hours 
after me. He informed me that Donna Eleonora was 


1 ſhall * by at the firſt inn as Sy enter 


rather glad than ſorry at a combat that repaired the af - 


ſront I bad received in our firſt engagement; and that 


ſhe had ſent me all her gold. and jewels, that I might 


ſhould accommodate my affair: | 
That 1 may not tire your paticnce, 1 tall. only tell 


travel with ſome pleaſure in foreign menen till the - 


you, that 1 croſſed New Caſtile, in order to go into the 


kingdom of Valencia, and embark at Denia. 
over into Italy, where I put myſelf in a condition to ſur - 
vey the ſeveral Fouls and make a e ee 

there. | | 

Whilſt I thus kr. at a ieee 10 Her 
lena, to delude, as much as 1 could, my love and Wiggle: 
| | I 


I paſted 
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et, that lady; at Coria, ſecretly nad my abſerice. 
Inftead of approving her family's proſecuting me on ac- 
count of Olighera's death, ſhe wiſhed that it might be 
made up, and my return be haſtened by a ſpeedy agree- 
ment. Half a year was already paſſed fince ſhe had loſt 
me, and I believe her conſtancy would have always tri- 
umphed over time, if ſhe had only had time to cope 
with; but ſhe had yet more potent enemies. Don Blas 
de Combados, a gentleman of the welt of Galicia, eame 
to Coria. to take poſſeſſion of a noble inheritance, which 
Don Miguel de Caprara his couſin had in vain diſputed 
with him; and finding that country more agreeable than 


bis own, he ſettled there. Combados was very genteel, 


ſeemed good. -natured and polite, and had the moſt infi- 
nuating wit in the world. He was not long in getting 
acquainted with the faſhionable people of that city, and 
was informed of every one's circumſtances. 


He was preſently informed that Don George had a 


aud ghter, whoſe dangerous beautyſeemed only to inflame 
men to their ruin. This incited his. curiofity. He was 
defirous of ſeeing fo formidable a lady. For this pur- 
poſe he ſought her father's friendſhip, and gained ſo far 


upon him, that the old gentleman regarding him alrea- 


dy as his ſon-in-law, gave him free acceſs to his houſe, 
and leave to ſpeak to Helena in his preſence. The Ga- 
lician was not long before he became enamoured with 


her; it was inevitable; he diſcloſed himſelf to Don 


George, who declared to him that he approved of bis 


addreſſes, but that he would not conſtrain his daughter, 
but left her free miitreſs of the diſpoſal of her own hand. 


Hereupon Don Blas put in practice all the gallantry he 


could deviſe to pleaſe the lady, who was quite inſenſi- 
ble, ſo much was ſhe prepoſſeſſed in my favour. How-' 


ever, Felicia was in the gentleman's intereſt, who had 


engaged her thereunto by his * She uſed het 


+ 
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| - to ſerve him. On the other hand, the 


her unfaithful to me.. 
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father ſeconded the maid by his remonſtrances, and' ne- 


vertheleſs all they could both do for a whole year, was 


to torment Donna Helena, without being ae render 
{XI 1 1 
Combados finding that Don * and] Felicia; in vail 
concerned themſelves for him, propoſed an expedient to 
them to ſurmount the: obſtinacy of ſo prejudiced a lo- 
ver. This, ſaid he, is what 1 have contrived. 2 Let us 
counterfeit a letter from an Italian merchant to his cor: 
reſpondent at Coria, wherein, after mentioning ſeveral 


things relating to commerce, theſe words ſhall be inſert - 


ed: There is, lately arrived at the court of Parma a Spa- 
niſh cavalier, called Don Gaſton de Cogollos, who ſays 
he is nephew and only heir to a rich widow who lives at 
Coria, and who is called Donna Eleonora de Laxarilla, 
He courts the daughter of a great nobleman, but he 
will not obtain her before they are informed of the truth. 
I am deſired to addreſs myſelf to you for that purpoie. 
Wherefore I intreat that you would ſend me word if 
you know this Don Gaſton, and wherein bis aunt's e- 
ſtate conſiſts. The fate of this marriage nn e 
your anſwer. Parma, the & M. 

This impoſtute ſeemed to the old man but. a witty | 
contrivance, a ſtratagem that was pardonable in lovers 
and the waiting-maid, yet leſs ſcrupulous than her ma- 


ſter, approved of it mightily. The invention ſeemed 


to them ſo much the better, in that they knew Helena 
to be a woman of a great ſpirit, and likely to fall into 


the ſnare immediately, provided ſhe had no ſufpicion ß 2 


the cheat. Don George took it upon himſelf to inform” 

her of my change, and, to make the thing have a great- 

er reſemblance-of reality, to let her ſpeak to the mers» 

chant who had received. this pretended letter from Par- 

ma. The Ng was executed as it was formed. _ 
3 A 
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father ſaid to Donna Helena, with an emotion, wherein, 5 


in all appearance, was a great deal ſpite; Daughter, I will 


no longer tell you that our relations continually intreat 


that I would never ſuffer Don Auguſtine's murderer to 
enter our family. I have now a ſtronger reaſon to de- 


fire you to diſengage yourſelf from Don Gaſton. Die 


with ſhame for baving been ſo faithful to a perfidious 
unconſtant wretch; here is a certain proof of his infide- 
ly: read yourſelf that letter Which a merchant of Co- 


ria has juſt received from Italy. Poor Helena takes 


the counterfeit paper trembling, reads it, weighs all the 
expreſſions, and remains quite overwhelmed with the 


news of my «1conſtancy. Aſter this, ſome remains of 


tenderneſs made her ſhed a few tears; but ſhe ſoon re- 
called her pride to her aid, and wiping her eyes, boldly 


ſaid to her father: My Lord, you have been a witneſs 


of my weaknels, be ſo likewiſe of the victory I gain 


over myſelf. It is done, I now only deſpiſe Don Ga- 


ſton, I regard him as the baſeſt of men; come, I am 
ready to follow Don Blas to the altar. Let: my marri- 
age precede that of the faithleſs wretch, who has repaid 


my love ſo ill. Theſe words pleaſing Don George, be 


embraced his daughter, praiſed the noble reſolution the 


had taken, and hugging himſelf for the ſucceſs of his - 


ſtratagem, haſtened to inform my rival of it. 


In this manner was Donna Helena raviſhed from me. 
She religned herſelf up raſhly to Combados, without 
hearkening to her love, which pleaded for me in the 
bottom of her heart, without even doubting one minute 


of a report, which ought not to have met with ſo much 


credulity in a lover. The proud woman only paid at- 
tention to her pride; the reſentment of the injury the 


imagined I bad done her beauty got the better of her 
paſſion. However, not long aſter her marriage, "the 


felt ſome remorſe for having been fo haſty. Sbe ima: 


_ 
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gined, that the bans g letter —_ be fot ged, and 


this ſuſpicion made her very uneaſy: But the amorous 
Don Blas: did not leave his wife time to nouriſh; any 


thoughts contrary to her repoſe. He only thaught how: 


to amuſe her, and he ſucceeded by a continual ſeries 


of different A t e, wn was 1 ane as to 
invent. IS n A < F 0 7 * * 487 


80 gallane a ſpouſe tech Wade . and they both 


lived im perfect union, when my aunt made up my af · 
fair with Don Auguſtine's relations. She wrote imme- 
diately to Italy, to acquaint me there with. LWas then 
at Reggio in the Lower Calabria; Beroffed over into Si- 
cily, and from tbence to Spain; in a word; I reached 
Coria mounted on the wings of love. Donna Eleono- 


ra not having. informed me of the marriage of Den 


George's daughter, told me of it when I arrived, and. 
obſerving: that it grieved me: Tou are to blame, ne- 
phew, faid ſhe, to ſeem ſo ſenſible for the loſs of a- las 


dy who has proved faithleſs to you. Be: ruled by me; 


baniſh from your N a e ** * phwbreby: of 
being there. * ori” = Ie 8 


My aunt not . hae Dinas Helena was impo- 


ſed on, was in. the right to ſpeak thus to me, and could 
not have given me better counſel. Accordingly: pro- 
miſed to follow it, or at leaſt to affect an air df indiffe . 
rence, if I were not capable of ſubduing my paſſion. 
However, J could not reſiſt the curioty to know ho-. 
this marriage had been brought about. Imorder toinform 


myſelf of every b reſolved to addreſs myſelf to 


Felicia's friend, that is to ſay Theodora; whom thavebefore 
mentioned. I went to her, and aceidentally found Fe- 
licia there, who expecting nothing leſs than the fight: 


of me, was confounded; and would have gone away, to 
have avoided the explanation ſhe. rightly judgedi ſhould ; 
derek hens, NI. you fly * not che 


1 


- 
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perjured Helena ſatisfied with baving facrificed me? ry bas 


the forbid your hearing my complaints? or do you only 
| endeavour to avoid me, to make your court to an in- 


n for having refuſed to liſten to them? 
My Lord, anſwered the maid, I will freely confeſs to 
ws that your preſence confounds me. I cannot behold 


you again without being diſtracted with remorſe. My 


miſtreſs has been deceived, and I have been ſo unhappy 
as to be an accomplice in the Gawd: O heavens! ex» 
claimed I, what do you dare to tell me? Then ſhe in- 
formed me of the ſtratagem Combados had made uſe of 
to. deprive me of Donna Helena; and perceiving that 
her recital pierced me to the heart, ſhe ſaid everyithing 
in her power to comfort me; ſhe even offered me her 
good offices to her miſtreſs, promiſing to diſabuſe her, 
and to acquaint her with my deſpair; in ſhort, to ſpare 
no pains to mitigate the rigour of my fate: and ſhe 
gave me ſuch hopes as a little alleviated my miſery. ' 

I paſs over the great contradiction the met with from 


Donna Helena, in endeavouring to gain her conſent to 


ſee me: however, ſhe ſucceeded. It was reſolved be- 
tween them that I ſhould be admitted privately to Don 


Blas's the firſt time he went to an eftate, where he uſed 
frequently to go a hunting, and ſtaid generally a day or 


two. This deſign was not long in being put in execu-' 
tion: the huſband fet out for the country. Care was 
taken to ĩinſorm me of it, and*introduce me one he 
into his wife's apartment. | | 
I would have begun the diere eh by 3 
but they prevented me. It is in vain; ſaid the lady, to 
recollect what is paſt. It is not our bufineſs now to 
move each other to compaſſion; and you are deceived, 
if you think me diſpoſed to flatter your inclinations; Þ 


declare to you, Don Gaſton, I have given my conſent 
to this ſecret EY I have yielded to the en- 
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treaties that have been made me, only perſonally to in- 


form you, that for the future you muſt only think of for - 
getting me. Perhaps I ſhould be better ſatisfied with 
my fate, if it were united to yours, but fince heaven has 
ordained it other wiſèe, Þ ſhall be obedient to its will. 

What, Madam, anſwered J, is it not enough to have 
been deprived of you? is it not enough to ſee the bap- 
py Don Blas quiet poſſeſſor of the only perſon I could 


love, muſt I alſo baniſh you my thoughts? would you 


deprive me of my love, and rob me of the only good 


that now remains to me? Ahl cruel, do you think that 


it is poſſible for a man whom you have ance enſlaved to 
recover his heart? Know your own power-better than 
you do, 'andiceaſe vainly exhorting me to forget you. 
Well then, replied ſhe haſtily, ceaſe alſo hoping that T 
will repay your paſſion with any acknoweldgment.- 1 
have but one word to fay to you: the wife of Don Blas 
ſhall never be Don Gaſton's miſtreſs. Act agreeable 


to this intelligence. Fly: let us quickly end a'cenvet- * 


fation, wherewith F reproach myſelf, notwithſtanding the 
purity of my intentions, and which 1 ſhould think-it un- 
lawful to prolong. 

This ſpeech of the lady's: nm me of all W 
I fell at her feet. I ſpoke in the moſt moving terms 1 
could think of, and employed even tears to ſoften her: 
but all this only conduced perhaps to excite ſome ſen - 
timents of pity, which ſhe was very careful not to dif- 
cover, and: which: were ſacrificed to her duty. Having 
made uſe of all manner of tender expreſſions, prayers, 


and tears to no purpoſe, my love ſuddenly changed in- 
to ſury. I drew my ſword to kill myſelf before the- eyes 
of the inexorable fair, who no ſooner perceived my in · 
tention, than ſhe threw herfelf upon me to prevent the 
confequences. Stop, Cogollos, faid ſhe. Is this all the 
care you take of My reputation? By thus ann * 
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ſelf of ith, you go to diſhonour me, and make my: hub: 
band paſs for a murderer. 
In ſtead of paying the attention to theſe 3 that Fad 
deſerved, I only thought how to allude the attempts the 
miſtreſs and the ſervant made to ſave me from myſelf. 
And undoubtedly. I ſhould have ſucceeded but too toon, 
if Don Blas, who had been informed of our interview, 
and who, inſtead of going into the country, had con- 
cealed himſelf behind the hangings to hear our diſcourſe, 
had not immediately joined them. Don Gaſton, cried 
he, ſeizing on my arm, recall your baniſhed reaſon, and 
do not fooliſhly n * to the Fame n, that a- 
gitates you. * 
Is it for you, faid L to Combados, ioceriupting him, 
to divert me from my reſolution? you ought rather 
yourſelf to pierce me to the heart. My love, unfortu- 
nate as it is, is offenſive to you. Is it not enough you 
ſurpriſe me in your wife's apartment? needs there any 
more to ineite you to revenge? kill me, to rid yourſelf 
of a man, who cannot but love Helena, as long as he 
lives. In vain, replied Don Blas, do you endeavour to 
engage my honour to put you to death. You are ſuf- 
ficiently puniſhed for your raſhneſs, and J am ſo well 
ſatisſied with my wife for her virtuous: ſentiments, that 
I pardon the occaſion the has taken to make them known, 
Cogollos, added he, do not yield to your deſpair like a 
faint-hearted lover; rather boldly ſubmit to neceſſity. 
By ſuch · like diſcourſes the prudent Galician by de- 
grees appeaſed my wrath, and revived again my virtue: 
I withdrew, with an intention never to look upon He- 
lena, and the places where ſhe reſided again, and two 
days afterwards [I returned to Madrid. There, reſolving 
no more to mind any thing but making my ſortune, I 
began to appear at court, and procure myſelf friends. 
Aut I was ſo ry as to attach myſelf en a 
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00 him, ſaying, Signior Kavalier; your. honour cannot 
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he Marquis deVillurealy a noblemin of the fiſt Tank 


in 8 who is now confi ned in the caſtie of Ali 
cant, on ſuſpieion of intending denen 
the ſubjection of Spain, CCC 
The Duke de Lerma bein g deusbie that I bad enter. 
ed into a ſtrict friend ſhipl with this Lord, bad me ſei- 
zed and confined in this caſtle. Phat miniſter believeb 
that I would: be an accomplice in ſuch à fehgn 3 he 


could not have done a more ſenſible — to a) man, 


who is of noble rank and a Caſtilia nn 
Here Don Gaſton ſtopt, and Pendant tot com: 


ſuffer: by this diſgrace, which in the end wilb certainly 
turn to your advantage. When the Duke de Lerma is 
made ſenſible of- your innocence, he will undohbtedly 
give you a Conſiderable employment; to re- eſtabliſn the 
reputation of a gentleman who! has 3 . 
treaſon without the leaſt foundation. of tru t. 

otro pon 
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4 758 Fu 
Gil * receives 4 * x 5 t from Scipio who 2 to. "the 
Tower of Segovia to ſeek: ws: aßen and tells 9a, a 
. &ragh deal of News. -_ 
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TOtdefillas now eoteting be room, Menn our 
farther converſation. He addreſted himſelf to me 

thus: Signior Gil Blas, T'am juſt come from à young 
fellow, who has been at the prifon: gate, and enquired 
if you was not here under confinement; and upon my 
having refuſed to tell him, he appeared very uneaſy. 
Noble Governour, faid he with tears in his eyes, I moſt 
humbly beg that you would inform me whether the 
Signior de Santillane is in this caſtle. I am his head 
ſerrant, and you will do a charitable action in ſuFcring 
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me to ſee him. Tou have the character of a humane 
gentleman in Segovia, I hope you will not deny me the 


favour of a minute's converfation with my dear maſter, 


who is more unfortunate than guilty; In ſhort, conti - 


nued Don Andrea, the young man has expreſſed ſuch a 
deſire to talk with you, that I n to introduce 
him to you this evening. | 


1 told Tordefillas, that he WI) not 40 me a gende | 


pleaſure, than in letting me ſee that ſervant, who pro- 


bably might have ſomething of importance to inform 


me of. I impatiently expected the moment when 1 


ſhould again have a fight of my faithful Scipio, for I did 
not in the leaft doubt but that it was him, nor was I de- 
ceived. He was admitted into the tower at night; and 
. when be beheld me, he broke out into extraordinary . 


tranſports of joy, which were only to beequalled by mine. 


For my part, I was ſo raviſhed at feeing him, that J 


ſtretched out my arms to him, and he claſped me in his 
without ceremony. The maſter and the ſecretary were 
confounded in this embrace, ſe happy were they in be- 
holding each other again 


Having both a little diſengaged ourſelves, I aſked 


Scipio in what condition he had left my houſe. You 


have no longer any, replied he; and to fave you the trou- 


ble of aſking queſtion upon queſtion, I will give you a 
conciſe account of what has paſſed at your home. Your 
effects have been plundered both by the alguazil's men 
and your own ſervants, who 1 imagining you to be alrea- 
dy quite loſt, have ſeized on every thing they could lay 
their hands upon on truſt for their wages. Happily ſor 


you, 1 had the addreſs to fave from their clutches two 
large bags of double piſtoles, which I got out cf your. 


ſtrong box, and are in ſafety. Salero, into whoſe cuſ- 


tody I have put them, will reſtore them to you when you 
get out of this tower, where I dare ſay you will not be 


—- 


%Y we * 


e en e 
is majeſty, ſince you were ſeized 


dela a nn 


without the Duke de Lerma's bene hey hang! of 


ON l 1 þ Þ re Hr . 

I aſked Svipio how he knew kiv neben was not 
in the leaſt acceſſary to my diſgrace. O, replied he, that 
is a thing whereof I am well informed. An acquain- 
tance of mine, who is confident to the Duke d' Uzeda, 
has told me every circumſtance of your impriſonment. 
Calderona, ſaid he, being informed bya valet, that the Sig- 
niora Sirena received the Prince of Spain in the nigbi 
under another name, and that it was the Count de Le- 
mos who managed this intrigue, by the in:erpoſition oH 
the Signior de Santillane, reſolved to revenge himſelf 
both of them and his miſtreſs. That he might the bet- 
ter ſucceed therein, he goes ſecretly and informs the Duke 
d' Uzeda of the whole affair. The Duke, very well plea- | 
fed to have ſo fine an opportunity to ruin his enemy, im- 


mediately took the advantage of it. He informed the 


King of what he had juſt been told, and painted to him 
in ſuch lively colours the dangers to which the Prince 
had been expoſed, that he roufed his Majeſty's anger. 
So that he immediately had Sirena confined in the con- 
vent de Filles Repentines; baniſhed the Count de Le- 
mos, and condemned Gil Blas to be for ever r er 
ed in the tower of Segovia. gle oy 
This, continued Scipio, is what I have bench from 
my friend; whereby you ſee your misfortune is the har. 
dy-work of the Duke d' Uzeda, or rather of Calderona. 


This account of my affairs made me hope in time 2 


they might be re-eſtabliſhed; that the Duke de Lerma, 


being affronted at his nephew's exile, would not be i- 


dle in endeavouring to recall that nobleman to court; 

and I flattered myſelf, that his Excellency would alfo 

remember me. What a fine thing is hope! it comfort- 

ed me at once for the loſs of my „0 n and. 
I 6 
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rendered me as chearful and glad as if I had reaſon to 
be ſo. Far from looking upon my priſon as an unfor- 
tunate lodging, where 1 might perhaps remain my whole 
life, it ſeemed rather to me the means ſortune would 
make uſe of, to raiſe me to ſome great poſt. For I rea: 
ſoned within myſelf thus: Don Fernando Borgia, Fa- 
ther Jerome of Florence, and eſpecially Friar Louis of 
Aliaga, (who is obliged to him for his place about the 
King), are of the prime miniſter's party. With the 
help of theſe powerful friends, his Excellency will de - 
feat all his enemies; or elſe the face of affairs may be 
very ſoon altered: his Majeſty is in a very bad ſtate of 
health, When he is no more, the Prince will begin 
his reign by recalling the Count de Lemos, who will 
immediately releaſe me hence, and preſent me to the 
new monarch, who will overload me with favours. Thus 
being already full of the pleaſing hope of my future good 
fortune, I hardly any longer felt my preſent evils. I be- 
lieve indeed, that the two bags of doubloons, which 
my ſecretary informed me had been depoſited with the 
goldſmich, contributed as much to the ſudden ebenen 
as the hopes aforementicned. _ 1 

I had too good a proof of 5 s zeal ah integrity 
not to let him know it; I offered him balf the money 
he had ſaved from the pillage; which he would not ac- 
cept. I expect, ſays he, another mark of your acknow- 
ledgment. His ſpeech ſurpriſing me no leſs. than his 


refuſal, I aſked what I could do for him. Let us never 


part, replied he. Let me unite my fortune to yours; 
I have ſuch an affection for you, as I never before had 
for any maſter. _ And as for me, ſaid I, my boy, I will 


aſſure you, you do not love one that is ungrateſul. From 
the firſt moment you came to offer me your : ſervice 1 


liked you. We have undoubtedly both been born un- 
der Libra of nit FRO are, as they ſay, the two 
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conſialiativine that unite mankind. Iwill 


2 


of the propoſed union; and to be 


it I will aſk ans 


keeper to ſhut you up with me in the tower!!! 


I ſhall be extremely glad of that, erĩec hep you have - 
prevented me: I was going to beg you to dete this 
favour; your company is dearer to me than liberty: I 
will only go ſometimes to Madrid to breathe the office: 
ait, and ſee if there has happened no change at court, 
that may be in your favour. So that i will ſerve yoπ] a 
well for a confident, as for a courier, and a ſp yy) 
Theſe advantages were too conſidęrable for me to de» 
prive myſelf of them, for which reaſon Lretained wih 
me ſo uſeful a perſon, with the permiſſion of the oblis 
ging keeper; who — nn to my RA _—_ 
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Scipis makes his 1 ep Journey to tang What 4 


the. Motive and the Succeſs. G1 Blas falls NEE The : 


| Conſequences of his Sickneſs. Grote ET ral 
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T is a common ſaying, that i are our , 
eſt enemies; but I have found by experience, that 
when they prove affectionate and faithful, they are our 
beſt friends. After the zeal Scipio had ſhewed for my 
ſervice, I could regard him as no other than a brother, 
wherefore no more ſubordination between Gil Blas and 
his ſecretary; no more ceremonies! between them; they 
were.chamber n and had but one bed and © one ta- 
ble. Ma i N 
| Scipio was ating witty. atk W oy 
mige juſtly have ſirnamed him the good- humoured 


young fellow. Beſides this, he was very ſenſible, and 
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W in his counſel. Friend, 2. 1 


to him one day, L imagine it would not be amiſs to write 

to the Duke de Lerma; it can produce no ilh effect; 
what is your opinion of it? Why, anſwered he, gteat 
men are fo changeable, that it is uncertain whether your 


letter will be received. However, I am for your wri- 


ting at all events. Although the miniſter loves you, 
do nòt depend upon his friend ſhip for the care of cal 
Jing you into his remembrance. Theſe ſorts of protes · 


tors eaſily forget thoſe perſons whoſe names "Ry! * 


no longer founding i in their ears; yr otfant $4434 3 | 
' "'Phis may be but too true, ee I yer 1. hows | 
better opinion of my patron; Fknow his goodneſs and 
am perſuaded that he fympathizes with my pains, and 
that they preſent themſelves inceſſantly before his eyes: 


undoubtedly he only waits till the King's anger is over, 


to ſet me at liberty. So much the better, tejoined he: 


I wiſh you may judge rightly of his Excellency. Im- 


plore then his aſſiſtance in a very parhetic letter, I pro- 
miſe you to deliver it into his own hand. Upon this 1 
immediately called for pen and ink, and compoſed a 


piece of eloquence which Scipio thought very ſublime, 
and Tordeſillas praiſed even more 1 Fu n 
of Gtenada's homilies. 

I flattered myſelf, that the Duke of 8 would 


hive been affected with my melancholy account of the 
| miſerable ſtate wherein I really was not; and in this 


belief I ſent my courier to Madrid, who no ſooner got 


thither than he went to that miniſter's; where he met 


with a valet de chambre, who had a regard for me, and 
procured him an opportunity of ſpeaking to the Nuke. 
May it pleaſe your Grace, ſaid Scipio to his Excellency, 
at the ſame time preſenting him the packet wherewith 


he was intruſted, one of Four moſt faithful ſervants, who 
lies upon ſtraw in a diſmal dungeon, in the tower of 


a . to at ne 1 WS. 
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| Segovia, moſt humbly conjures jou to read this letter, 
which a goaler out of compaſſion allowed him to Write. 
The miniſter opened the letter, and ran it over but 
although he faw therein a picture capable oß ſoftening 
the moſt adamantine heart, far ſrom ſeeming affected 
with it, he raiſed his voice; andꝭ ſaid with a furious look 
to the courier, before ſome perſons who eould hear 


him; Friend, tell Santillane that I think him very im- 


pudent in preſuming to addreſs himſelf to me, aſter 
Having, been guilty. of ſo baſe an action, for which he 
is ſo juſtly chaſtiſed. He is a wretch, who muſt no 
longer rely upon my favours re I; i bs to 
the King's diſpleaſure. 

Notwithſtanding Scipio's Ven": this 8 con- 
founded him. However, in ſpite of his amazement, 
he would have interceded for me: my Lord, cried he; 
this unhappy priſoner will die for grief when be is told 

your Excelleney's anſwer. The Duke made no reply 
to my mediator but by frowning upon him, and tur- 
ning his back. Thus did the miniſter treat me, the 
better to conceal the part he had in the Prince of 
Spain's amorcus' intrigue; and this is what all petty: a- 
gents ought to expect, who are employed by ny men 
in their .ſecret and dangerous negotiations, + 


My ſecretary.returning to Segovia, and 8 i 
me of the ſucceſs of his commiſſion, I was again plun- 


ged in that dreadful: abyſs wherein I found myſelf the 
firſt day of my impriſonment. I even thought myſelf 


more unhappy, ſince I had no longer the Duke of Ler- 


ma's protection. My courage failed, and whatever 
they could ſay to reſtore. it, I became again a prey to 
the deepeſt melancholy, which OY ee _ 
me an acute diſeaſe, ' # 

The keeper, who was e Fa ne ade 
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uon, thinking it was his duty to call in Phyſicians t 
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my aſſiſtance, brovpby me two, who had both of them 
very much the look off being very faithful ſervants to 


the goddeſs * Libitina, Signior Gil Blas, ſalg be, pre- 


ſenting them to me, here are two ſons of Hippoerates; 


who are come to ſee you, and will-preſently-reſtore you 


to health again. I was ſo prepoſſeſſed againſt all doc 


tors of phyſic, that I undoubtediy ſhould have given 


theſe but a very ſcurvy reception, had 1 been ever f6 
lictle fond of life. But I was then fo weary of it, that 


4-thought myſelf. obliged t6 Tordefillas! for. drivging 


_— d ere 1 FL DD SF 
Signior Cavalier; ſaid: one oficheds, doors to mez 
you muſt, before we proceed, repoſe a confidence in 


Ido a perfect one, replied I; with your aſſiſtance, 
1 e I ſhall ſoon he cured of all my ails. Les, with 


the help: of Godz-rejoined he, ſo you ſhall: atleaſt we 


mall do all in our: power. In effect, theſe! gentlemen 
did their buſineſs; wonderfully, and put me into ſuch 


a fair way, that I was viſibly on my journey to the 
Stygian lake. Don Andrea deſpairing of my cure, had 


alſo brought a Franciſcan to diſpoſe me to die well: 
already had the good father diſcharged that office and 
retired: and for myſelf, imagining that my latter end 


drew near, I made a ſign to Scipio to come to me. 


Dear friend, ſaid I, with a feeble voice, ſo much was I 


weakened by their medicines and bleedings, I leave you 
one of the bags that are in Gabriel's s poſſeſſion, and 1 
conjure you to carry the other into Aſturia, to my pa- 
tents, who muſt be in need of it, if yet in this world. 


But alas! Jam very much afraid they could not ſupport 
under my hard- hearkedneſs. 
made them of my unnatural behaviour, has perhaps oc- 


caſioned their death. If heaven has preſerved them, 
not l Hina the indifference. wherewith 1 repaid 


dhe * over funerals. 
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their 3 yon may give them the * of doub · 
loons, and beg them in my name to forgive me for not 
behaving more affectionately to them; and if they are 


no more, I beg that you would employ this money in 


having maſles ſaid both for the repoſe of their ſduls and 
my own, Thus ſaying, I reached out one hand, which 
be bathed in tears, without being able to utter ons 
word, ſo much was the poor young fellow afflicted for 
my loſs. This is. an evident proof, that the tears of an 
heir are not always ſmiles, concealed under a maſk. 

1 expected then to make my exit; however, it bap- 
peyed otherwiſe. My dockors having withdrawn, and | 
left nature at liberty to operate, ſaved me by thatmeans, 
The fever, which they imagined' was to carry me off, 
went away, as it were to give them the lie. Irrecos 
vered by degrees, and, by the greateſt good fortune i- 
maginable, my illneſs was ſucceeded. bg a peifect tra 
quillity of mind. I had then no need of being com- 7 
forted. I preſerved all the contempt for riches-ang 
honours, that the opinion of an approaching diffolu»- 
tion had inſtilled into me, and being reſtored to my+= 
ſelf, I bleſſed my diſgrace., returned thanks to Hes 
ven for it as for a particular. ſavour, and determined 0 
return no more to court, even if the Duke of Lerwa 
would recall me. I rather propoſed to myſelf, ifrever- 
I regained, my liberty, to Parse A cage and livs- 
like a philoſopher. n 

Scipio approved of my ded . told me, that to 
haſten the execution. of it, he intended to take another 
journey to Madrid to ſolicit my enlargement. I have 
A thought, added he, come into my head; Lam ac: 
quainted withia perſon, who may ſerve, you. It is the 
farourite maid. to the Plince of Spain's nurſe; a ſens 
ſible wench. I will ſet her to: work for you upon her 
miſtrelz 1 will uſe my utmoſt efforts. to ele you 
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from this tower, which is ſtill but a priſon, however 


foon as poſſible: I with” we were CER teuer in our 
rural retreat. e bk e 

DSS TO © SO 8 GOTO d 
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1. goes a ſecond Time 2 Madrid. How and. upon lt 
Conditions he had Gil Blas reftored to Liber ty. What 
_ Courſe they both took on being delivered from the Tower 
1 Segovia, and what Con verſation paſſed between: them, 


'Y confident then returned again to Madrid; ad. 
in the interim, I, in expectation of his return, 
applied myſelf to reading. Tordeſillas ſupplied me 
with more books than I had occaſion for; which be bor- 
towed of an old commander, who could not read, and 
pet had an excellent library, to give bimfelf the air of 
a learned man. For my part, I liked the good morat 
authors beſt,  beeauſe I found every minute in them 
ſomething that flattered my batred t to the comt, and 9 
love of retirement. 

F bree weeks paſſed away, and I never heard a word 
of my manager, who at laſt returned, and chearfully ſaid, 

For this time, Signior de Santillane, I bring you hap» 
' py tidings. The nurſe will eſpouſe your intereft. 

Her maid, at my entreaty, and for a hundred piſtoles 
which I have conſigned to her, has been ſo good as to 
fpeak to the Prince of Spain for your enlargement; and 


ny her nothing, has promiſed to intercede with the King 
his father, to ſet you atliberty. I came as ſoonas poſſible 
to inform you of my ſuccefs,'and am going immediate- 


-_- 


well treated you are therein. What you ſay is very 
true, replied I; go, friend, begin your negotiation as 


the Prince, who, as I have frequently told you, can de- 
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= 1. again, to put the finiſning ſtroke to my work, 
Thus faying, he left me, and departed for court. ' 

His third journey was not long; my gentleman re- 
turned at the week's end, telling me, that the Prince 
had obtained my liberty of the King, but not without 


trouble. This was confirmed to me the fame day by 


the keeper, who came to embrace me, ſaying: My dear 
Gil Blas, God be praiſed, you are free. Phe priſon 
doors are no longer ſhut againſt. you, but it is upon 
two conditions, which perhaps will not be very agreea- 
ble to you, and which I am obliged to tell you with re- 
gret. His Majeſty forbids your appearing at court, and 
commands you to quit both the Caſtiles in a month: I 
am not well pleaſed that they have forbid you the court. 


And I am very much rejoiced at it, replied I. I in- 


genuouſly confeſs, that I expected but 'one en "_ 
the King, and he has done me two. 

Being affured then, that I was no longer a ee 
I hired two mules, whereon my confident and I moun- 
ted next day, after I had taken leave of Cogollos, and 
returned Tordeſillas a thouſand thanks for all the teſti- 
monies of friendfhip J had received from him. We 


departed merrily for Madrid, to receive our two bags, 


each of them containing five hundred doubloons, from 
Signior Gabriel. As we were upon the road; my: aſ- 
ſociate ſaid to me, If we have not caſh enough to pur- 
chaſe a magnificent eſtate, at leaſt we may buy à com- 
petency. If we ſhould have but a hut, replied I, 1 
fhould be content with my lot. Though I am hardly 
in the middle of my age, I am quite tired of the worlds 
and I deſign for the future only te live for myſelf. 1 
muſt alſo inform you that I have formed to myſelf an 
agreeable notion of a rural life, an idea, that delights 
me, and makes me enjoy it beforehand. Methinks E 
already have a proſpect of the meadows enamelled, hear 
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Sraighringnles ſing, and the rivulets murmur: at one | 
time J imagine I am diverting myſelf with hunting, and 


at another time with fiſhing, Paint in your imagina- 
tion different pleaſures that wait us in our ſolitude, 


and you will be charmed as well as me. As to our. 


food, the plaineſt will be the beſt. A mouthful of 
bread may ſatisfy us when we are oppreſſed with hun: 
ger. We hall eat it with an appetite that will make 
us think it excellent. Pleaſure does not conſiſt in the 


delicacy of exquiſite viands, it is all within ourſelves; 


and this is ſo true, that I do not eat the heartieſt at ta: 
bles that I ſee furniſhed with. — Se variety of 
Mine | e 

With your 6 Signior Gil Blas, faid my Cocachas 
ry, interrupting me, Lam not. altogether of your mind 


about this. pretended - frugality to- which you bid me 


welcome. Why muſt we live like Diogenes? If we 
do not fare ſo very hard, we ſhall be never the more un- 
bealthy. Take my advice, ſince we have (Heaven be 
praiſed) wherewith to render our retirement agteeable, 
do not let us make it the abode of famine and poverty. 
+ After we have purchaſed an eſtate, let us ſtock it 
with good wines, and every other kind of proviſions, 
that are proper for men of wit, who do not quit the 
converſation. of men to renounce the conveniences of 
life, but rather more quietly. to enjoy them. It is a 
ſay ing of Heſiod, That what one has in the houſe, does 
not make us uncaſy, whereas what one has not may. 


Ir is better, continues he, to be in poſſeſſien of alk 


things neceſſary at one's . than: to _ Aalener of. 
having them. rh 


Fj 


Hey-day, Mr, Scipio, aid 14 ck bim in my 


yy you underſtand: the Greek poets! In what! man- 
ner, pray, did you get acquainted with Heſiod? It was 


at a learned man's, replied he. Lſerved a pedant ſome 
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Gabriela to a wealthy merchant. You ate greatly to be 
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time at 23 — who was a famous commentator. ; 
He would make you a large volume in an inſtant. He 


compoſed it of Hebrew, Greek, und Latin paſſa- 
ges, which he extracted from the books in his librarys 

and tranſlated into Spaniſh. As I was his tranſeriber, 
I ſtill remember ſeveral ſentences, as remarkable as that 
I have juſt quoted. If that be the caſe, anſwered I, 
you have your memory well embelliſned. But to re- 
turn to our project; in which of the Spaniſh kingdoms 
do you judge it beſt for us to ſettle our philoſophical 
reſidence? I give Arragon the preference, replied my 
confident. We may find there a vaſt number of char» 
ming places, where we may lead a very agreeable life. 
I agree to it then, ſays I, let us ſtop at Arragon. We 
may find an abode there which may ſupply us with all 
the nen whereof : have ſo pleaſing an — 
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What 150 did on their Arrival at Madrid. u Blas 
meets his Friend the Baron de Steinbach i in the Streets 
the Succeſs of this Rencounter, | 


AVING arrived ſafely at Madrid, we lighted | 
at a ſmall ready. -furniſhed houſe, where: Scipio 
had lodged in his journeys thither; not long after we 
went to Salero's, to draw our doubloons out of his 
hands. He gave us-a'gracious reception, and expreſ- 
ſed great joy at ſeeing me at liberty. I ingenuouſfly 
own to you, added he, I was ſo ſenfible of your dif- 
grace, that it gave me a diſguſt to an alliance with 
courtiers. Their fortunes greatly reſemble caſtles in 
the air; for which reaſon I have married my daughter 
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nn anſwered I; far, befides his fortune's:be« 
ing upon a more ſolid bottom, a citizen who becomes 


father-in-law to a man of quality is not denn . | 


wok the gentleman his ſon-in-law. 

After this, coming to the point, I faid, Signior Gas 
briel, do us the- favour, if you pleaſe, to give us the 
2000 piſtoles that Tour money is all ready, faid he, 
interrupting me; and taking us to his cabinet, he ſhew- 
ed us two bags, whereon theſe words were written on 


tickets: Signior Gil Blas de Santillane is the maſter of 


theſe bags. There, ſaid he, there is every farthing of 
your money that I received. 


'Ereturned Salero many thanks for the favour he had 


done me, and being very well comforted for the loſs of 


his daughter, we walked off with the bags to our lod- 


ging, where we began to count our double piſtoles. 
They were all there but about fifty, which had been 
diſburſed for the purchaſe of my liberty. All our 


thoughts were now employed in putting ourſelves in 


a condition to go to Arragon. My ſecretary took up- 
on him the charge of buying acalaſh and two mules; 
and on my ſide I made a proviſion of linen and cloaths. 
Whilſt I was thus buſted in running up and down the 
ſtreets, and making my bargains, I met the Baron de 
Steinbach, the officer of the German guard who had 
educated and brought up Don Alphonſo. 


I ſaluted the German cavalier, who likewiſe cantons | 
bring me, came to me and embraced me: I am very 


glad, ſaid I, to ſee your lordſhip well, and at the ſame 
time to have an opportunity to be informed how Signior 


Don Cæſar and Don Alphonſo de Leyva are. I can 


give you a certain account of them, anſwered he, fince 


they are both actually in Madrid, and, what is more, 
living with me. It is about three months ſince they 
came to this city, to thank his majeſty for a favour Don 
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Alphonſo * received in Ae 2750987 for the ſer · 


vice his anceſtors have done the ſtate. He has been 


appointed governor of Valencia, without requeſting ) 
that poſt, or begging any one to follicit for him. No- 


thing could be more gracious; and this ſhews tha our 
noble king loves to reward bravery. + 34 


Although I was better acquainted with A affaie” (5 


than Steinbach, yet I did not ſeem to know any thing 
of what he told me. But I expreſſed ſuch great impa- 


tience to pay my reſpects to my old maſter, that he car- 
ried me that moment to his houſe to ſatisfy me. I was 


deſirous of trying Don Alphonſo, and judging by the 


reception he gave me, whether he ſtill loved me. I 


found him in a parlour playing at cheſs with the Ba- 
ronneſs de Steinbach. He left his game as ſoon as I 
entered, and advancing towards me in à tranſport, he 


embraced me, and ſaid with an air that ſhewed real 


pleaſure: Santillane, you are then at laſt reſtored to me, 


I am overjoyed at it. It was your own fault, that we; 
did not keep together; I intreated you, if you remems 
ber, not to leave the caſtle of Leyva, but you was deaf 
to my requeſt, However, I do not blame you, Teven” 


take the motive of your retreat kindly, ' But ou ought 
to have let me hear from you ſince that time, and 


have prevented me from ſearching in vain for you at 


Grenada, where my brother-in-law ou * n, wrote 
me that you were ſettled. | "#4 
After this little reproach, added his; 4a; me 1 


what buſineſs you follow in this city, undoubtedly you 


have ſome employment here. Be aflured that I intereſt 
myſelf more than ever in your welfare. My lord, re» 


plied 1, it is not yet four months ſince L had a conſide : 


rable poſt at court. I had the'honour of being ſeere 
tary and confident to the Duke de Letma. Can I bes 1 
lieve my ears? cried Don Alphonſo very much ſurpri⸗-⸗ 
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1 ſed; What, was you intruſled with that prime minik; 


ter's' ſecrets? I gained his favour, anſwered I, and loſt 
it after the manner Lam going ton tell you. Then 1 


acquainted him with all the ſtory, and ended my reci- 


tal at the reſolution I had taken to purchaſe a cottage, 
with the little that yet remained of the great fortune 1 


fl had amaſſed, and to paſs the remainder of ay _ in 1 


e and tranquillitx. Fe 
Don Cxſar's ſon having autres. lifened 46 mes 
| nid: Dear Gil Blas, you are ſenfible that I have always 
loved you; you ſhall no longer be the ſport of fortune. 
1 will put you above her power, by making you maſter 
of an eſtate whereof ſhe cannot deprive you. As you 
üntend to live in the country, I will make you a pre- 
ſent of a ſmall Efate which we bave near Litias, four 
leagues from Valenca. You know it. It is a preſent 


we can make you withþut incommodidg ourſelves in the 


| leaſt. | I am very certain that my father will not be a- 


gainſt it, and that anne will be Sun * at 
it. 0 

I N myſelf at the feet of "Dow 4 wha 
ee en raiſed me up. I kiſſed his hand, and his 


good - will pleaſing me more than his preſent: My 


Lord, ſaid I, your behaviour raviſhes me. The ils: 
vou have made me is ſo, much the more agreeable, as 

it precedes the knowledge of a ſervice I have had the 
pleaſure to do you; and I would rather owe it to your 
generoſity than gratitude. This diſcourſe ſurpriſed my 
governor, who did not fail enquiring what this pretend - 
ed ſervice was. I told him the whole affair, which re- 


doubled his aſtoniſhment. He, as well as the Baron 


de Steinbach, did not in the leaſt imagine that the go- 


vernment of Valencia had been given him by my in- 
tereſt. However, not being able any longer to doubt 
it: Gil Blas, ſaid he, ſince it is you who have done 
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0 60 Foe? an office, I do not deſign 16 confi myſelf 


2 to the ſmall eſtate at Lirias 3. 1. offer you befides that 

[ a penſion of two thouſand ducats MYR cr 427 - Y 
„II beg 'to be excuſed from receiving that, Siunine "* 
1 How Alphonſo, cried I interrupting him at theſe words., 
: do not again revive my covetouſneſs. I have had but 

too good experience, that riches tend only to corrupt 4 
+ the morals. TI willingly accept of your little comps» 3 
. dency at Lirias. I ſhall paſs my time. happily: with 
? the money I have elſewhere. Inſtead. of defiring more 

: 1 ſhould ſooner conſent to loſe. what: ſuperfluny I-pof- 

- | eſs. Riches are but tioubleſome in a TENOR: 
Where one defires only to live quietly, ' -.'_ 

| During this converſation; Don Cæſar 8 hy 

4 en no leſs joy at beholding me than his ſon; and 

i when he was acquainted with the ſervice I. had done 

5 his family, he preſſed me to accept the penſien; which 
III again refuſed. In ſhort, the father and the ſon took - 
me to a notary, where the grant was drawn up, Which 
2 they both ſigned with more pleaſure than they would 4 
have done any deed that had been to their profit. The _ 
b- contract being diſpatched; they gave it to me, telling + 2 
me the eſtate at Lirias was no longer theirs, and that F 4 
g might go take poſſeſſion when I thought proper. Then 
N they returned to the Baron de Steinbach's, and I im- 
0 mediately wert to my lodging, where I raviſhed my ſe- 3 
3 cretary with admiration, when 1 informed him that we E 
o had an eſtate in the kingdom of Valencia, and told him 
„ how I had made the acquiſition. How much may this . 
+ inheritance be worth? ſaid he. Five hundred ducats ; 
N a- year, replied I; and you may take my word for it, it 41 
: is an admirable ſolitude. Jam well acquainted with - = 
: it, as I have been there ſeveral times as ſteward to the 
5 Lords of Leyva. It is en the banks of che | 
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8 in a village of five or fix cottages, ind in 
2s delightful a country as any in the world. 88 

The greateſt happineſs of all, cried my Secretary, i is: 
that it abounds with wild fowl, as well as Benecarlo 
wine, and excellent muſcadine. Let us therefore, my 
patron, ſet aut as ſoon as poſſible for our bermitage, 
and forſike the noiſe and buſtle of the city. I am as 
deſirous of being t there as thee, replied I, but I muſt in 
che firſt place go into Aſturia, to ſeek my parents, who | 
are in no very good condition there, and carry the 15 
Lirias, there quietly to paſs the remainder of their 2 
Heaven has perhaps provided me this aſylum for their 
reception, and will puniſh me if 1 ſhould neglect it. 
This propoſał met with Scipio's approbation, and he e- 
ven incited me to put it in execution. Let us be as 
expeditious as poſſible, ſaid he, I have already ſecured a 
calaſn; let us purchaſe mules, and take the road to O- 
viedo. The ſooner we are gone the better, replied 1. 
for I look upon it as an indiſpenfible duty to ſhare the 
pleaſures of my retirement with the authors of my birth. 5 
We ſhall not be long in diſpatching this journey, and 
then returning to our hamlet, I will write the two fol. 
lowing Latin verſes in levers: of geld e over Fe door 
of 543 houſe. | e 0 


de portum. Spes et fortuna valete. - 
Sat me e 4 2 ludite nunc alias. 
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